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R  E  F  A 


OON  after  my  arrival  in  the  Weft-Indies,  I  conceived  thede- 
fign  of  writing  a  poem  on  the  cultivation  of  the  Sugar-Cane. 
My  inducements  to  this  arduous  undertaking  were,  not  only  the 
importance  and  novelty  of  the  fubjecft,  but  more  efpecially  this  coo¬ 
peration  ;  that,  as  the  face  of  this  country  was  wholly  Afferent 
from  that  of  Europe,  fo  whatever  hand  copied  its  appearances, 
however  rude,  could  not  fail  to  enrich  poetry  with  many  new  and 

pi&urefque  images. 

I  cannot,  indeed,  fay  1  have  fatisfied  my  own  ideas  m 
this  particular :  yet  I  muft  be  permitted  to  recommend  the  precepts 
P  ,1  '  this  Poem  They  are  the  children  of  Truth,  not  of 
r  t:  ^EXperiIe,  not  the  protons  of  Fancy. 

\  1  I  may  not  be  able  to  pleafe,  I  A*ll  ftand  fome 

V™*  ofTnftruaing  the  Reader,  which,  as  it  is  the  nobler  end  of 

I»  X  11  be  ,he  pri“ip"  lim  of 

wiflses  to  be  thought  a  good  man. 

,  however  be  obferved,  that,  though  the  general  pre- 
Ix  muft,  how  ,  where  the  cane  will  grow  ;  yet, 

cepts  are  foiled  to  eve*  *  drawn  from  the  praaice  of  St. 

the  more  minute  ml  ^  ;  and  X  could  adopt  no 

Chriftopher.  Some  ieie  modes 


vi 


PREFACE, 


modes  of  planting,  with  fuch  propriety,  as  thofe  I  had  feen  prac- 
tifed  in  that  ifland,  where  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  chiefly  to 
refide  fince  I  came  to  the  Weft-Indies. 

I  have  often  been  aftonifhed,  that  fo  little  has  been  publifhed 
on  the  cultivation  of  the  Sugar-Cane,  while  the  prefs  has  groaned 
under  folios  on  every  other  branch  of  rural  oeconomy.  It  were 
unjuft  to  fuppofe  planters  were  not  folicitous  for  the  improvement 
of  their  art,  and  injurious  to  aftert  they  were  incapable  of  obliging 
mankind  with  their  improvements. 

And  yet,  except  fome  fcattered  hints  in  Pere  Labat,  and  other 
French  travellers  in  America  5  an  Eflay,  by  Colonel  Martyn  of  An¬ 
tigua,  is  the  only  piece  on  planterfhip  I  have  feen  deferving  a  peru- 

lal.  That  gentleman’s  pamphlet  is,  indeed,  an  excellent  perform- 
ance ;  and  to  it  I  own  myfelf  indebted. 

It  muft  be  con fefted,  that  terms  of  art  look  awkward  in  poetry  • 
yet  dida&ic  compofitions  cannot  wholly  difpenfe  with  them.  Ac- 
cordingiy  we  find  that  Hefiod  and  Virgil,  among  the  ancients,  with 
Philips  and  Dyer,  (not  to  mention  fome  other  poets  now  living  fo 
our  own  country) ;  -have  been  obliged  to  infert  them  in  their  poems. 

Their  example  is  a  fufficient  apology  for  me,  for  in  their  flops  I 
(hall  always  be  proud  to  tread. 

Y is 


S 


preface. 


•  » 
vn 

Vos  fequor,  6  Grata  gentis  decus,  inque  vejlris  nunc 
Fixa  pedum  pono  prefis  vejiigia  /ignis-. 

Non  ita  certandi  cupidus,  quam  propter  amorem , 

Quod  •vos  imitari  aveo. »  ■ 

Yet, '  like  them  too,  I  have  generally  preferred  the  way  of  de- 
fcription,  wherever  that  could  be  done  without  hurting  the  fubjeft. 

Such  words  as  are  not  common  in  Europe,  I  have  briefly  ex¬ 
plained  :  becaufe  an  obfcure  poem  affords  both  lefs  pleafure  and 
profit  to  the  reader.  —  For  the  fame  reafon,  fome  notes  have  been 
added,  which,  it  is  prefumed,  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  thofe 
who  have  never  been  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

I  n  a  Weft-India  georgic,  the  mention  of  many  indigenous 
remedies,  as  well  as  difeafes,  was  unavoidable.  The  truth  is, 
I  have  rather  courted  opportunities  of  this  nature,  than  avoided 
them.  Medicines  of  fuch  amazing  efficacy,  as  I  have  had  occafion 
to  make  trials  of  in  thefe  iflands,  deferve  to  be  univerfally  known. 
And  wherever,  in  the  following  poem,  I  recommend  any  fuch,  I 
bes  leave  to  be  underftood  as  a  phyfician,  and  not  as  a  poet. 

Ba Jeter  re ,  Jan.  1763- 
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ARGUMENT. 

Subjed  ProPofed.  Invocation  and  addrejs.  What  foils  the  Cane  grow 

heft  in.  The  grey  light  earth.  Praife  of  St.  Chriftopher.  The  red 
brick  mould.  Praife  of  Jamaica,  and  of  Chriftopher  Columbus.  The 
black  foil  mixed  with  clay  and  gravel.  Praife  of  Barba  decs,  Nevis , 
and  Mountferrat .  Compofts  may  improve  other  foils .  Advantages^ 
and  difadvantages  of  a  level  plantation.  Of  a  mount  am -eft  ate.  Oj 
a  midland  one.  Advantages  of  proper  cultivation .  Of  fallowing. 
Of  compofl.  Of  leaving  the  Woura ,  and  penning  cattle  on  the  diftanl 
Cane-pieces.  Whether  yams  improve  the  foil.  Whether  dung  ftjould  be 
buried  in  each  hole ,  or  feat  ter  ed  over  the  piece.  Cane -lands  may  be 
holed  at  any  time.  The  ridges  fhould  be  open  to  tie  trade-wind.  The 
beauty  of  holing  regularly  by  a  line.  Alternate  holing ,  and  the 
wheel-plough  recommended  to  trial.  When  to  plant.  Wet  weather 
the  bed.  Rain  often  falls  in  the  Weft-Indies ,  almoft  without  any  pre¬ 
vious  Jigns.  The  ftgns  of  rainy  weather-.  Of  fogs  round  the  high 
mountains.  Planting  deferibed.  Begin  to  plant  mountain-land  in  filly: 
the  low  ground  in  November ,  and  the  fubfequent  months ,  till  May . 
The  advantage  of  changing  tops  in  planting.  Whether  the  Moon 
has  any  influence  over  the  Cane-plant .  What  quantity  of  moun¬ 
tain  and  of  low  Cane -  land  may  be  annually  planted.  The  laft  Cane- 
piece  fhould  be  cut  of}' before  the  end  of  July.  Of  hedges.  Of  ft  one 
inclofures.  Myrtle  hedges  recommended.  Whether  trees  breed  the  blajl. 
The  character  of  a  good  planter.  Of  weeding.  Of  moulding.  Of 
gripping. 
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BOOK  I. 

WH  A  T  foil  the  Cane  affeds ;  what  care  demands  j. 

Beneath  what  figns  to  plant ;  what  ills  await ; 

How  the  hot  nedar  beft  to  chriftallize 
And  Afric’s  fable  progeny  to  treat  r 

A  Mufe,  that  long  hath  wander’d  in  the  groves  S 

Of  myrtle-indolence,  attempts  to  fing. 

Spirit  of  Infpiration,  that  did  ft  lead 

Th’  Afcrean  Poet  to  the  facred  Mount, 

And  taught’ft  him  all  the  precepts  of  the  fwain  ; 

Defcend  from  Heaven,  and  guide  my  trembling  lteps  i0 

To  Fame’s  eternal  Dome,  where  Maro  reigns ; 

Where  paltoral  Dyer,  where  Pomona’s  Bard, 

And  Smart  and  Sommerville  in  varying  drains*, 

p  ,,  Their 
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Their  fylvan  lore  convey  :  O  may  I  join 

This  choral  band,  and  from  their  precepts  learn  j  $ 

To  deck  my  theme,  which  though  to  fong  unknown, 

Is  moft  momentous  to  my  Country’s  weal ! 

So  fhall  my  numbers  win  the  Public  ear; 

And  not  difpleafe  Aurelius ;  him  to  whom, 

Imperial  George,  the  monarch  of  the  main,  20 

Hath  given  to  wield  the  fcepter  of  thofe  ifles. 

Where  firft  the  Mufe  beheld  the  fpiry  Cane, 

Supreme  of  .plants,  rich  fubjedl  of  my  fong. 

Where’er 

V  er.  22.  the  fpiry  Cane,]  The  botanical  name  of  the  Cane  is  Saccharum .  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  feem  to  have  known  very  little  of  this  moft  ufeful  and  beautiful 
plant.  Lucan  and  Pliny  are  the  only  Authors  among  the  former  who  mention  it  •  and 
fo  far  as  I  can  find,  Arrian  is  the  only  Greek.  The  firft  of  thefe  Writers,  in  enume¬ 
rating  Pompey’s  Eaftern  auxiliaries,  deferibes  a  nation  who  made  ufe  of  the  Cane- 
juice  as  a  drink : 

Dulces  blbebant  ex  arundine  fuccos. 

The  induftrious  Naturalift  fays,  Saccharum  et  Arabia  fert,  fed  laudatius  India ;  and 
the  Greek  Hiftorian,  in  his  orspin-Xovg  of  the  Red-fea,  tells  us  of  a  neighbouring  nation 
who  drank  it  alfo ;  his  words  are,  psXi  to  to  A syoptvov  <rlxXccpi. 

The  Cane,  however,  as  it  was  a  native  of  the  Eaft,  fo  has  it  been  proba¬ 
bly  cultivated  there  time  immemorial.  The  raw  juice  was  doubtlefs  firft  made  ufe  of  • 
they  afterwards  boiled  it  into  a  fyrup  ;  and,  in  procefs  of  time,,  an  inebriating 
fpint  was  prepared  therefrom  by  fermentation.  This  conjecture  is  confirmed  by  the 
etymology,  for  the  Arabic  word  “nD  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Hebrew 
which  fignifies  an  intoxicating  liquor.  When  the  Indians  began  to  make  the  Cane- 
juice  into  fugar,  I  cannot  difeover;  probably,  it  foon  found  its  way  into  Europe 
in  that  form,  firft  by  the  Red-fea,  and  afterwards  through  Perfia,  by  the  Black-fea  and 
Cafpian  ;  but  the  plant  itfclf  was  not  known  to  Europe,  till  the  Arabians  introduced 
it  into  the  Southern  parts  of  Spain,  Sicily,  and  thofe  provinces  of  France  which  bor- 
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Where’er  the  clouds  relent  in  frequent  rains. 

And  the  Sun  fiercely  darts  his  Tropic  beam. 

The  Cane  will  joint,  ungenial  tho?  the  foil. 

But  would’fl  thou  fee  huge  calks,  in  order  due. 


^5 


Roll’d 


der  on  the  Pyrenean  mountains.  It  was  alfo  fuccefsfully  cultivated  in  Egypt,  and  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  on  the  Barbary-coaft.  From  the  Mediterranean,  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe 
tranfported  the  Cane  to  the  Azores,  the  Madeiras,  the  Canary  and  the  Cape-Verd 
iflands,  foon  after  they  had  been  difcovered  in  the  fifteenth  century  :  and,  in  moft  of 
thefe,  particularly  Madeira,  it  throve  exceedingly.  Whether  the  Cane  is  a  native 
of  either  the  Great  or  Lefier  Antilles  cannot  now  be  determined,  for  their  difcoverers 
were  fo  wholly  employed  in  fearching  after  imaginary  gold-mines,  that  they  took 
little  or  no  notice  of  the  natural  productions.  Indeed  the  wars,  wherein  they  wan¬ 
tonly  engaged  themfelves  with  the  natives,  was  another  hindrance  to  phylical  invefti- 
aation.  But  whether  the  Cane  was  a  production  of  the  Welt-Indies  or  not,  it  is 
probable,  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  did  not  begin  to  cultivate  it  either  there  or  in 
South- America  (where  it  certainly  was  found),  till  fome  years  after  their  difcovery. 
It  is  alfo  equally  uncertain  whether  Sugar  was  firft  made  in  the  Iflands  or  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  and  whether  the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefe  were  the  firft  planters  in  the  new  woild : 
it  is  indeed  moft  likely  that  the  latter  ere&ed  the  firft  fugar-works  in  Brazil,  as  they  are 
more  lively  and  enterprizing  than  the  Spaniards.  However  they  had  not  long  the  ftart 
of  the  latter  ;  for,  in  1 506,  Ferdinand  the  Catholic  ordered  the  Cane  to  be  carried  from 
the  Canaries  to  St.  Domingo,  in  which  ifland  one  Pedro  de  Atenca  foon  after  built  an 
Ingenio  de  a$ucar,  for  fo  the  Spaniards  call  a  Sugar- work.  But,  though  they  began  thus 
early  to  turn  their  thoughts  tofugar,  the  Portuguefe  far  outftripped  them  in  that  tiade, 
for  Lifbon  foon  fupplied  moft  of  Europe  with  that  commodity  ;  and,  notwithftanding 
the  Englifh  then  paid  the  Portuguefe  at  the  rate  of  4  A  Per  c •  wt*  for  mufcovado,  yet  that 
price,  great  as  it  may  now  appear,  was  probably  much  lefs  than  what  the  Sugar  from  the 

Eaft-Indies  had  commonly  been  fold  for.  Indeed,  fo  intent  was  the  Crown  of  Portugal 
on  extending  their  Brazil-trade,  that  that  of  the  Eaft-Indies  began  to  be  negleded,  an 
foon  after  fuffered  a  manifeft  decay.  However,  their  fugar  made  them  ample  amends 
In  which  trade  they  continued  almoft  without  a  rival  for  upwards  o  a  cer  t  y 
the  Dutch,  in  1623,  drove  the  Portuguefe  out  of  all  the  northern  part  o  ,  > 

cans;  the  one  and  twenty  years  they  kept  that  conqu  ,  - 

S  ,  ,  r  ,  •  r  nrnhablv  infnired  the  Enghlh  with  a  defire 

cans  learned  the  art  of  making  fugar.  I  his  piobauiy  mipiitu  & 
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Roll’d  numerous  on  the  Bay,  all  fully  fraught 
With  ftrong-grain’d  mufcovado,  fil very- grey, 

Joy  of  the  planter;  and  if  happy  Fate  ^P 

Permit  a  choice  :  avoid  the  rocky  dope, 

The  clay-cold  bottom,  and  the  fandy  beach. 

But  let  thy  biting  ax  with  ceafelefs  Broke 
The  wild  red  cedar,  the  tough  locuft  fell 


or  coming  in  for  a  (hare  of  the  fugar-trade  ;  accordingly  they,  renouncing  their  chime, 
ncal  fearch  after  gold  mines  in  Florida  and  Guiana,  fettled  themfelves  foon  after  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Surinam,  where  they  cultivated  the  Gane  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  when 
the  colony  was  ceded  to  the  Dutch  by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  it  maintained  not  lefs  than 
40,000  Whites,  half  that  number  of  Have?,  and  employed  one  year  with  another  1 5,000 
ton  of /hipping.  This  ceftion  was  a  fevere  blow  to  the  Englifh-trade,  which  it  did  not 
recover  for  feveral  years,  though  many  of  the  Surinam  Planters  carried  their  art  and  Ne¬ 
groes  to  the  Leeward  Iflands  and  Jamaica,  which  then  began  to  be  the  objedt  of  poli¬ 
tical  conllderation  in  England. 

Sugar  is  twice  mentioned  by  Chaucer,  who  flouriftied  in  the  fourteenth  century  * 
and  Succeeding  poets,  down  to  the  middle  of  the  laft,  ufe  the  epithet  Sugar’d,  when¬ 
ever  they  would  exprefs  any  thing  uncommonly  pleafing :  fince  that  time  the 

more  elegant  writers  feldom  admit  of  that  adjedive  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe  but 
herein  perhaps  they  are  afhdedly  fqueamifh. 

V  er.  2.9.  Mufcovado ,]  The  Cane-juice  being  brought  to  the  confidence  of  fyrup, 
and,  by  fubfequent  codion,  granulated,  is  then  called  mufcovado  (a  Spanifh  word 

probably,  though  not  to  be  found  in  Pineda)  vulgarly  brown  Sugar;  the  French 
term  it  fucre  brut. 


.  Ver- 34*  wild  red  Cedar']  There  are  two  fpecies  of  Cedar  commonlv  to  be  met  with 
m  the  Weft-Indies,  the  white  and  red,  which  differ  from  the  cedars  cultivated  in 
the  Bermudas  :  both  are  lofty,  fhady,  and  of  quick  growth.  The  white  fucceeds  in 
any  (oil  and  produces  a  flower  which,  infufed  like  tea,  is  ufeful  againft  fi(h  poifon. 

„e  rer  requires  a  better  mould,  and  always  emits  a  difagreeable  fmdl  before  rain. 
Ine  vvooc.  of  both  are  highly  ufeful  for  many  mechanical  purpofes,  and  but  too  little 
planted. 


^  f.  R.34.  Locuf]  This  is  a!  fo  a  lofty  tree.  It  is  of  quick  growth  and  handfome,  and 

produces  a  not  difagreeable  fruit  in  a  fl  it  pod  or  legumen,  about  three  inches  lomr.  It 

a  fcrv,ceal'le  wood-  In  botanical  books,  1  find  three  different  names  for  the  locuft-tree  5 
that  meant  here  is  the  Sil  qua  edulls. 
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Nor  let  his  nedtar,  nor  his  filken  pods,  ^5 

The  fweet-fmeH’d  caflia,  or  vaft  ceiba  favc. 

Yet  fpare  the  guava,  yet  the  guaiac  fpare; 

A  wholefome  food  the  ripened  guava  yields, 

Boaft  of  the  houfewife  ;  while  the  guaiac  grows 
A  fovereign  antidote,  in  wood,  bark,  gum,  40 

To  caufe  the  lame  his  ufelefs  crutch  forego, 

And  dry  the  fources  of  corrupted  love. 

Nor  let  thy  bright  impatient  flames  deftroy 

Ver.  36.  or  vaft  ceiba  fave.)  Canoes  have  been  fcooped  out  of  this  tree,  capable 
of  holding  upwards  of  a  hundred  people;  and  many  hundreds,  as  authors  relate,  have 
been  at  once  fheltered  by  its  (hade.  Its  pods  contain  a  very  foft  fhort  cotton,  like 
filk  :  hence  the  Englifh  call  the  tree  the  Silk-cotton-tree ;  and  the  Spaniards  name 
its  cotton  Lana  de ceiba.  It  has  been  wrought  into  (lockings ;  but  its  commoneft  ufe  is 
to  Huff  pillows  and  mattraffes.  It  might  be  made  an  article  of  commerce,  as  the 
tree  grows  without  trouble,  and  is  yearly  covered  with  pods.  An  infufion  of  the 
leaves  is  a  gentle  diaphoretic,  and  much  recommended  in  the  fmall-pox.  The  bota¬ 
nical  name  of  the  ceiba  is  Bombax\  and  the  French  call  it  Fromager.  There  are  two 
fpecies ;  the  Hem  of  the  one  being  prickly,  and  that  of  the  other  fmooth. 

Ver.  37.  Yet  fpare  the  guava ,]  The  Spaniards  call  this  tree  guayava.  It  bears  a 
fruit  as  large,  and  of  much  the  fame  fliape  as  a  golden  pippen.  This  is  of  three 
fpecies,  the  yellow,  the  amazon,  and  the  white ;  the  lafl  is  the  moft  delicate,  but 
the  fecond  fort  the  larged  :  All  are  equally  wholefome,  when  Hewed  or  made  into 
jelly,  or  marmalade.  When  raw,  they  are  fuppofed  to  generate  worms.  Strangers 
do  not  always  at  firft  like  their  flavour,  which  is  peculiarly  Hrong.  This, 
however,  goes  off  by  ufe,  and  they  become  exceedingly  agreeable.  Acofla  fays 
the  Peruvian  guavas  furpafs  thofe  of  any  other  part  of  America.  The  bark  of  the 
tree  is  an  aflringent,  and  tanns  leather  as  well  as  that  of  oak.  T.  he  French  call  the 
tree  Goyavier. 

Ver.  37.  —  yet  the  guaiac  fpare  ;]  The  lignum-vitae,  or  pockwood-tree.  The 
virtues  of  every  part  of  this  truly  medical  tree  are  too  well  known  to  be  enume 
rated  here.  The  hardnefs  and  incorruptibility  of  its  timber  make  abundant  amends 
for  the  great  flownefs  of  its  growth,  for  of  it  are  formed  the  bed  pods  for  houfes  againd 
hunicar.es,  and  it  is  no  lefs  ufefully  employed  in  building  wind- mills  and  cattle-mills. 

The 
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The  golden  fhaddoc,  the  forbidden  fruit, 

The  white  acajou,  and  rich  fabbaca  : 

For,  where  thefe  trees  their  leafy  banners  raife* 

Aloft  in  air,  a  grey  deep  earth  abounds. 

Fat,  light;  yet,  when  it  feels  the  wounding  hoe, 
Rifing  in  clods,  which  ripening  funs  and  rain 
Refolve  to  crumbles,  yet  not  pulverize  : 

In  this  the  foul  of  vegetation  wakes. 

Pleas’d  at  the  planter’s  call,  to  burd:  on  day. 


Thrice  happy  he,  to  whom  fuch  fields  are  given  ! 

For  him  the  Cane  with  little  labour  grows ; 

Ver.  44.  The  golden  Jhaddoc,  J  This  is  the  Iargeft  and  fineft  kind  of  orange.  It 
is  not  a  native  of  America,  but  was  brought  to  the  iflands,  from  the  Eaft-Indies, 
by  an  Englifhman,  whole  name  it  bears.  It  is  of  three  kinds,  the  fweet,  the 
four,  and  the  bitter  ;  the  juice  of  all  of  them  is  wholefome,  and  the  rind  medi¬ 
cal.  In  flavour  and  wholefomenefs,  the  fweet  fhaddoc  excels  the  other  two,  and 
indeed  every  other  kind  of  orange,  except  the  forbidden  fruit,  which  fcarce  yields  to 
any  known  fruit  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. 

Ver.  45.  fabbaca:]  This  is  the  Indian  name  of  the  avocato,  avocado,  avigato,  or,  as 
the  Englifh  corruptly  call  it,  alligator-pear.  The  Spaniards  in  South-America  name 
it  aguacate ,  and  under  that  name  it  is  deferibed  by  Ulloa.  However,  in  Peru  and 
Mexico,  it  is  better  known  by  the  appellation  of  palta  or  palto.  It  is  a  lightly  tree,  of 
two  fpecies ;  the  one  bearing  a  green  fruit,  which  is  the  mod  delicate,  and  the  other 
a  red,  which  is  lefs  efteemed,  and  grows  chiefly  in  Mexico.  When  ripe,  the  fkin 
peels  eafily  oft,  and  difeovers  a  butyraceous,  or  rather  a  marrowy  like  fubftance,  with 
greenifh  veins  interfperfed.  Being  eat  with  fait  and  pepper,  or  fugar  and  lime-juice, 
it  is  not  only  agreeable,  but  highly  nourifhing  ;  hence  Sir  Hans  Sloane  ufed  to  ftile 
it  Vegetable  marrow.  The  fruit  is  of  the  ftze  and  fhape  of  the  pear  named  Lady’s- 
thighs,  and  contains  a  large  ftone,  from  whence  the  tree  is  propagated.  Thefe  trees 
bear  fruit  but  once  a  year.  Few  ftrangers  care  for  it;  but,  by  ufe,  foon  become  fond 
of  it.  The  juice  of  the  kernel  marks  linen  with  a  violet-colour.  Its  wood  is  foft, 
and  confequently  of  little  ufe.  The  French  call  it  Bois  d*  anife ,  and  the  tree  Avocat : 
the  botanical  name  is  Pcrfea, 

’Spite 


Book  I. 


THE  SUGAR-CANE. 


"Spite  of  the  dog-ftar,  (hoots  long  yellow  joints ; 
Conco&s  rich  juice,  tho’  deluges  defcend. 
What  if  an  after-offspring  it  reject  ? 

This  land,  for  many  a  crop,  will  feed  his  mills ; 
Difdain  fupplies,  nor  afk  from  compoft  aid. 


Such,  green  St.  Chriftopher,  thy  happy  foil ! 
Not  Grecian  Tempe,  where  Arcadian  Pan, 


Ver.  6o.  green  St.  Chriftopher^  This  beautiful  and  fertile  ifland,  and  which, 
in  Shakefpear’s  words,  may  jultly  be  (filed 


A  precious  (lone  fet  in  the  filver  fea,” 


lies  in  feventeenth  degree  N.  L.  It  was  difcovered  by  the  great  Chriftopher  Columbus, 
in  his  fecond  voyage,  1493.  who  was  fo  pleafed  with  its  appearance,  that  he  honoured 
it  with  his  Chiiftian  name.  Though  others  pretend,  that  appellation  was  given  it  from 
an  imaginary  refemblance  between  a  high  mountain  in  its  centre,  now  called  Mount  M.- 
fery  to  the  fabulous  legend  of  the  Devil’s  carrying  St.  Chriftopher  on  his  Ihoulders. 
But’  be  this  as  it  will,  the  Spaniards  foon  after  fettled  it,  and  lived  in  tolerable  harmo¬ 
ny  with  the  natives  for  many  years  ;  and,  as  their  fleets  commonly  called  in  there  to 
and  from  America  for  provifion  and  water,  the  fettlers,  no  doubt,  reaped  fome 
advantage  from  their  fituation.  By  Tcmpleman’s  Survey,  it  contains  eighty  fquare  rmles, 
and  is  about  feventy  miles  in  circumference.  It  is  of  an  irregular  oblong  figure,  and 
has  a  chain  of  mountains,  that  run  Souih  and  North  almoft  from  the  one  end  of  it  to 
the  other,  formerly  covered  with  wood,  but  now  the  Cane- plantattons  reach  almoft  to 
their  fummits,  and  extend  all  the  way,  down  their  eafy  declining  Tides,  to  the  lea.  .  rom 
thefe  mountains  fome  rivers  take  their  rife,  which  never  dry  up  ;  and  there  are  many 
others  which,  after  rain,  run  into  the  fea,  but  which,  at  other  times,  are  loft  before 
they  reach  it.  Hence,  as  this  ifland  confrfts  of  mountain-land  and  valley,  ,t  muft  always 
make  a  midling  crop  ;  for  when  the  low  grounds  fail,  the  uplands  lupply  that  defici¬ 
ency  .  and,  when  the  mountain  canes  are  lodged  (or  become  watery  from  00  much 
rain)  thofc  in  the  plains  yield  furprifmgly.  Nor  arc  the  plantations  here  only  fin¬ 
able  their  Sugar  fells  for  more  than  the  Sugar  of  any  other  or  his  Majef.y  s , Hands , 

’  ^  their 
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Knit  with  the  Graces,  ton’d  his  filvan  pipe. 

While  mute  Attention  hufh’d  each  charmed  rill ; 

Not  purple  Enna,  whole  irriguous  lap, 

their  produce  cannot  be  refined  to  the  beft  advantage,  without  a  mixture  of  St.  Kitts’ 
mufcovado.  In  the  barren  part  of  the  ifland,  which  runs  out  towards  Nevis,  are  feve- 
ral  ponds,  which  in  dry  weather  cryftallize  into  good  fait ;  and  below  Mount  Mifery  is 
a  fmall  Solfaterre  and  colle&ion  of  frefh  water,  where  fugitive  Negroes  often  take 
fhelter,  and  efcape  their  purfuers.  Not  far  below  is  a  large  plain  which  affords  good 
pafture,  water,  and  wood  ;  and,  if  the  approaches  thereto  were  fortified,  which  might 
be  done  at  a  moderate  expence,  it  would  be  rendered  inacceflible.  The  Englifh, 
repulfing  the  few  natives  and  Spaniards,  who  oppofed  them,  began  to  plant  tobacco 
here  A.  D.  1623.  Two  years  after,  the  French  landed  in  St.  Chriftopher  on  the 
fame  day  that  the  Englifh-fettlers  received  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  their 
mother-country  j  and,  the  chiefs  of  both  nations,  being  men  of  found  policy,  en¬ 
tered  into  an  agreement  to  divide  the  ifland  between  them  :  the  French  retaining 
both  extremities,  and  the  Englifh  pofTeffing  themfelves  of  the  middle  parts  of  the  ifiand. 
Some  time  after  both  nations  ere&ed  fugar- works,  but  there  were  more  tobacco,  indigo, 
coffee,  and  cotton-plantations,  than  Sugar  ones,  as  thefe  require  a  much  greater  fund  to 
carry  them  on,  than  thofe  other.  All  the  planters,  however,  lived  eafy  in  their  circum- 
ftances;  for,  though  the  Spaniards,  who  could  not  bear  to  be  fpe&ators  of  their  thriving 
condition,  did  repoffefs  themfelves  of  the  ifiand,  yet  they  were  foon  obliged  to 
retire,  and  the  colony  fucceeded  better  than  ever.  One  reafon  for  this  was,  that  it  had 
been  agreed  between  the  two  nations,  that  they  fhould  here  remain  neutral  whatever 
wars  their  mother-countries  might  wage  againft  each  other  in  Europe.  This  wa* 
a  wife  regulation  for  an  infant  fettlement ;  but,  when  King  James  abdicated  the  Bri- 
tifh  throne,  the  French  fuddenly  rofe,  and  drove  out  the  unprepared  Englifh  by 
force  of  arms.  The  F rench  colonifts  of  St.  Chriftopher  had  foon  reafon,  however,  to 
repent  their  impolitic  breach  of  faith;  for  the  expelled  planters,  being  afiifted  by  their 
countrymen  from  the  neighbouring  ifies,  and  fupported  by  a  formidable  fleet,  foon  re¬ 
covered,  not  only  their  loft  plantations,  but  obliged  the  French  totally  to  abandon 
the  ifland.  After  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  indeed,  fome  few  of  thofe  among  them,  who 
had  not  obtained  fettlements  in  Martinico  and  Hifpaniola,  returned  to  St.  Chrifto 
pher:  but  the  war  of  the  partition  foon  after  breaking  out,  they  were  finally  expelled, 
and  the  whole  ifiand  was  ceded  in  Sovereignty  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht.  Since  that  time,  St.  Chriftopher  has  gradually  improved'  and  it 

is  now  at  the  height  of  perfetfion.  The  Indian  name  of  St.  Chriftopher  is  Liamuba 
or  the  Fertile  Ifiand. 


Strow’d 
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Strow’d  with  each  fruit  of  tafte,  each  flower  of  fmell, 


Sicilian  Proferpine,  delighted,  fought ; 

Can  vie,  bleft  Ifle,  with  thee.  —  Tho’  no  foft  found 

*  \  ■  *•  r  1  -4  .  -  *  ,  . 


Of  paftoral  flop  thine  echoes  e’er  awak’d ; 

Nor  raptured  poet,  loft  in  holy  trance. 

Thy  flreams  arrefted  with  enchanting  fong: 

Yet  virgins,  far  more  beautiful  than  (he 
Whom  Pluto  ravifh’d,  and  more  chafte,  are  thine  : 
Yet  probity,  from  principle,  not  fear, 

Actuates  thy  fons,  bold,  hofpitable,  free : 

Yet  a  fertility,  unknown  of  old, 

To  other  climes  denied,  adorns  thy  hills  j 
Thv  vales,  thy  dells  adorns.  —  O  might  my  drain 
As  far  tranfcend  the  immortal  fongs  of  Greece, 

As  thou  the  partial  fubjedt  of  their  praife ! 

Thy  fame  fhould  float  familiar  thro’  the  world ; 
Each  plant  fhould  own  thy  Cane  her  lawful  lord ; 
Nor  fhould  old  Time,  fong  flops  the  flight  of  Time, 
Obfcure  thy  luflre  with  his  fhadowy  wing. 

Scarce  lefs  impregnated,  with  every  power 


Of  vegetation,  is  the  red  brick-mould 


That  lies  on  marly  beds.  —  The  renter,  this 
Can  fcarce  exhauft  5  how  happy  for  the  heir ! 


75 


So 


Ver.  71. 

Whiter,  are 

other  iflands.  Sloane. 
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Such  the  glad  foil,  from  whence  Jamaica's  Tons 

*  i 

Derive  their  opulence  :  thrice  fertile  land, 

“  The  pride,  the  glory  of  the  fea-girt  ides,  9a 

“  Which,  like  to  rich  and  various  gems,  inlay 
“  The  unadorned  hofom  of  the  deep,” 

Which  firft  Columbus'  daring  keel  explor’d. 

Daughters  of  Heaven,  with  reverential  awe, 

i 

Paufe  at  that  godlike  name ;  for  not  your  flights  95 

Of  happiefl  fancy,  can  outfoar  his  fame. 

Columbus,  boad  of  fcience,  boad  of  man! 

Yet,  by  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the  wife, 

Long  held  a  vifionary  ;  who,  like  thee. 

Could  brock  their  fcorn  ;  wait  feven  long  years  at  court,  100 

A  felfifh,  fullen,  dilatory  court  ; 

Yet  never  from  thy  purpos’d  plan  decline  ? 

No  God,  no  Hero,  of  poetic  times, 

In  Truth's  fair  annals,  may  compare  with  thee  L 

Each  paflion,  weaknefs  of  mankind,  thou  knew’d,  105 

Thine  own  concealing  ;  firmed  bafe  of  power : 

Rich  in  expedients;  what  mod  adverfe  feem’d. 

And  lead  expected,  mod  advanc’d  thine  aim. 

What  dorms,  what  monders,  what  new  forms  of  death, 

In  a  vad  ocean,  never  cut  by  keel,  110 


And 
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And  where  the  magnet  firft  its  aid  declin’d  ; 

Alone,  unterrified,  didft  thou  not  view  ? 

Wife  Legiflator,  had  the  Iberian  King 
Thy  plan  adopted,  murder  had  not  drench’d 
In  blood  vaft  kingdoms  ;  nor  had  hell-born  Zeal,  1 1 5 

And  hell-born  Avarice,  his  arms  difgrac’d. 

Yet,  for  a  world,  difcover’d  and  fubdu’d, 

What  meed  had’ft  thou  ?  With  toil,  difeafe,  worn  out. 


Ver.  hi  .  and  where  the  magvet"\  The  declenfton  of  the  ne  die  was  difeovered,  A.D. 
1492,  by  Columbus,  in  his  firft  vovage  to  America;  am'  would  have  been  highly- 
alarming  to  any,  but  one  of  his  undaunted  and  philofophical  turn  of  mind. 

This  century  will  always  make  a  diftinguiftied  figure  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human 
mind  ;  for,  during  that  period,  printing  was  invented  Greek-learning  took  refuge  in 
Italy,  the  Reformation  began,  and  America  was  difeovered. 

The  ifland  of  Jamaica  was  beftowed  on  Columbus,  as  fome  compenfation 
for  his  difeovery  of  the  new  world  ;  accordingly  his  fon  James  fettled,  and  planted  it, 
early  [A.  D.  1509]  the  following  century.  What  improvements  the  Spaniards  made 
therein  is  no  where  mentioned  ;  but,  had  their  irfduttry  been  equal  to  their  opportu¬ 
nities,  their  improvements  fhould  have  been  conftderable  ;  for  they  continued  in  the 
undifturbed  pofTeffion  of  it  till  the  year  1596,  when  Sir  Anthony  Shirley,  with  a 
fmgle  man  of  war,  took  anJ  plundered  St.  jago  de  la  Vega,  which  then  confided  of 
2000  houfes.  In  the  year  ,635,  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  was  a  fecond  time  plundered 
by  roo  Englifih  from  the  I  eeward  iflands,  -ho’  that  capital,  and  the  fort,  (which  they 
alfo  took)  were  defended  by  four  times  their  number  of  Spaniards.  One  and  twenty 
years  afterwards,  the  whole  ifland  was  reduced  by  the  forces  fe.nt  thither  by  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  has  ever  fmee  belonged  to  England  It  is  by  far  the  Iargeft  iflafid 
pofiefled  bv  the  Englifti  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  a  rich  and  emi¬ 
nent  planter  of  Barbados,  removed  to  Jamaica  4.  D.  1660,  to  the  great  advantage  o 
that  ifland,  for  he  inftrutfed  the  young  Englifh  fettlers  to  cultivate  the  Sugar-cane  ;  o 

which,  and  other  great  improvements  which  he  then  made  them  acq,  ai  te  * 

King  Charles,  three  years  afterwards,  appointed  him  Governour  thereof,  in  which 
honourable  employment  he  continued  till  the  year  1669. 


Thine 
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Thine  age  was  fpent  folliciting  the  Prince, 

To  whom  thou  gav’ft  the  fceptre  of  that  world. 

Yet,  blefled  fpirit,  where  inthron’d  thou  fit’ft, 

Chief  ’mid  the  friends  of  man,  repine  not  thou  : 

Dear  to  the  Nine,  thy  glory  fhall  remain 
While  winged  Commerce  either  ocean  ploughs ; 

.  t 

While  its  lov’d  pole  the  magnet  coyly  (huns ; 

While  weeps  the  guaiac,  and  while  joints  the  Cane. 

Shall  the  Mufe  celebrate  the  dark  deep  mould. 

With  clay  or  gravel  mix’d  ?  —  This  foil  the  Cane 
With  partial  fondnefs  loves ;  and  oft  furveys 
Its  progeny  with  wonder.  —  Such  rich  veins. 

Are  plenteous  fcatter’d  o’er  the  Sugar-ifles  : 

But  chief  that  land,  tp  which  the  bearded  fig. 

Prince 

Ver.  132.  the  bearded  Fig ]  This  wonderful  tree,  by  the  Indians  called  the 
Banian-tree  ;  and  by  the  botanifts  Ficus  Indica, ,  or  Bengali  en/is,  is  exa%  defer  ibe4 
by  Q.  Curtius,  and  beautifully  by  Milton  in  the  following  lines  ; 

“  The  Fig-tree,  not  that  kind  renown’d  for  fruit, 
u  fuch  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known, 

“  In  Malabar  and  Decan  fpreads  her  arms  ; 

“  Branching  fo  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground. 

The  bended  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
“  About  the  mother-tree,  a  pillar’d  {hade. 

High  over-arch  d,  and  echoing  walks  between. 

<c  There  oft  the  Indian  herdfman,  fhunning  heat. 

Shelters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pafluring  herds 
“  At  Loop-holes  cut  through  thickeft  {hade.”  — 

What  year  the  Spaniards  firft  difcovered  Barbadoes  is  not  certainly  known ;  this  how- 
ever  is  certain,  that  they  never  fettled  there,  but  only  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  flock  idand 
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Prince  of  the  foreft,  gave  Barbadoes  n"ame : 

Chief  Nevis,  juftly  for  its  hot  baths  fam’d  : 

And  breezy  Mountferrat,  whofe  wonderous  fprings  135 


Change, 


in  their  voyages  to  and  from  South- America,  and  the  Iflands ;  accordingly  we  are  told, 
when  the  Englifh  firft  landed  there,  which  was  about  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  or  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  they  found  in  it  an  excellent  breed  of  wild  hogs, 
but  no  inhabitants.  In  the  year  1627,  Barbadoes,  with  moft  of  the  other  Caribbee- 
iflands,  were  granted  by  Charles  I.  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  that  nobleman  agreeing  to 
pay  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  his  heirs,  a  perpetual  annuity  of  300  /.  per  an¬ 
num t,  for  his  waving  his  claim  to  Barbadoes,  which  he  had  obtained,  by  patent,  in  the 
preceding  reign.  The  adventurers  to  whom  that  nobleman  parcelled  out  this  ifland,  at 
firft  cultivated  tobacco ;  but,  that  not  turning  out  to  their  advantage,  they  applied, 
with  better  fuccefs,  to  cotton,  indigo,  and  ginger.  At  laft,  fome  cavaliers  of  good 
fortune  tranfporting  themfelves  thither,  and  introducing  the  Sugar-cane  [A.  D.  1647J 
probably  from  Brazil,  in  ten  years  time  the  ifland  was  peopled  with  upwards  of 
30,000  Whites,  and  twice  that  number  of  Negroes,  and  fent  yearly  very  confiderable 
quantities  of  fugar  to  the  mother-country.  At  the  Reftoration,  King  Charles  II. 
bought  off  the  claim  of  the  Carlifle-family  ;  and,  in  conflderation  of  its  then 
becoming  a  royal  inftead  of  a  proprietary  government,  the  planters  gave  the  Crown 
4 \  per  cent .  on  their  fugars  ;  which  duty  dill  continues,  although  the  ifland  is  faid  to 
be  lefs  able  to  pay  it  now  than  it  was  a  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  upwards  of  20  miles 


lon°-,  and  in  fome  places  almoft  14  broad. 

Ver.  134.  Chief  Nevis,-]  This  ifland,  which  does  not  contain  many  fewer  fquare 

miles  than  St.  Chriftopher,  is  more  rocky,  and  almoft  of  a  circular  figure.  It  is 
feparated  from  that  ifland  by  a  channel  not  above  one  mile  and  an  hall  over,  and 
lies  to  windward.  Its  warm  bath  pofl'effes  all  the  medical  properties  of  the  hot  well 
at  Briftol,  and  its  water,  being  properly  bottled,  keeps  as  well  at  fea,  and  is  no 
lefs  agreeable  to  the  palate.  It  was  for  many  years  the  capital  of  the  Leeward  Ifland 

government;  and,  at  that  period,  contained  both  more  Whites  and  Blacks  than  it 

does  at  prefent,  often  muttering  3000  men.  The  Englifh  firft  fettled  there  A.  D. 
1628  Sixty-two  years  afterwards;  the  chief  town  was  almoft  wholly  deflroyed  by 
an  earthquake ;  and,  in  i7ort,  the  planters  were  well-nigh  rutned  by  the  French 
who  carried  off  their  (laves  contrary  to  capitulation.  It  mutt  have  been  d.lcovere 

in  Columbus’s  fecond  voyage,  A.  D.  1493. 

Vr  R  135.  breezy  Mouv, ferret ,]  This  ifiand,  which  lies  about  30  m.les  ,0  the 

fouth-weft  of  Antigua,  is  not  lefs  famous  for  its  folfaterre  (or  volc.no),  and  hot 

petrifying  fpring,  than  for  the  goodnefs  of  its  fugars.  Betng  almoft  circular  m  ns 
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Change,  like  Medufifs  head,  whate’er  they  touch, 

To  ftony  hardnefs;  boad;  this  fertile  glebe. 

Tho’  fuch  the  foils  the  Antillean  Cane 
Supremely  loves;  yet  other  foils  abound, 

Which  art  may  tutor  to  obtain  its  fmile. 

Say,  fhall  the  experienc’d  Mufe  that  art  recite  ? 

How  find  will  fertilize  fiiff  barren  clay  ? 

How  clay  unites  the  light,  the  porous  mould, 

Sport  of  each  breeze  ?  And  how  the  torpid  nymph 
Of  the  rank  pool,  fo  noifome  to  the  fmell, 

May  be  fob  cited,  by  wily  ways, 

V  »  • 

To  draw  her  humid  train,  and,  prattling,  run 
Down  the  reviving  Hopes  ?  Or  fhall  Hie  fay 
What  glebes  ungrateful  to  each  other  art, 

Their  genial  treafures  ope  to  fire  alone  ? 

Record  the  different  compofis  ;  which  the  cold 
To  plaftic  gladnefs  warm  ?  The  torrid,  which 
By  foothing  coolnefs  win  ?  The  fharp  faline. 

Which  bed  fubdue  ?  Which  mollify  the  four  ? 

fhaps,  it  cannot  contain  much  lefs  land  than  either  Nevis  or  St.  Chriftopher.  It  is 
naturally  ftrong,  fo  that  when  the  French  made  defcents  thereon,  in  K.  William  and 
Q;  Anne’s  time,  they  were  always  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  It  was  fettled  by 
that  great  adventurer  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  A.  D.  1632,  who  fent  thither  fome 
of  his  people  from  St.  Chriftopher,  for  that  purpofe.  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  the  French  took  it,  hut  it  was  reftored,  A.  D.  1667,  by  the  treatv  of 
Breda.  In  this  ifland,  the  Roman-catholics,  who  behaved  well  when  our  enemies 
attempted  to  conquer  it,  have  many  privileges,  and  of  courfe  are  more  numerous 
there,  than  in  any  other  of  the ;  Englifh  Caribbee-iflands.  Its  capital  is  called  Ply¬ 
mouth.  Columbus  cl i f  overed  it  in  his  fecond  voyage. 
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To  thee,  if  Fate  low  level  land  affign. 
Slightly  cohering,  and  of  fable  hue, 

Far  from  the  hill ;  be  parhmony  thine. 

For  tho’  this  year  when  conftant  (howers  defcend  * 
The  fpeeding  gale,  thy  fturdy  numerous  hock. 
Scarcely  fuffice  to  grind  thy  mighty  Canes  : 

Yet  thou,  with  rueful  eye,  for  many  a  year, 

Shalt  view  thy  plants  burnt  by  the  torch  of  day 
Hear  their  parch’d  wan  blades  ruftle  in  the  air ; 
While  their  black  fugars,  doughy  to  the  feel. 

Will  not  ev’n  pay  the  labour  of  thy  fvvains. 


55 
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Or,  if  the  mountain  be  thy  happier  lot. 

Let  prudent  forefight  hill  thy  coffers  guard. 

For  tho’  the  clouds  relent  in  nightly  rain, 

Tho’  thy  rank  Canes  wave  lofty  in  the  gale  : 

Yet  will  the  arrow,  ornament  of  woe, 

(Such  monarchs  oft-times  give)  their  jointing  hint  ; 
Yet  will  winds  lodge  them,  ravening  rats  deftroy, 

Or  troops  of  monkeys  thy  rich  harveft  heal. 

The  earth  muft  alfo  wheel  around  the  fun, 

And  half  perform  that  circuit  5  ere  the  bill 
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Ver.  170.  Tel  will  the  arrow,']  That  part  of  the  Cane  which  (hoots  up  into  the 
fi  unification,  is  called  by  planters  its  Arrow,  having  been  probably  ufed  for  that 
purpofe  b}  the  Indians.  Till  the  arrow  drops,  all  additional  jointing  in  the  Cane  is 
fuppofed  to  be  (lopped. 
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Mow  down  thy  fugars :  and  tho’  all  thy  mills. 
Crackling,  o’erflow  with  a  redundant  juice ; 

Poor  taftes  the  liquor  *  codtion  long  demands, 

And  higheft  temper,  ere  it  faccharize; 

A  meagre  produce.  Such  is  Virtue's  meed. 

Alas,  too  oft  in  thefe  degenerate  days. 

Thy  cattle  likewife,  as  they  drag  the  wain, 

Charg’d  from  the  beach  ;  in  fpite  of  whips  and  fhouts. 
Will  flop,  will  pant,  will  fink  beneath  the  load  5 

A  better  fate  deferving. - 

Belides,  thy  land  itfelf  is  infecure : 

For  oft  the  glebe,  and  all  its  waving  load, 

Will  journey,  forc’d  off  by  the  mining  rain  ; 

And,  with  its  faithlefs  burden,  difarrange 
Thy  neighbour’s  vale.  So  Markley-hill  of  old, 

As  fung  thy  bard,  Pomona,  (in  thefe  ifies 
Yet  unador’d  with  all  its  fpreading  trees, 

Full  fraught  with  apples,  chang’d  its  lofty  iite. 

Bu  r,  as  in  life,  the  golden  mean  is  bed  ; 

So  happiefb  he  whofe  green  plantation  lies 
Nor  from  the  hill  too  far,  nor  from  the  fhore. 
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Ver.  179.  And  highejl  tamper ,]  Shell,  or  rather  marble  quick-lime,  is  fo  called 
by  the  planters  :  Without  this,  the  juice  of  the  Cane  cannot  be  concreted  into  fugar, 
at  leaft  to  advantage.  fee  Book  III.  With  quick-lime  the  French  join  afhes  as  a 
temper,  and  this  mixture  they  call  Enyvrage.  It  is  hoped  the  Reader  will  pardon  the 
introdudion  of  the  verb  faccharixe ,  as  no  other  fo  emphatically  exprefled  the  Author’s 
meaning  ;  for  fome  chemifls  define  fugar  to  be  a  native  fait,  and  others  a  foap. 
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Planter,  if  thou  with  wonder  wouldd  furvey 
Redundant  harveds,  load  thy  willing  foil ; 

Let  fun  and  rain  mature  thy  deep-hoed  land, 

And  old  fat  dung  co-operate  with  thefe.  200 

Be  this  great  truth  hill  prefent  to  thy  mind; 

The  half  well-cultur’d  far  exceeds  the  whole, 

Which  lud  of  gain,  unconfcious  of  its  end, 

Ungrateful  vexes  with  unceafing  toil. 

o 


As,  not  indulg’d,  the  riched  lands  grow  poor ;  205 

And  Liamuiga  may,  in  future  times, 

If  too  much  urg’d,  her  barrennefs  bewail . 

So  cultivation,  on  the  {hallowed  foil, 

O’erfpread  with  rocky  cliffs,  will  bid  the  Cane, 

With  fpiry  pomp,  all  bountifully  rife.  210 

Thus  Britain’s  flag,  fhould  difcipline  relent, 

’Spite  of  the  native  courage  of  her  fons, 

Would  to  the  lily  drike :  ah,  very  far, 

Far  be  that  woful  day:  the  lily  then 

Will  rule  wide  ocean  with  refidlefs  fway;  $ 

And  to  old  Gallia’s  haughty  diore  tranfport 
The  leffening  crops  of  thefe  delicious  ifles. 

■t 


Ver.  206.  And  Uamu^A  The  Caribbean  name  of  St.  Chriftopher. 
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Of  compoRs  {hall  the  Mufe  defcend  to  fing, 

Nor  foil  her  heavenly  plumes  ?  The  facred  Mufe 
Nought  fordid  deems,  but  what  is  bafe ;  nought  fair 
Unlefs  true  Virtue  Ramp  it  with  her  feal. 

Then,  Planter,  would  ft  thou  double  thine  eRate  ; 

Never,  ah  never,  be  afham’d  to  tread 

Thy  dung-heaps,  where  the  refufe  of  thy  mills, 

With  all  the  allies,  all  thy  coppers  yield, 

With  weeds,  mould,  dung,  and  Rale,  a  compoR  form, 
Of  force  to  fertilize  the  pooreR  foil. 

But,  planter,  if  thy  lands,  lie  far  remote 
And  of  accefs  are  difficult  ;  on  thefe, 

Leave  the  Cane’s  faplefs  foliage ;  and  with  pens 
Wauled,  (like  thofe  the  Mufe  hath  oft-times  feen 

*  L 

When  frolic  fancy  led,  het;  youthful  Reps, 

In  green  DorcheRria’s  plains),  the  whole  inclofe  : 

There  well  thy  Rock  with  provender  fuppiy  ; 

The  well-fed  Rock  will  foon  that  food  rep, ay.. 

f  l  .  -  #  ^ ,  A  ^  r r,  r  • 

f  •  i  i  .  .  )  .  '  .  '  I  . 

Some  of  the  fkilful  teach,  and  fome  deny. 

That  yams  improve  the  foil.  Io,  meagre  lands, 

Ver.  237.  7  ha  >  yams  improve  the  foil.]  The  botanical  name  of  this  plant 
Its  leaves,  like  thofe  of  the  water-melon,  or  gourd,  foon  mantle  ovei 
where  it  is  planted.  It  takes  about  eight  months  to  come  to  perfedion, 
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’Tis  known  the  yam  will  ne’er  to  bignefs  fwell  • 

And  from  each  mould  the  vegetable  tribes. 

However  frugal,  nutriment  derive :  240 

Yet  may  their  fheltering  vines,  their  dropping  leaves, 

Their  roots  dividing  the  tenacious  glebe. 

More  than  refund  the  fuftenance  they  draw. 

1 

Whether  the  fattening  compoft,  in  each  hole, 

’Tis  bed:  to  throw  ;  or,  on  the  furface  fpread  j  245 

Is  undetermin’d  :  Trials  muff  decide. 

Unlefs  kind  rains  and  foftering  dews  defcend. 

To  melt  the  compod’s  fertilizing  falts ; 

A  dinted  plant,  deceitful  of  thy  hopes. 

Will  from  thofe  beds  dow  fpring  where  hot  dung  lies  :  25a 

But,  if  ’tis  fcatter’d  generoudy  o’er  all, 

The  Cane  will  better  bear  the  folar  blaze  ; 

Lefs  rain  demand  ;  and,  by  repeated  crops. 

Thy  land  improv’d,  its  gratitude  will  fliow. 

Enough  of  compods,  Mufe  ;  of  foils,  enough:  255 

When  bed:  to  dig,  and  when  inhume  the  Cane ; 

A  talk  how  arduous !  next  demands  thy  fong. 

a  wholefome  root,  either  boiled  or  roafled.  T  hey  will  fometimes  weigh  one  and  an 
half,  or  two  pounds,  but  their  commoDcft  fize  is  from  fix  ounces  to  nine.  I  hey 
cannot  be  Icept  good  above  half  a  year.  They  are  a  native  of  South-America,  the 
Wcfl-Indies,  and  of  mod  parts  of  Guinea. 
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It  not  imports  beneath  what  fign  thy  hoes 
The  deep  trough  fink,  and  ridge  alternate  raife : 
If  this  from  waflies  guard  thy  gem  my  tops  ; 

And  that  arreft  the  moiflure  thefe  require. 


260 


Yet,  fliould  the  fite  of  thine  eftate  permit, 
Let  the  trade-wind  thy  ridges  ventilate ; 

So  fhall  a  greener,  loftier  Cane  arife, 

And  richeft  nedtar  in  thy  coppers  foam. 


As  art  transforms  the  favage  face  of  things, 
And  order  captivates  the  harmonious  mind  ; 
Let  not  thy  Blacks  irregularly  hoe : 

But,  aided  by  the  line,  confult  the  fite 
Of  thy  demefnes ;  and  beautify  the  whole. 

So  when  a  monarch  rufhes  to  the  war, 

To  drive  invafion  from  his  frighted  realm; 
Some  delegated  chief  the  frontier  views, 

And  to  each  fquadron,  and  brigade,  affigns 
Their  order’d  flation :  Soon  the  tented  field 
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Ver.  260.  gemmy  tops ;]  The  fummit  of  the  Cane  being  fmaller-jointed  as  well  as 
fofter,  and  confcquently  having  more  gems,  from  whence  the  young  fprouts  (hoot,  is 
properer  for  planting  than  any  other  part  of  it.  From  one  to  four  junks,  each  about 
a  foot  long,  are  putin  every  hole.  Where  too  many  junks  are  planted  in  one  hole, 
the  Canes  may  be  numerous,  but  can  neither  become  vigorous,  nor  yield  fuch  a 
quantity  of  rich  liquor  as  they  otherwife  would.  In  cafe  the  young  (hoots  do  not 

appear  above  ground  in  four  or  five  weeks,  the  deficiencies  muft  be  fupplied  with  new 
tops. 
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Brigade  and  fquadron,  whiten  on  the  fight; 

And  fill  fpedtators  with  an  awful  joy. 

Planter,  improvement  is  the  child  of  time; 

What  your  fires  knew  not,  ye  their  offspring  know: 

But  hath  your  art  receiv’d  Perfection’s  damp?  280 

Thou  can’ll:  not  fay.  —  Unprejudic’d,  then  learn 
Of  ancient  modes  to  doubt,  and  new  to  try : 

And  if  Philofophy,  with  Wifdom,  deign 
Thee  to  enlighten  with  their  ufeful  lore ; 

Fair  Fame  and  riches  will  reward  thy  toil.  285 

Then  fay,  ye  fwains,  whom  wealth  and  fame  infpire. 

Might  not  the  plough,  that  rolls  on  rapid  wheels, 

Save  no  final  1  labour  to  the  hoe-arm’d  gang  ? 

Might  not  the  culture  taught  the  Britifh  hinds, 

By  Ceres’  fon,  unfailing  crops  fecure;  290 

Tho’  neither  dung  nor  fallowing  lent  their  aid  ? 

The  cultur’d  land  recalls  the  devious  Mufe  5 
Propitious  to  the  planter  be  the  call : 

For  much,  my  friend,  it  thee  imports  to  know 

The  meeted  feafon  to  commit  thy  tops,  295 

With  bed  advantage,  to  the  well-dug  mould. 

Ver.  290.  By  Ceres’ fon,]  Jethro  Tull,  Efq;  the  greateft  improver  in  modern 
hufbandry. 
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The  tafk  how  difficult,  to  cull  the  beft 
From  thwarting  fentiments;  and  beft  adorn 
What  Wifdom  chufes,  in  poetic  garb ! 

Yet,  Infpiration,  come :  the  theme  unfung. 

Whence  never  poet  cropt  one  bloomy  wreath  ; 

Its  vaft  importance  to  my  native  land, 

Whofe  fweet  idea  rufhes  on  my  mind, 

And  makes  me  ’mid  this  paradife  repine  5 
Urge  me  to  pluck,  from  Fancy’s  foaring  wing, 

A  plume  to  deck  Experience’  hoary  brow. 

Attend.  —  The  fon  of  Time  and  Truth  declares; 
Unlefs  the  low- hung  clouds  drop  fatnefs  down, 

No  bunching  plants  of  vivid  green  will  fpring, 

In  goodly  ranks,  to  fill  the  planter’s  eye. 

Let  then  Sagacity,  with  curious  ken, 

Remark  the  various  figns  of  future  rain. 

The  figns  of  rain,  the  Mantuan  Bard  hath  fung 
In  loftieft  numbers ;  friendly  to  thy  fwains. 

Once  fertile  Italy  :  but  other  marks 

Portend  the  approaching  fhower,  in  thefe  hot  climes. 

Short  fudden  rains,  from  Ocean’s  ruffled  bed. 

Driven  by  fome  momentary  fqualls,  will  oft 
With  frequent  heavy  bubbling  drops,  down-fall 5 
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While  yet  the  Sun,  in  cloudlefs  luftre,  fhines  :  320 

And  draw  their  humid  train  o’er  half  the  ifle. 

Unhappy  he !  who  journeys  then  from  home, 

No  (hade  to  fcreen  him.  His  untimely  fate 

His  wife,  his  babes,  his  friends,  will  foon  deplore 

Unlefs  hot  wines,  dry  cloaths,  and  fri&ion’s  aid,  325 

His  fleeting  fpirits  flay.  Yet  not  even  thefe, 

Nor  all  Apollo’s  arts,  will  always  bribe 
The  infidious  tyrant  death,  thrice  tyrant  here  : 

Elfe  good  Amyntor,  him  the  graces  lov’d, 

Wifdom  carefs’d,  and  Themis  call’d  her  own,  330 

Had  liv’d  by  all  admir’d,  had  now  perus’d 
<c  Thefe  lines,  with  all  the  malice  of  a  friend.” 

Yet  future  rains  the  careful  may  foretell: 

Mofquitos,  fand-flies,  feek  the  fhelter’d  roof, 

Ver.  334.  Mofquitos,]  This  is  a  Spanish  word,  fignifylng  a  Gnat,  or  fly.  They 
are  very  troublefome,  efpecially  to  Grangers,  whom  they  bite  unmerciiully,  caufing 
a  yellow  coloured  tumour,  attended  with  exceflive  itching.  Ugly  ulcers  have  often 
been  occafioned  by  fcratching  thofe  fwellings,  in  perfons  of  a  bad  habit  of  body. 
Though  natives  of  the  Weft-Indies,  they  are  not  lefs  common  in  the  colJeft 
regions  ;  for  Mr.  Maupertuis  takes  notice  how  troublefome  they  were  to  him  and  his 
attendants  on  the  fnowy  fummit  of  certain  mountains  within  the  arftic  circle.  I  hey, 
however,  chiefly  love  fbady,  moift,  and  warm  places.  Accordingly  they  are  commoneft 
to  be  met  with  in  the  corners  of  rooms,  towards  evening,  and  before  rain.  They  are 
fo  light,  as  not  to  be  felt  when  they  pitch  on  the  fkin  ;  and,  as  foon  as  they  have  dart¬ 
ed  in  their  probofcis,  fly  off,  fo  that  the  firft  intimation  one  has  of  being  bit  by  them,  is 
the  itching  tumour.  Warm  lime-juice  is  its  remedy.  The  Mofquito  makes  a 
humming  noife,  efpecially  in  the  night-time. 
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And  with  fell  rage  the  flranger-gueft  aiTail,  335 

Nor  fpare  the  fportive  child  ;  from  their  retreats 
Cockroaches  crawl  difpleafingly  abroad  : 

Thefe,  without  pity,  let  thy  flaves  dedroy  * 

(Like  Harpies,  they  defile  whate’er  they  touch  :) 

While  thofe,  the  (mother  of  combuftion  quells. 

The  fpeckled  lizard  to  its  hole  retreats, 

And 

Ver.  334.  fand-fiesy]  This  infetf:  the  Spaniards  call  Mofquitilla ,  being  much 
fmaller  than  the  Mofquito.  Its  bite  is  like  a  fpark  of  fire,  falling  on  the  fkin,  which 
it  raifes  into  a  fmall  tumour  accompanied  with  itching.  But  if  the  fand-fly  caufes 
a  (harper  and  more  fudden  pain  than  the  Mofquito,  yet  it  is  a  more  honourable 
enemy,  for  remaining  upon  the  ikin  after  the  punffure,  it  may  eafijy  be  killed.  Its 
colour  is  grey  and  black,  ftriped*  Lemon-juice  or  firft  runnings  cure  its  bite. 

Ver.  337.  Cockroaches  crawl]  This  is  a  large  fpecies  of  the  chafer,  or  fcarifoeus, 
and  is  a  mod  difagreeable  as  well  as  deftruftive  infeft.  There  is  fcarce  any  thing 
which  it  will  not  devour,  and  wherever  it  has  remained  for  any  time,  it  leaves 
a  naufeous  fmell  behind  it.  Though  better  than  an  inch  long,  their  thicknefs  is 
no  ways  correfpondent,  fo  that  they  can  infinuate  themfelves  almoft  through  any 
crevife,  &c.  into  cabinets,  drawers,  bV.  The  fmell  of  cedar  is  faid  to  frighten  them 
away,  but  this  is  a  popular  miftake,  for  I  have  often  killed  them  in  prefTes  of  that 
wood.  There  is  a  fpecies  of  Cockroach,  which,  on  account  of  a  beating  noife 
which  it  makes,  efpecially  in  the  night,  is  called  the  Drummer.  Though  larger,  it 
is  neither  of  fo  burnifhed  a  colour,  nor  fo  quick  in  its  motions  as  the  common  fort, 
than  which  it  is  alfo  lefs  frequent,  and  not  fo  pernicious  ;  yet  both  will  nibble  peoples 
toe- ends,  efpecially  if  not  well  wafhed,  and  have  fometimes  occafioned  uneafo 
fores  there.  They  are  natives  of  a  warm  climate.  The  French  call  them  Ravets! 

Ver.  341.  the  fpeckled  lizard]  This  is  meant  of  the  ground-Iizard,  and  not  of  the 
tree-lizard,  which  is  of  a  fine  green  colour.  There  are  many  kinds  of  ground- 
lizards,  which,  as  they  are  common  in  the  hot  parts  of  Europe,  l  fhall  not  defcribe. 
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And  black  crabs  travel  from  the  mountain  down ; 

Thy  ducks  their  feathers  prune;  thy  doves  return, 

In  faithful  flocks,  and,  on  the  neighbouring  roof, 

Perch  frequent ;  where,  with  pleas’d  attention,  they  345 

Behold  the  deepening  congregated  clouds, 

With  fadnefs,  blot  the  azure  vault  of  heaven. 


Now,  while  the  Ihower  depends,  and  rattle  loud 
Your  doors  and  windows,  hafte  ye  houfewives,  place 
Your  fpouts  and  pails;  ye  Negroes,  feek  the  (hade,  350 

Save  thofe  who  open  with  the  ready  hoe 
The  enriching  water-courfe  ;  for,  fee,  the  drops, 


All  of  them  are  perfeaiy  innocent.  The  Caribbeans  ufed  to  eat  them  ;  they  are 
not  inferiour  to.,  fnakes  as  a  medicated  food.  Snuff  forced  into  their  mouth  foon 
convulfes  them.  They  change  colour,  and  become  torpid ;  but,  in  a  few  hours, 
recover.  The  guana,  or  rather  Iguana,  is  the  largeft  fort  of  lizard.  This,  when 
irritated,  will  fly  at  one.  It  lives  moftlyupon  fruit.  It  has  a  faw-like  appearance, 
which  ranges  from  its  head  all  along  its  back,  to  its  tail.  The  flelh  of  it  is  efteemed 
a  great  delicacy.  The  firft  writers  on  the  Lues  Venerea,  forbid  its  ufe,  to  thofe  who 
labour  under  that  difeafe.  It  is  a  very  ugly  animal.  In  fome  parts  of  South- 
America,  the  alligator  is  called  Iguana .  x 


Ver.  342.  And  black  crabs ]  Black  land-crabs  are  excellent  eating;  but  as  they 

fometimes  will  occafion  a  mod  violent  cholera  morbus,  (owing,  fay  planters,  to  their 
feeding  on  the  mahoe-berry)  they  Ihould  never  be  dreffed  till  they  have  fed  for  fome 
weeks  in  a  crab-houfe,  after  being  caught  by  the  Negroes.  When  they  moult,  hey 

are  moft  delicate;  and  then,  it  is  believed,  never  potion.  T^howe''"f™* 
that  at  that  time  they  have  no  gall,  but,  in  its  Head,  the  petrifaflion  ■ called  Crabs 
eye  is  found.  As  I  have  frequently  obferved  their  great  daws  (with  whmh^^y 
feverely  bite  the  unwary)  of  very  unequal  fizes,  it  is  proba  e,  t  e  e  r  = 
broke  off  by  accident,  or  otherwife. 
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Which  fell  with  flight  afperfion,  now  defcend 

In  dreams  continuous  on  the  laughing  land. 

The  coyeft  Naiads  quit  their  rocky  caves. 

And,  with  delight,  run  brawling  to  the  main  ; 
While  thofe,  who  love  dill  vifible  to  glad 
The  thirfty  plains  from  never-ceafing  urns, 
Aflume  more  awful  majedy,  and  pour,. 

i 

With  force  refidlefs,  down  the  channel’d  rocks. 
The  rocks,  or  fplit,  or  hurried  from  their  bafe. 
With  trees,  are  whirl’d  impetuous  to  the  fea : 
Fluctuates  the  fored  ;  the  torn  mountains  roar  : 
The  main  itfelf  recoils  for  many  a  league. 

While  its  green  face  is  chang’d  to  fordid  brown. 

A  grateful  frefhnefs  every  fenfe  pervades  ; 

While  beats  the  heart  with  unaccudom’d  joy: 

Her  ftores  fugacious  Memory  now  recalls ; 

And  Fancy  prunes  her  wings  for  loftied  flights. 

The  mute  creation  fhare  the  enlivening  hour; 
Bounds  the  brifk  kid,  and  wanton  plays  the  lamb. 
The  drooping  plants  revive ;  ten  thoufand  blooms. 

Which,  with  their  fragrant  fcents,  perfume  the  air, 
Burd  into  being;  while  the  Canes  put  on 
Clad  Nature’s  livelieft  robe,  the  vivid  green. 
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But  chief,  let  fix’d  Attention  caft  his  eye 
On  the  capt  mountain,  whofe  high  rocky  verge 
The  wild  fig  canopies,  (vaft  woodland  king, 

Beneath  thy  branching  (hade  a  banner’d  hod 

May  lie  in  ambufh  !)  and  whofe  fliaggy  fides,  380 

Trees  fhade,  of  endlefs  green,  enormous  fize. 

Wondrous  in  fhape,  to  botany  unknown, 

Old  as  the  deluge:  —  There,  in  (ecret  haunts, 

The  watery  fpirits  ope  their  liquid  courts 

There,  with  the  wood-nymphs,  link’d  in  feftal  band,  §85 

(Soft  airs  and  Phoebus  wing  them  to  their  arms) 

Hold  amorous  dalliance.  Ah,  may  none  profane. 

With  fire,  or  fieel,  their  myfiic  privacy  r 
For  there  their  fluent  offspring  firft  fee  day,.. 

Coy  infants  fporting  3  filver-footed  dew  39° 

To  bathe  by  night  thy  fprouts  in  genial  balm  3 
The  green-ftol’d  Naiad  of  the  tinkling  rill, 

Whofe  brow  the  fern-tree  (hades  3  the  power  of  rain 

Ver.  393.  Whofe  brow  the  fern-tree, ]  This  only  grows  in  mountainous  Htuatipns. 
Its  ftem  (hoots  up  to  a  confiderable  height,  but  it  does  not  divide  into  branches,  till 
near  the  fummit,  where  it  (hoots  out  horizontally,  like  an  umbrella,  into  leaves,  which 
refemble  thofe  of  the  common  fern.  I  know  of  no  medical  ufes,  whereto  this  fingularly, 
beautiful  tree  has  been  applied,  and  indeed  its  wood,  being  fpungy,  is  feldom  ufed 
to  ©economical  purpofes.  It,  however,  ferves  well. enough  for. building  mountain- 

huts,  and  temporary  fences  for  cattle. 

Ta 


- -» 


-a 


30  THE  SUGAR-CANE.  '  Book  L 

To  glad  the  thirfiy  foil  on  which,  arrang’d, 

The  gemmy  fummits  of  the  Cane  await  395 

Thy  Negroe-train,  (in  linen  lightly  wrapt,) 

Who  now  that  painted  Iris  girds  the  fky, 

(Aerial  arch,  which  Fancy  loves  to  Rride  !) 

Difperfe,  all-jocund,  o’er  the  long-hoed  land. 


The  bundles  fome  untie  ;  the  withered  leaves, 
Others  Rrip  artful  off,  and  careful  lay, 

Tvyice  one  junk,  difiant  in  the  ampleft  bed: 

O’er  thefe,  with  hafly  hoe,  fome  lightly  fpread 
The  mounded  interval ;  and  fmooth  the  trench  : 
Well-pleas’d,  the  mafier-fwain  reviews  their  toil; 
And  rolls,  in  fancy,  many  a  full-fraught  calk. 

So,  when  the  fhield  was  forg’d  for  Peleus’  Son ; 
The  fwarthy  Cyclops  lhar’d  the  important  talk  : 
With  bellows,  fome  reviv’d  the  feeds  of  fire  ; 
Some,  gold,  and  brafs,  and  Reel,  together  fus’d 
In  the  vafi  furnace ;  while  a  chofen  few. 

In  equal  meafures  lifting  their  bare  arms. 

Inform  the  mafs ;  and,  hilling  in  the  wave. 
Temper  the  glowing  orb:  their  fire  beholds, 
Amaz’d,  the  wonders  of  his  fufile  art. 
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While  Procyon  reigns  yet  fervid  in  the  Iky; 

While  yet  the  fiery  Sun  in  Leo  rides ; 

And  the  Sun’s  child,  the  mail’d  anana,  yields 
His  regal  apple  to  the  ravUh’d  tafte  ; 

And  thou  green  avocato,  charm  of  fenfe,  420 

Thy  ripened  marrow  liberally  beftow’fi: ; 

Begin  the  diftant  mountain-land  to  plant: 

So  fliall  thy  Canes  defy  November’s  cold,, 

Ungenial  to  the  upland  young;  fo  beft, 

Unftinted  by  the  arrow’s  deadening  power,  42:5 

Long  yellow  joints  fhall  flow  with  generous  juice. 

But,  till  the  lemon,,  orange,  and  the  lime, 

Amid  their  verdant  umbrage,  countlefs  glow 
With  fragrant  fruit  of  vegetable  gold; 

’Till  yellow  plantanes  bend  the  unftain’d  bough  430 

With  crooked  clutters,  prodigally  full; 

’Till  Capricorn  command  the  cloudy  Iky ; 

And  moitt  Aquarius  melt  in  daily  fhowers. 


Vbr.  41S.  the  mail'd  anana ]  This  is  the  pine-apple,  and  needs  no  defoription ;» 
the  cherimoya,  a  South- American  fruit,  is  by  all,  who  have  tailed  both,  allowed  to 
furpafs  the  pine,  and  is  even  faid  to  be  more  wholefome.  The  botanical  name  of 
the  pine-apple  is  bromelia:  Of  the  wild  pine-apple,  or  ananas  /bravo,  hedges  are 
Hiade  in  South-America,  It  produces  an  inferior  fort  of  fruit. 
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Friend  to  the  Cane-ifles  5  truft  not  thou  thy  tops, 
Thy  future  riches,  to  the  low-land  plain  : 

And  if  kind  Heaven,  in  pity  to  thy  prayers, 

Shed  genial  influence ;  as  the  earth  abfolves 
Her  annual  circuit,  thy  rich  ripened  Canes 
Shall  load  thy  waggons,  mules,  and  Negroe-train. 

But  chief  thee,  Planter,  it  imports  to  mark 
(Whether  thou  breathe  the  mountain’s  humid  air, 

Or  pant  with  heat  continual  on  the  plain ;) 

What  months  relent,  and  which  from  rain  are  free. 

« 

In  different  iflands  of  the  ocean-ftream. 

Even  in  the  different  parts  of  the  fame  ifle, 

The  feafons  vary ;  yet  attention  foon 
Will  give  thee  each  variety  to  know. 

This  once  obferv’d  ;  at  fuch  a  time  inhume 
Thy  plants,  that,  when  they  joint,  (important  age, 

Like  youth  juft  ftepping  into  life)  the  clouds 
May  conftantly  bedew  them  :  fo  fliall  they 
Avoid  thofe  ails,  which  elfe  their  manhood  kill. 

Six  times  the  changeful  moon  muft  blunt  her  horns, 
And  fill  with  borrowed  light  her  filvery  urn ; 
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Ere  thy  tops,  trufted  to  the  mountain-land. 
Commence  their  jointing :  but  four  moons  fufhce 
To  bring  to  puberty  the  low-land  Cane. 

In  plants,  in  beads,  in  man’s  imperial  race. 

An  alien  mixture  meliorates  the  breed  ; 

Hence  Canes,  that  fickened  dwarfifh  on  the  plain. 
Will  fhoot  with  giant-vigour  on  the  hill. 

Thus  all  depends  on  all  >  fo  God  ordains. 

Then  let  not  man  for  little  felfilh  ends, 

(Britain,  remember  this  important  truth ;) 

Prefume  the  principle  to  counteradt 

Of  univerfal  love  ;  for  God  is  love. 

And  wide  creation  ihares  alike  his  care. 

’Tis  faid  by  fome,  and  not  unletter  d  they. 

That  chief  the  Planter,  if  he  wealth  defire. 

Should  note  the  phafes  of  the  fickle  moon. 

On  thee,  fweet  emprefs  of  the  night,  depend 
The  tides ;  ftern  Neptune  pays  his  court  to  thee  ; 

The  winds,  obedient  at  thy  bidding  fmft, 

And  tempefts  rife  or  fall  ;  even  lordly  man. 

Thine  energy  controls.  —  Not  fo  the  Cane 
The  Cane  its  independency  may  boaft, 

Tho’  fome  lefs  noble  plants  thine  influence  own. 
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O  f  mountain-lands  ceconomy  permits 
A  third,  in  Canes  of  mighty  growth  to  rife  : 

But,  in  the  low-land  plain,  the  half  will  yield 
Tho’  not  fo  lofty,  yet  a  richer  Cane, 

For  many  a  crop  j  if  feafons  glad  the  foil. 

While  rolls  the  Sun  from  Aries  to  the  Bull, 

And  till  the  Virgin  his  hot  beams  inflame  ; 

The  Cane,  with  richeft,  mod  redundant  juice, 
Thy  fpacious  coppers  fills.  Then  manage  fo. 

By  planting  in  fucceflion  ;  that  thy  crops 
The  wondering  daughters  of  the  main  may  waft 
To  Britain’s  fhore,  ere  Libra  weigh  the  year: 

So  (hall  thy  merchant  chearful  credit  grant. 

And  well-earn’d  opulence  thy  cares  repay. 


490 


Thy  fields  thus  planted  ;  to  fecure  the  Canes 
From  the  Goat’s  baneful  tooth  ;  the  churning  boar ; 

From  thieves;  from  fire  or  cafual  or  defign’d ; 

Unfailing  herbage  to  thy  toiling  herds  49^ 

Would  d  thou  adord  ;  and  the  fpedlators  charm 
With  beauteous  profpedls :  let  the  frequent  hedge 
Thy  green  plantation,  regular,  divide. 

Ver.  482.  if  feafons  glad  the  foil.]  Long-continued  and  violent  rains  are  called 
Seafns  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
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With  limes,  with  lemons,  let  thy  fences  glow, 

Grateful  to  fenfe  ;  now  children  of  this  clime  :  500 

And  here  and  there  let  oranges  eredt 


Their  (hapely  beauties,  and  perfume  the  Iky. 

Nor  lefs  delightful  blooms  the  logwood-hedge. 

Whole  wood  to  codtion  yields  a  precious  balm, 

Specific  in  the  flux  :  Endemial  ail,  505 

Much  caufe  have  I  to  weep  thy  fatal  fvvay.  — 

But  God  is  juft,  and  man  mud  not  repine. 

Nor  fli all  the  ricinus  unnoted  pafs ; 


Ver.  500.  Now  children  of  this  clime  :~\  It  is  fuppofed  that  oranges,  lemons,  and 
limes  were  introduced  into  America  by  the  Spaniards  5  but  I  am  more  inclined  to 
believe  they  are  natural  to  the  climate.  The  Spaniards  themfelves  probably  had  the 
two  ftrft  from  the  Saracens,  for  the  Spanifh  noun  Naranjo,  whence  the  nnglifh  word 

Orange ,  is  plainly  Arabic. 

Ver.  503.  the  logwood-hedge .]  Linnaeus’s  name  for  this  ufeful  tree  is  Hamatoxylon , 
but  it  is  better  known  to  phyficians  by  that  of  Lignum  campechenfe.  Its  virtues,  as  a 
medicine,  and  properties  as  an  ingredient  in  dying,  need  not  to  be  enumerated  in 
this  place.  It  make?  a  no  lefs  ftrong  than  beautiful  hedge  in  the  Weft-Indies,  where 

it  rifes  to  a  confiderable  height. 

Ver.  508.  Nor  {ball  the  ricinus ]  This  flirub  is  commonly  called  the  phyfic-nuc. 
It  is  generally  divided  into  three  kinds,  the  common,  the  French,  and  the  Spanifh, 
which  differ  from  each  other  in  their  leaves  and  flowers,  if  not  in  their  fruit  or 
feeds.  The  p'ant  from  which  the  caftor-oil  is  extrafled  is  alfo  called  R  emus,  though 
it  has  no  refemblance  to  any  of  the  former,  in  leaves,  flowers,  or  feeds.  In  one  par¬ 
ticular  they  all  agree,  viz.  in  their  yielding  to  coition  or  expreflion  a  purgative  or  eme¬ 
tic  oil.  The  Spaniards  name  thefe  nuts  Avellams  purgatives  ;  hence  Ray  terms  them 
Av, Uana  purgatrices  mvi  ortss.  By  reading  they  are  fuppofed  to  lofe  part  of  Her  v>ru- 
lency,  which  is  wholly  dedroyed,  fay  fome  people,  by  taking  out  a  leal  like  Itib- 
dance  that  is  to  be  found  between  the  lobes.  The  nut  exceeds  a  walnut,  or  even  an 
almond,  in  fweetnefs,  and  yet  three  or  four  of  them  will  operate  bri  ky  ot  up  an 
down.  The  French  call  this  ufeful  Ihrub  Medecinin.  That  fpec.es  of  it  which  bears 
red  coral  like  flowers  is  named  Bellya.h  by  the  Barbadians  ;  and  its  rife  feeds  are  fup- 
Pofed  to  be  fpecific  again!!  melancholy. 
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Yet,  if  the  cholic’s  deathful  pangs  thou  dread’d, 

Tafte  not  its  lufcious  nut.  The  acaflee,  51a 

With  which  the  Tons  of  Jewry,  diff-neck’d  race. 

Conjecture  fays,  our  God-Mediah  crown’d  ; 

Soon  fhoots  a  thick  impenetrable  fence, 

Whofe  fcent  perfumes  the  night  and  morning  fky, 

Tho’  baneful  be  its  root.  The  privet  too,  515 

Whofe  white  flowers  rival  the  fir  A  drifts  of  fnow 
On  Grampia’s  piny  hills ;  (O  might  the  mufe 
Tread,  fluflfd  with  health,  the  Grampian  hills  again  !) 

Emblem  of  innocence  fhall  grace  my  fong. 

Boafl  of  the  dirubby  tribe,  carnation  fair,  520 

Nor  thou  repine,  tho’  late  the  mufe  record 

Ver.  510.  the  acajjee^]  Acacia.  This  is  a  fpecies  of  thorn;  the  juice  of  the 
root  is  fuppofed  to  be  poifonous.  Its  feeds  are  contained  in  a  pod  or  ligumen.  It  is 
of  the  clafs  of  the  fyngenefia.  No  aftringent  juice  is  extra&ed  from  it.  Its  trivial 
name  is  Cofnaiv.  Tournefoi  t  dcfcribcs  it  in  his  voyage  to  the  Levant.  Some  call  it 
the  Holy  Thorn,  and  others  Sweet  Biier.  The  half- ripe  pod  affords  a  ffrong  cement ; 
and  the  main  Item,  being  wounded,  produces  a  tranfparent  gum,  like  the  Arabic,  to 
which  tree  this  bears  a  ffrong  rcfemblance. 

Ver.  5 15.  the  privet]  Ligujlrum.  T  his  fhrub  is  fufffciently  known.  Its  leaves 
and  flowers  make  a  good  gargle  in  the  aphthae,  and  ulcered  throat. 

Ver.  520.  carnation  fair.]  This  is  indeed  a  mod  beautiful  flowering  fhrub.  It  is 
a  native  of  the  Weft-Indies,  and  called,  from  a  French  governor,  named  Depoinci, 
Poinciana.  If  permitted,  it  will  grow  twenty  feet  high  ;  but,  in  order  to  make  it  a 
good  fence,  it  fliould  be  kept  low.  It  is  always  in  bloflom.  Tho’  not  purgative,  it  is 
of  the  fenna-  kind.  Its  leaves  and  flowers  are  ffomachic,  carminative,  and  emmena- 
gogue.  Some  authors  name  it  Cauda  pavonis ,  on  account  of  its  inimitable  beauty  ;  the 
flowers  have  a  phyflcky  fmeil.  How  it  came  to  be  called  Doodle- doo  I  know  not ;  the 
barbadians  more  properly  term  it  Flower  Fence.  This  plant  grows  alfo  in  Guinea. 

Thy 
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Thy  bloomy  honours.  Tipt  with  burnifh’d  gold, 
And  with  imperial  purple  crefled  high, 

More  gorgeous  than  the  train  of  Juno’s  bird. 

Thy  bloomy  honours  oft  the  curious  mufe 
Hath  feen  tranfported :  feen  the  humming  bird, 
Whofe  burnifh’d  neck  bright  glows  with  verdant  gold 
Lead;  of  the  winged  vagrants  of  the  Iky, 

Yet  dauntlefs  as  the  ftrong-pounc’d  bird  of  Jove; 

With  fluttering  vehemence  attack  thy  cups, 

To  rob  them  of  their  nedtar’s  lufcious  flore. 


52.5 


53 o 


But  if  with  ftones  thy  meagre  lands  are  fpread ; 
Be  thefe  collected,  they  will  pay  thy  toil : 

And  let  Vitruvius,  aided  by  the  line. 

Fence  thy  plantations  with  a  thick-built  wall. 

On  this  lay  cuttings  of  the  prickly  pear ; 


535 


They 


Ver.  526.  feen  the  humming  bird,]  The  humming  bird  is  called  Pica  fore  by  the 
Spaniards,  on  account  of  its  hovering  over  flowers,  and  fucking  their  juices,  with¬ 
out  lacerating,  or  even  fo  much  as  difcompofing  their  petals.  Its  Indian  name,  fays 
Ulloa,  is  Guinde ,  though  it  is  alfo  known  by  the  appellation  of  Rabilargo  and  Lizongero, 
By  the  Caribbeans  it  was  called  Collobree.  It  is  common  in  all  the  warm  parts  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  There  are  various  fpecies  of  them,  all  exceeding  fmall,  beautiful  and  bold. 
The  crefted  one,  though  not  fo  frequent,  is  yet  more  beautiful  than  the  others.  It  is 
chiefly  to  be  found  in  the  woody  parts  of  the  mountains.  Edwards  has  defcribed  a  very 
beautiful  humming  bird,  with  a  long  tail,  which  is  a  native  of  Surinam,  but  which  I 
never  faw  in  thefe  iflands.  They  are  eafily  caught  in  rainy  weather. 

Ver.  536.  prickly  pear  ;]  The  botanical  name  of  this  plant  is  Opuntia ;  it  will 

grow 
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They  loon  a  formidable  fence  will  Ihoot : 

Wild  liquorice  here  its  red  beads  loves  to  hang, 

Whild:  fcandent  blolfoms,  yellow,  purple,  blue, 

Unhurt,  wind  round  its  Ihield-like  leaf  and  fpears.  54° 

Nor  is  its  fruit  inelegant  of  tafte, 

Tho’  more  its  colour  charms  the  ravilh’d  eye  5 
Vermeil,  as  youthful  beauty’s  rofeat  hue; 

As  thine,  fair  Chriftobelle  :  ah,  when  will  fate. 

That  long  hath  fcowl’d  relentlefs  on  the  bard,  345 

Give  him  fome  fmall  plantation  to  inclofe, 

Which  he  may  call  his  own?  Not  wealth  he  craves, 

grow  in  the  barreneft  foils,  and  on  the  tops  of  walls,  if  a  fmall  portion  of  earth  be 
added.  There  are  two  forts  of  it,  one  whofe  fruit  is  roundifh  and  fweet,  the  other, 
which  has  more  the  fhape  of  a  fig,  is  four.  The  former  is  fometimes  eaten,  but 
the  other  feldom.  The  French  call  them  Pomme  de  Raquctte.  Both  fruit  and  leaves 
are  guarded  with  {harp  prickles,  and,  even  in  the  interior  part  of  the  fruit,  there 
is  one  which  muff  be  removed  before  it  is  eaten.  The  leaves,  which  are  half 
an  inch  thick,  having  a  fort  of  pulp  interpofed  between  their  furfaces,  being  de¬ 
prived  of  their  fpines,  and  foftcned  by  the  fire,  make  no  bad  poultice  for  inflamma¬ 
tions.  The  juice  of  the  fruit  is  an  innocent  fucus,  and  is  often  ufed  to  tinge  guava 
jellies.  The  opuntia,  upon  which  the  cochineal  infedl  breeds,  has  no  fpines,  and 
is  cultivated  with  care  in  South-America,  where  it  alfo  grows  wild.  The  prickly 

pear  makes  a  flrong  fence,  and  is  eafily  trimmed  with  a  fcymitar.  It  grows  naturally 
in  fome  parts  of  Spain. 

Ver.  538.  wild  liquorice ]  This  is  a  fcandent  plant,  from  which  the  Negroes  ga¬ 
ther  what  they  call  Jumbee  Deeds.  Thefe  are  about  the  fize  of  pigeon-peas,  almoft 
round,  of  a  red  colour,  with  a  black  fpeck  on  one  extremity.  They  a£I  as  an 
emetic,  but,  being  violent  in  their  operation,  great  caution  fhould  be  obferved  in 
ufing  them.  The  leaves  make  a  good  pecloral  drink  in  diforders  of  the  bread.  By 
the  French  it  is  named  Petit  Panacocoy  to  difiinguifh  it  from  a  large  tree,  which  bears 
feeds  of  the  fame  colours,  only  much  bigger.  This  tree  is  a  fpecies  of  black  ebony. 

But 
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But  independance  :  yet  if  thou,  fweet  maid, 

In  health  and  virtue  bloom ;  tho’  worfe  betide. 

Thy  fmile  will  fmoothe  adverfity’s  rough  brow 

In  Italy’s  green  bounds,  the  myrtle  (hoots 

»  , 

A  fragrant  fence,  and  bloffoms  in  the  fun. 

Here,  on  the  rockied  verge  of  thefe  bled  ides, 

With  little  care,  the  plant  of  love  would  grow. 

i  -  *  *  “  ' 

Then  to  the  citron  join  the  plant  of  love. 

And  with  their  fcent  and  (hade  enrich  your  ides. 

Yet  fome  pretend,  and  not  unfpecious  they. 

The  wood-nymphs  foder  the  contagious  blad. 

Foes  to  the  Dryads,  they  remorfelefs  fell 
Each  fhrub  of  (hade,  each  tree  of  fpreading  root, 

That  woo  the  firft  glad  fannings  of  the  breeze. 

Far  from  the  mufe  be  fuch  inhuman  thoughts ; 

Far  better  recks  (he  of  the  woodland  tribes, 

Earth’s  elded  birth,'  and  earth’s  bed  ornament.  c 6k 

Afk  him,  whom  rude  neceflity  compels 
To  dare  the  noontide  fervor,  in  this  clime, 

Ah,  mod  intenfely  hot ;  how  much  he  longs 

Ver.  559.  contagious  blajl.]  So  a  particular  fpecics  of  blight  is  called  in  the  W efl- 
Jndies.  See  its  defcription  in  the  fecond  book. 

For 
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For  cooling  vafl:  impenetrable  fhade  ? 

The  mufe,  alas,  th’  experienc’d  mufe  can  tell : 

Oft  hath  (lie  travell’d,  while  folftitial  beams. 

Shot  yellow  deaths  on  the  devoted  land  ; 

Oft,  oft  hath  (lie  their  ill-judg’d  avarice  blam’d, 

Who,  to  the  Granger,  to  their  flaves  and  herds. 

Denied  this  bell:  of  joys,  the  breezy  fhade. 

And  aie  there  none,  whom  generous  pity  warms. 

Friends  to  the  woodland  reign ;  whom  fhades  delight  ? 
Who,  round  their  green  domains,  plant  hedge- row  trees ; 
And  with  cool  cedars,  fcreen  the  public  way? 

\  es,  good  Montano  ;  friend  of  man  was  he  : 

Him  perfection,  virtue’s  deadlieft  foe, 

Drove,  a  lorn  exile,  from  his  native  fhore  ; 
from  his  green  hills,  where  many  a  fleecy  flock, 
Where  many  a  heifer  cropt  their  wholefome  food; 

And  many  a  fwain,  obedient  to  his  rule. 

Him  their  lov’d  mafler,  their  protedlor,  own’d. 

Yet,  from  that  paradife,  to  Indian  wilds. 


57° 


575 


Vbr  572  yellow  deaths]  1  he  yellow  fever,  (o  which  Europeans  of  a  fanguine 

.  3b‘  °/.7b°dJ’  ,and  who  excecd  m  linking  or  exercife,  are  liable  on  their  arrival 
.n  the  Weft  Indies.  The  French  call  it  Maladie  de  Siam,  or  more  properly  La 

Fuvre  des  MateloU.  Thofe  who  have  lived  any  ,ime  in  the  illands  are  no  more 

tuhjea  to  th,s  dife.fi  than  the  Creoles,  whence,  however,  fonre  phyficians  have 
too  haftily  concluded,  that  it  was  of  foreign  extraftisn. 


To 
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To  tropic  funs,  to  fell  barbaric  hinds, 

A  poor  outcaft,  an  alien,  did  he  roam ; 

His  wife,  the  partner  of  his  better  hours,  590 

And  one  fweet  infant,  chear’d  his  difmal  way. 

Unus’d  to  labour  >  yet  the  orient  fun, 

Yet  weftern  Phoebus,  faw  him  wield  the  hoe. 


At  firft  a  garden  all  his  wants  fupplied, 

(For  Temperance  fat  chearful  at  his  board,)  595 

With  yams,  caffada,  and  the  food  of  ftrength, 
Thrice-wholefome  tanies :  while  a  neighbouring  dell. 


VER.596.  cajfada,-]  CafTavi,  caflava,  is  called  Jatropha  by  botanifts.  Its 
meal  makes  a  wholefome  and  well- tailed  bread,  although  its  juice  be  poifonous. 
There  is  a  fpecies  of  caffada  which  may  be  eat  with  fafety,  without  expreffing  the 
juice  ;  this  the  French  call  Carmgnoc .  The  colour  of  its  root  is  white,  like  a 
parfnip ;  that  of  the  common  kind  is  of  a  browniih  red,  before  it  is  fcraped.  By 
coaion  the  cafTada-juice  becomes  an  excellent  fauce  for  fi(h  ;  and  the  Indians  pre¬ 
pare  many  wholefome  diihes  from  it.  I  have  given  it  internally  mixed  with  flour 
without  any  bad  confequences  ;  it  did  not  however  produce  any  of  the  falutary  ef- 
eas  I  expeaed.  A  good  ftarch  is  made  from  it.  The  item  is  knotty,  and, 
beino-  cut  into  fmall  junks  and  planted,  young  fprouts  (hoot  up  from  each  knob. 
Horfes  have  been  poifoned  by  eating  its  leaves.  The  French  name  it  Manibot,  Mag - 
and  Manioc ,  and  the  Spaniards  Mandiccha.  It  is  pretended  that  all  creatures 
but  man  eat  the  raw  root  of  the  cafTada  with  impunity ;  and,  when  dried,  that  it 
is  a  fover  eign  antidote  againft  venomous  bites.  A  wholefome  drink  is  prepared  from 
this  root  by  the  I  ndians,  Spaniards,  and  Portuguefe,  according  to  Pineda  There  . 
one  fpecies  of  this  plant  which  the  Indians  only  ufe,  and  is  by  them  Baccac^ 

VER  cq7  tanies :  ]  This  wholefome  root,  in  foine  of  the  iflands,  is  called  Ec  a  . 

...  ws;-  -  -  Tr  tr -  jr  rr  skses 

as  the  fpiral  (talks  which  fupport  the  flower,  are  eaten  by  Negroes  as  a  a  . 
yam,  but  moft  people  think  them  preferable  in  point  of  taite 
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(Which  nature  to  the  fourfop  had  refign’d,) 

With  ginger,  and  with  Raleigh’s  pungent  plant. 

Gave  wealth  ;  and  gold  bought  better  land  and  Haves.  600 
Heaven  blefs’d  his  labour  :  now  the  cotton- (limb. 

Grac’d  with  broad  yellow  flowers,  unhurt  by  worms. 

O’er  many  an  acre  filed  its  whited:  down  : 

The  power  of  rain,  in  genial  moifture  bath’d 

His  cacao-walk,  which  teem’d  with  marrowy  pods  j  605 

His 

Ver.  598.  to  the  fourfop']  The  true  Indian  name  of  this  tree  is  Suirfaak.  It  grows 
in  the  barreneft  places  to  a  confiderable  height.  Its  fruit  will  often  weigh  two  pounds. 
Its  Ikin  is  green,  and  fomewhat  prickly.  The  pulp  is  not  difagreeable  to  the 
palate,  being  cool,  and  having  its  fweetnefs  tempered  with  fome  degree  of  an 
acid.  It  is  one  of  the  Ananas ,  as  arealf>  the  cuflard,  flar,  and  fugar-apples.  The 
leaves  of  the  fourfop  are  very  Alining  and  green.  The  fruit  is  wholefome,  but  fel- 
dom  admitted  to  the  tables  of  the  elegant.  The  feeds  are  difperfed  through  the  pulp 
like  the  guava.  It  has  a  peculiar  flavour.  It  grows  in  the  Eaft  as  well  as  the  Weft- 
Indies.  The  botanical  name  is  Guunabanui.  The  French  call  it  Petit  Corofol,  or 
Coeur  de  Bceuf  to  which  the  fruit  bears  a  refemblance.  The  root,  beino-  reduced  to 
a  powder,  and  fnuffed  up  the  nofe,  produces  the  fame  efFed  as  tobacco.  Taken  by 
the  mouth,  the  Indians  pretend  it  is  a  fpecific  in  the  epilepfy. 

Ver.  601.  cotton]  The  fine  down,  which  this  ftirub  produces  to  invelope  its  feeds, 
is  fufficiently  known.  The  Englilh,  Italian,  and  French  names,  evidently  are  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Arabic  Algodon ,  as  the  Spaniards  at  this  day  call  it.  It  was  firft 
brought  by  the  Arabians  into  the  Levant,  where  it  is  now  cultivated  with  great  fuc- 
cefs.  Authors  mention  four  fpecies  of  cotton,  but  they  confound  the  filk-cotton  tree, 
or  Ceiba,  among  them.  The  flower  of  the  Weft-India  cotton-flirub  is  yellow,  and 
campanulated.  It  produces  twice  every  year.  That  of  Cayenne  is  the  beftVany 
that  comes  from  America.  This  plant  is  very  apt  to  be  deftroyed  by  a  grub  within  a 
ftiort  time;  bating  that,  it  is  a  profitable  production.  Pliny  mentions  Gcjfipium, 
which  is  the  common  botanical  name  of  cotton.  It  is  likewife  called  Zylon.  Mar- 
tinus,  in  his  Philological  Lexicon,  derives  cotton  from  the  Hebrew  word  Katon, 
(or,  as  pronounced  by  the  German-Jevvs,  Kctoun .J 

Ver.  605.  cacao-walk]  It  is  alfo  called  Cocao  and  Cod.  It  is  a  native  of  fome  of 
^  the 
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His  coffee  bath’d,  that  glow’d  with  berries,  red 
As  Danae’s  lip,  or,  Theodofia,  thine, 

Yet  countlefs  as  the  pebbles  on  the  fhore  ; 

Oft,  while  drought  kill’d  his  impious  neighbour’s  grove. 

In  time,  a  numerous  gang  of  fturdy  Haves,  6io 

Well-fed, 

the  provinces  of  South- America,  and  a  drink  made  from  it  was  the  common  food  of 
the  Indians  before  the  Spaniards  came  among  them,  who  were  fome  time  in  thofe 
countries  ere  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  tafte  it;  and  it  muft  be  confeffel, 
that  the  Indian  chocolate  had  not  a  tempting  afpeft ;  yet  I  much  doubt  whether  the 
Europeans  have  greatly  improved  its  wholefomenefs,  by  the  addition  of  vanellas  and 
other  hot  ingredients.  The  tree  often  grows  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high,  and  is 
{freight  and  handfome.  The  pods,  which  feldom  contain  lefs  than  thirty  nuts  of 
the  fize  of  a  flatted  olive,  grow  upon  the  ftem  and  principal  branches.  The  tree 
loves  a  moift,  rich,  and  fhaded  foil  :  Hence  thofe  who  plant  cacao- walks,  fome- 
times  fereen  them  by  a  hardier  tree,  which  the  Spaniards  aptly  term  Madre  de  Cacao, 
They  may  be  planted  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  diftant,  though  fome  advife  to  plant 
them  much  nearer,  and  perhaps  wifely  ;  for  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  thin  them,  when 
they  are  pafl  the  danger  of  being  deflroyed  by  dry  weather,  Cfc.  Some  recommend 
planting  caffada,  or  bananas,  in  the  intervals,  when  the  cacao-trees  are  young, 
to  deftroy  weeds,  from  which  the  walk  cannot  be  kept  too  free.  It  is  generally 
three  years  before  they  produce  good  pods ;  but,  in  fix  years,  they  are  in  higheft 
perfection.  The  pods  are  commonly  of  the  fize  and  fhape  ol  a  large  cucumber- 
There  are  three  or  four  forts  of  cacao,  which  differ  from  one  another  in  the  colour 
and  goodnefs  of  their  nuts.  That  from  the  Caraccas  is  certainly  the  beff.  None 
of  the  fpecies  grow  in  Feru.  Its  alimentary,  as  well  as  phyfical  properties,  are 
fufficiently  known.  This  word  is  Indian. 

Ver.  606.  bis  toffee]  This  is  certainly  of  Arabic  derivation ;  and  has  been  ufed 
in  the  Eaft,  as  a  drink,  time  immemorial.  The  inhabitants  about  the  mouth  of  the 
Red-Sea  were  taught  the  ufe  of  it  by  the  Perfians,  fay  authors,  in  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury  ;  and  the  coffee- flirub  was  gradually  introduced  into  Arabia  helix,  whence 
it  paHed  into  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Jaftly  Conflaniinople.  1  he  I  urks,  though  fo 
exceflively  fond  of  coffee,  have  not  known  it  much  above  eighty  years ,  whereas 

the  Engl ifh  have  been  acquainted  therewith  for  upwards  of  an  hundred,  one 

G  2  Pafqua, 
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Well-fed,  well-cloath’d,  all  emulous  to  gain 
Their  mafler’s  fmile,  who  treated  them  like  men  ; 

Blacken’d  his  Cane-lands :  which  with  vafl  increafe. 

Beyond  the  wifh  of  avarice,  paid  his  toil. 

No  cramps,  with  fudden  death,  furpriz’d  his  mules ;  615 

\ 

No  glander-peft  his  airy  Aables  thinn’d  : 

And,  if  diforder  feiz’d  his  Negroe-train, 

Cel  Bus  was  call’d,  and  pining  Illnefs  flew. 

His  gate  flood  wide  to  all  ;  but  chief  the  poor, 

The  unfriended  ftranger,  and  the  fickly,  fhar’d 
His  prompt  munificence  No  furly  dog. 

Nor  furlier  Ethiop,  their  approach  debarr’d. 

The  Mufe,  that  pays  this  tribute  to  his  fame, 

Oft  hath  efcap’d  the  fun’s  meridian  blaze, 

Beneath  yon  tamarind-vifla,  which  his  hands 

Pafqua,  a  Greek,  having  opened  a  coffee-houfe  in  London  about  the  middle  of  the 
laft  century.  T  he  famous  traveler,  Thevenot,  introduced  coffee  into  Fiance. 
I  his  plant  is  cultivated  in  the  Weft-Indies,  particularly  by  the  French,  with  great 
fuccefs  ;  but  the  berry  from  thence  is  not  equal  to  that  from  Mocha.  It  is  a  fpecies 
ot  Arabian  jafmine  ;  the  flower  is  particularly  redolent,  and  from  it  a  pleafant  cor¬ 
dial  water  is  diftilled.  It  produces  fruit  twice  every  year ;  but  the  fhiub  muft  be  three 
years  old  before  any  can  be  gathered.  It  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  grow  above  fix 
foot  high.  It  is  very  apt  to  be  deftroyed  by  a  large  fly,  which  the  French  call  Mouche 
a  caffe  ;  as  well  as  by  the  white  grub,  which  they  name  Pucercn.  Its  medical  and 
alimentary  qualities  are  as  generally  known  as  thofe  of  tea. 

Ver.  625.  tamarind-vifla ,J  Xhis  large,  fhady,  and  beautiful  tree  grows  faft  even 
in  the  dtieft  foils,  and  lafts  long  ;  and  yet  its  wood  is  hard,  and  very  fit  for  mechani¬ 
cs  u*es*  ^  leaves  are  fmaller  than  thofe  of  fenna,  and  pennated  :  they  tafte  four- 

ifh> 
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Planted ;  and  which,  impervious  to  the  fun. 

His  latter  days  beheld. —  One  noon  he  fat 
Beneath  its  breezy  (hade,  what  time  the  fun 
H  is  fultry  vengeance  from  the  Lion  pour’d  ; 

And  calmly  thus  his  elded  hope  addred.  630 

u  Be  pious,  be  indudrious,  be  humane  ; 

61  From  proud  opprefiion  guard  the  labouring  hind. 

Whate’er  their  creed,  God  is  the  Sire  of  man, 

<c  His  image  they ;  then  dare  not  thou,  my  fon, 

<c  To  bar  the  gates  of  mercy  on  mankind.  635 

cc  Your  foes  forgive,  for  merit  mud  make  foes ; 

<c  And  in  each  virtue  far  furpafs  your  (ire. 

“  Your  means  are  ample.  Heaven  a  heart  bedow ! 

“  So  health  and  peace  (hall  be  your  portion  here; 

<c  And  yon  bright  (ley,  to  which  my  foul  afpires,  640 

«  Shall  blefs  you  with  eternity  of  joy.” 

ifh,  as  does  the  pulp,  which  is  contained  in  pods  four  or  five  inches  long.  They 
bear  once  a  year.  An  excellent  vinegar  may  be  made  from  the  fruit ;  but  the  Creoles 
chiefly  preferve  it  with  fugar,  as  the  Spaniards  with  fait.  A  pleafant  fyrup  may 
be  made  from  it.  The  name  is,  in  Arabic,  Tamara.  The  Anti'ents  were  not 
acquainted  therewith;  for  the  Arabians  firft  introduced  tamarinds  into  phyfic ; 
it  is  a  native  of  the  Eafl:  as  well  as  of  the  Wefi*Indies  and  South- America, 
where  different  provinces  call  it  by  different  names.  Its  cathartic  qualities  are  well 
known.  It  is  good  in  fea-fteknefs.  The  botanical  name  is  Tamarindus. 
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He  fpoke,  and  ere  the  fwift-wing*d  zumbadore 
The  mountain-defert  ftartl’d  with  his  hum ; 

Ere  fire-flies  trimm’d  their  vital  lamps ;  and  ere 

Dun  Evening  trod  on  rapid  Twilight’s  heel : 

His  knell  was  rung  ;  — 4 — 

And  all  the  Cane-lands  wept  their  father  loft. 

Muse,  yet  awhile  indulge  my  rapid  courfe^ 
And  I’ll  unharnefs,  foon,  the  foaming  fteeds. 


If  Jove  defcend,  propitious  to  thy  vows,  65a 

In  frequent  floods  of  rain  ;  fuccefiive  crops 
Of  weeds  will  fpring.  Nor  venture  to  repine, 

Tho’  oft  their  toil  thy  little  gang  renew ; 

Their  toil  tenfold  the  melting  heavens  repay  ; 

For  foon  thy  plants  will  magnitude  acquire,  655 

Ver.  642.  and  ere  the  fwifit-winfidzHjnbadore,']  This  bird,  which  is  one  of  the 
largeft  and  fwifteft  known,  is  only  feen  at  night,  or  rather  heard  ;  for  it  makes 
a  hideous  humming  noife  (whence  its  name)  on  the  defert  tops  of  the  Andes. 
See  Ulloa’s  Voyage  to  South-America.  It  is  alfo  called  Condor.  Its  wings, 
when  expanded,  have  been  known  to  exceed  fixteen  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  See 
Phil.  Tran/.  N°  208. 

Ver.  644.  Ere  fire  flies]  This  furprifing  infe£l  is  frequent  in  Guadaloupe,  GV.. 
and  all  the  warmer  parts  of  America.  There  are  none  of  them  in  the  Englifh 
Caribbee,  or  Virgin- Illands. 

Ver.  645.  on  rapid  Twilight's  heel ;]  There  is  little  or  no  twilight  in  the  Wcft- 
Indies.  AH  the  year  round  it  is  dark  before  eight  at  night.  The  dawn  is  equally 
fhort. 
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To  crufh  all  undergrowth  ;  before  the  fun, 

The  planets  thus  withdraw  their  puny  fires. 

And  tho’ untutor’d,  then,  thy  Canes  will  fhoot: 
Care  meliorates  their  growth,  The  trenches  fill 
With  their  collateral  mold;  as  in  a  town 
Which  foes  have  long  beleaguer’d,  unawares 
A  ftrong  detachment  Tallies  from  each  gate. 

And  levels  all  the  labours  of  the  plain. 

And  now  thy  Cane’s  firft  blades  their  verdure  lofe, 
And  hang  their  idle  heads.  Be  thefe  flript  off ; 

So  fhall  frefh  fportive  airs  their  joints  embrace. 
And  by  their  aalliance  give  the  fap  to  rife. 

But,  O  beware,  let  no  unfkilful  hand 

The  vivid  foliage  tear :  Their  channel’d  fpouts, 

Well-pleas’d,  the  watery  nutriment  convey. 

With  filial  duty,  to  the  thirfly  fiem  ; 

And,  fpreading  wide  their  reverential  arms, 

Defend  their  parent  from  folftitial  fkies. 


The  End  of  Book  L 
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ADVERTISEMENT  to  Book  II. 


T  HE  following  Book  having  been  originally  ad- 
drefled  to  William  Shenstone,  Efq;  and  by  him 
approved  of ;  the  Author  fhould  deem  it  a  kind  of  poe¬ 
tical  facrilege,  now,  to  addrefs  it  to  any  other.  To  his 
memory,  therefore,  be  it  facred  j  as  a  fmail  but  iincere 
teftimony  of  the  high  opinion  the  Author  entertained 
of  that  Gentleman’s  genius  and  manners ;  and  as  the  on¬ 
ly  return  now,  alas!  in  his  power  to  make,  for  the 
*  / 

friendlbip  wherewith  Mr.  Shenstone  had  condefcended 
to  honour  him. 


H  2 


ARGUMENT. 

»  **  —  «*  >4 

Subject  propofed.  Addrefs  to  William  Shenflone,  Efq.  Of  monkeys. 

*j  - 

Of  rats  and  other  vermin.  Of  weeds .  0/"  the  yellow  fy.  Of 

the  greafy  fly .  Of  the  blaft .  A  hurricane  defer  ibed .  Of  calms 
and  earthquakes .  A  tale . 
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ENOUGH  of  culture.  — A  lefs  pleafing  theme. 
What  ills  await  the  ripening  Cane,  demands 
My  ferious  numbers:  thefe,  the  thoughtful  Mufc 
Hath  oft  beheld,  deep-pierc’d  with  generous  woe. 
For  fhe,  poor  exile !  boafts  no  waving  crops ; 

For  her  no  circling  mules  prefs  dulcet  ftreams ; 

No  Negro-band  huge  foaming  coppers  fkim ; 

Nor  fermentation  (wine’s  dread  fire)  for  her, 

With  Vulcan’s  aid,  from  Cane  a  fpint  draws, 

Potent  to  quell  the  madnefs  of  de  pair. 

Yet,  oft,  the  range  fire  walks,  at  fhut  of  eve  ; 
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Oft  fees  red  lightning  at  the  midnight-diour. 

When  nod  the  watches,  dream  along  the  fky ; 

Not  innocent,  as  what  the  learned  call 

The  Boreal  morn,  which,  through  the  azure  air,  15 

Flafhes  its  tremulous  rays,  in  painted  ftreaks. 

While  o’er  night’s  veil  her  lucid  trefles  flow : 

Nor  quits  the  Mufe  her  walk,  immers’d  in  thought. 

How  (he  the  planter,  haply,  may  advife ; 

Till  tardy  morn  unbar  the  gates  of  light,  2® 

And,  opening  on  the  main  with  fultry  beam, 

To  burnifh’d  fllver  turns  the  blue-green  wave. 

Say,  will  my  Shenstone  lend  a  patient  ear, 

And  weep  at  woes  unknown  to  Britain’s  Ifle  ? 

Yes,  thou  wilt  weep;  for  pity  chofe  thy  bread, 

With  tafle  and  fcience,  for  their  foft  abode: 

Yes,  thou  wilt  weep:  thine  own  diflrefs  thou  bear’d 
Undaunted  ;  but  another’s  melts  thy  foul. 

1  * 

O  were  my  pipe  as  foft,  my  dittied  fong’’ 

As  fmooth  as  thine,  my  too  too  diflant  friend, 

Shenstone;  my  foft  pipe,  and  my  dittied  fong 
Should  hufh  the  hurricanes  tremendous  roar, 

And  from  each  evil  guard  the  ripening  Cane! 

4 
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Destructive,  on  the  upland  fugar-groves 
The  monkey-nation  preys:  from  rocky  heights,  35 

In  filent  parties,  they  descend  by  night. 

And  polling  watchful  fentinels,  to  warn 
When  hoftile  Heps  approach  ;  with  gambols,  they 
Pour  o’er  the  Cane-grove.  Lucklefs  he  to  whom. 

That  land  pertains!  in  evil  hour,  perhaps,  40 

And  thoughtlefs  of  to-morrow,  on  a  die 
He  hazards  millions ;  or,  perhaps,  reclines 
On  Luxury’s  foft  lap,  the  pell  of  wealth ; 

And,  inconfiderate,  deems  his  Indian  crops 

Will  amply  her  infatiate  wants  fupply.  45 

From  thefe  inlidious  droles  (peculiar  pell. 

Of  Liamuiga’s  hills)  would’ll  thou  defend 
Thy  waving  wealth  ;  in  traps  put  not  thy  trull. 

However  baited:  Treble  every  watch. 

And  well  with  arms  provide  them  ;  faithful  dogs,  50 

Of  nofe  fagacious,  on  their,  footlleps  wait. 

Ver.  46.  peculiar  pejl ]  The  monkeys  which  are  now  fo  numerous  in  the  moun¬ 
tainous  parts  of  St.  Chriftopher,  were  brought  thither  by  the  French  when  they  pof- 
fefled  half  that  ifland.  This  circumftance  we  learn  from  Pere  Labat ,  who  far¬ 
ther  tells  us,  that  they  are  a  moft  delicate  food.  The  Enghfh-Negroes  are  very  fond 
«,f  them,  but  the  White-inhabitants  do  not  eat  them.  They  do  a  great  deal  o  mi  - 
chief  in  St.  Kitts,  deftroying  many  thoufand  pounds  Sterling! s  worth  of  Canes 

every  year. 


With 
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With  thefe  attack  the  predatory  bands  ; 

Quickly  the  unequal  conflict  they  decline. 

And,  chattering,  fling  their  ill-got  fpoils  away. 

So  when,  of  late,  innumerous  Gallic  hofts 
Fierce,  wanton,  cruel,  did  by  ftealth  invade 
The  peaceable  American’s  domains. 

While  defolation  mark’d  their  faithlefs  rout ; 

No  fooner  Albion’s  martial  fons  advanc’d. 

Than  the  gay  daftards  to  their  forefls  fled, 

And  left  their  fpoils  and  tomahawks  behind. 

Nor  with  lefs  wade  the  whilker’d  vermine-race, 

A  countlefs  clan,  defpoil  the  low-land  Cane. 

These  to  deflroy,  while  commerce  hoi  As  the  fail. 

Loo fe  rocks  abound,  or  tangling  buflies  bloom, 

What  Planter  knows?  —  Yet  prudence  may  reduce. 

Encourage  then  the  breed  of  favage  cats, 

v  R*  ^  !•  'Thefe  to  dejhoy']  Rats,  &c.  are  not  natives  of  America,  but  came  by 
Hupping  from  Europe.  They  breed  in  the  ground,  under  loofe  rocks  and  bufhes. 
Duuthtc,  a  Roman,  who  was  phyfician  to  Pope  Sixtus  Quintus,  and  who  wrote  a 
Latin  poem  on  the  prefervation  of  health,  enumerates  domeftic  rats  among  animals 
that  may  be  eaten  with  fafety.  But  if  thefe  are  wholefome,  cane-rats  muft°be  much 
more  delicate,  as  well  as  more  nourifhing.  Accordingly  we  find  moft  field  Negroes 

fond  of  them,  and  I  have  heard  that  (traps  of  cane-rats  are  publicly  fold  in  the 
markets  of  Jamaica. 
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Nor  kill  the  winding  fhake,  thy  foes  they  eat. 

Thus,  on  the  mangrove-banks  of  Guayaquil, 

Child  of  the  rocky  defert,  lea-like  dream,  70 

With  ftudious  care,  the  American  preferves 
The  oallinazo,  elfe  that  fea-like  dream 

O  * 


(Whence  traffic  pours  her  bounties  on  mankind) 
Dread  alligators  would  alone  pofTefs. 

Thy  foes,  the  teeth- fil’d  Ibbos  alfo  love; 

Nor  thou  their  wayward  appetite  redrain. 


75 


Some 


Ver.  69.  mangrove-banks ]  This  tree,  which  botanifts  call  Rizophora ,  grows  in 
marfhy  foils,  and  on  the  Tides  of  rivers  ;  and,  as  the  branches  take  root,  they  frequent¬ 
ly  render  narrow  dreams  impaffable  to  boats.  Oyders  often  adhere  to  their  roots, 
&V.  The  French  name  of  this  ffrange  water-fhrub  is  Paltuvier.  The  fpecies 
meant  here  is  the  red  mangrove. 

Ver.  74.  Dread  alligators]  This  dreadful  animal  is  amphibious,  and  feldom  lays 
fewer  than  100  eggs.  Thefe  (he  carefully  covers  with  fand.  But,  notwithdanding 
this  precaution,  the  gallinazo  (a  large  fpecies  of  carrion-crow)  conceals  itfelf  among 
the  thick  boughs  of  the  neighbouring  trees,  and  thus  often  difeovers  the  hoard  of  the 
alligator,  which  {he  no  fooner  leaves,  than  the  gallinazo  foufes  down  upon  it,  and 
greedily  feraping  off  the  fand,  regales  on  its  contents.  Nor  is  the. male  alligator  lefs 
an  enemy  to  the  increale  of  his  own  horrid  brood,  than  thele  ufeful  birds  ;  for,  when 
Indina  prompts  the  female  to  let  her  young  fry  out  by  breaking  the  eggs,  he  never 
fails  to  accompany  her,  and  to  devour  as  many  of  them  as  he  can  :  So  that  the  mothcr 
fcarce  ever  efcapes  into  the  river  with  more  than  five  out  of  all  her  hundred.  Thus 
providence  doubly  prevents  the  otherwife  immenfe  propagation  of  that  voracious  ani¬ 
mal,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Guayaquil  ;  for  thcgallmazo  is  not  always  found, 

W  °r  Ebhs>  as  lhcy  are  m0rC  COmrT'y  C,a"ed’  are  " 

numerous  nation.  Many  of  them  have  their  teeth  filed,  and  blac  eno  in  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  manner.  They  make  good  (laves  when  bought  young  ,  , 
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Some  place  decoys,  nor  will  they  not  avail, 

Replete  with  roafted  crabs,  in  every  grove 
Thefe  fell  marauders  gnaw  and  pay  their  Haves 
Some  fmall  reward  for  every  captive  foe. 

So  pradlife  Gallia’s  fons ;  but  Britons  truft 
In  other  wiles ;  and  furer  their  fuccefs. 

With  Mifnian  arfenic,  deleterious  bane. 

Pound  up  .the  ripe  caflada’s  well-rafp’d  root, 

And  form  in  pellets ;  thefe  profufely  fpread 
Round  the  Cane-groves,  where  fculk  the  vermin-breed : 

They,  greedy,  and  unweeting  of  the  bait, 

Crowd  to  the  inviting  cates,  and  fwift  devour 

Their  palatable  Deaths  for  foon  they  feek 
The  neighbouring  fpring ;  and  drink,  and  fwell,  and  die.  90 
But  dare  not  thou,  if  life  deferve  thy  care, 

The  infedted  rivulet  tafle ;  nor  let  thy  herds 

neral,  foul  feeders,  many  of  them  greedily  devouring  the  raw  guts  of  fowls  :  They 
alfo  feed  on  dead  mules  and  horfes ;  whofe  carcafles,  therefore,  fhould  be  buried 
deep,  that  the  Negroes  may  not  come  at  them.  But  the  fureft  way  is  to 
burn  them  i  otherwife  they  will  be  apt,  privily,  to  kill  thofe  ufeful  animals,  in  order 
to  feaft  on  them. 

Ver.  76.  Nor  thou  their  wayward]  Pere  Labat  fays  that  Cane-rats  give  thofe 
Negroes  who  eat  them  pulmonic  diforders,  but  the  good  Jefuit  was  no  phyfician.  I 
have  been  told  by  thofe  who  have  eat  them,  that  they  are  very  delicate  food. 


So 
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Graze  its  polluted  brinks,  till  'rolling  time 
Have  fin’d  the  water,  and  deftroyed  the  bane. 

’Tis  fafer  then  to  mingle  nightfhade’s  juice 
With  flour,  and  throw  it  liberal  ’mong  thy  Canes : 

They  touch  not  this;  its  deadly  fcent  they  fly, 

And  hidden  colonize  home  diflant  vale. 

Shall  the  mufe  deign  to  fing  of  humble  weeds, 

That  check  the  progrefs  of  the  imperial  cane  ? 

In  every  foil,  unnumber’d  weeds  will  fpring ; 

Nor  fewefl:  in  the  befl: :  (thus  oft  we  find 
Enormous  vices  taint  the  nobleA  fouls ! ) 

Thefe  let  thy  little  gang,  with  fkilful  hand. 

Oft  as  they  fpread  abroad,  and  oft  they  fpread ; 

Careful  pluck  up,  to  fwell  thy  growing  heap 
Of  rich  manure.  And  yet  fome  weeds  arife. 

Of  afpe£t  mean,  with  wondrous  virtues  fraught  : 

(And  doth  not  oft  uncommon  merit  dwell 
In  men  of  vulgar  looks,  and  trivial  air  ?) 

Such,  planter,  be  not  thou  afham’d  to  fave 

Ver.  95.  ’7  is  fafer  then  to  mingle  nightfijad.es  juice]  See  the  article  Solatium  in 
Newman’s  Chemiftry  publifhed  by  Dr.  Lewis.  There  is  a  fpecies  of  Lafl-India  ani¬ 
mal,  called  a  Mungoes ,  which  bears  a  natural  antipathy  to  rats.  Its  introduction  into 
the  Sugar-Ifiands  would,  probably,  effectuate  the  extirpation  of  this  deflructive  vermin, 

I  z  From 
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From  foul  pollution,  and  unfeemly  rot ; 

Much  will  they  benefit  thy  houfe  and  thee. 

But  chief  the  yellow  thiftle  thou  feledt. 

Whole  feed  the  ftomach  frees  from  naufeous  loads ;  1 1 5 

And,  if  the  mufic  of  the  mountain-dove 
Delight  thy  penfive  ear,  fweet  friend  to  thought ! 

This  prompts  their  cooing,  and  enflames  their  love. 

Nor  let  rude  hands  the  knotted  grafs  profane, 

Whofe  juice  worms  fly:  Ah,  dire  endemial  ill!  120 

How  many  fathers,  fathers  now  no  more  ; 

How  many  orphans,  now  lament  thy  rage  ? 

The  cow-itch  alfo  fave ;  but  let  thick  gloves 

Thine  hands  defend,  or  thou  wilt  fadly  rue 

Thy  rafh  imprudence,  when  ten  thoufand  darts  125 


Ver.  1 14.  the  yellow  thiflle]  The  feeds  of  this  plant  are  an  excellent  emetic; 
and  almoft  as  ufeful  in  dyfenteric  complaints  as  ipecacuan.  It  grows  every  where. 

Ver.  1  19.  Nor  let  rude  hands  the  knotted  grafs  profanef]  I  his  is  truly  a  power¬ 
ful  vermifuge;  but,  uncautioufly  adminiftered,  has  often  proved  mortal.  The  juice 
of  it  clarified,  is  fometimes  given ;  but  a  decoftion  of  it  is  greatly  preferable.  Its  bo¬ 
tanical  name  is  Spigelia. 

Ver.  123.  The  cow-itch  alfo  fave ;]  This  extraordinary  vine  fhould  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  grow  in  a  Cane- piece  ;  for  Negroes  have  been  known  to  fire  the  Canes,  to 
fave  themfelves  from  the  torture  which  attends  working  in  grounds  where  it  has 
abounded.  Mixed  with  melafles,  it  is  a  fafe  and  excellent  vermifuge.  Its  feeds,  which 
rcfemblc  blackifh  fmall  beans,  are  purgative.  Its  flower  is  purple;  and  its  pods,  on 
which  the  flinging  brown  Seta  are  found,  are  as  large  as  a  full-grown  Englifh 


field -pea. 
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Sharp  as  the  bee-fting,  fallen  in  thy  flefli. 

And  give  thee  up  to  torture.  But,  unhurt, 

Planter,  thou  may’ll  the  humble  chickweed  cull ; 

And  that,  which  coyly  flies  the  aftonifli’d  grafp. 

Not  the  confection  nam’d  from  Pontus  King;  T3° 

Not  the  blefs’d  apple  Median  climes  produce, 


Ver.  128.  Planter ,  thou  may" (l  the  humble  chickweed']  There  are  two  kinds  ol 
chickweed,  which  grow  fpontaneoufly  in  the  Caribbees,  and  both  poilefs  very  confi- 
derable  virtues,  particularly  that  which  botanifts  call  Cajacia ,  and  which  the  Spani¬ 
ards  emphatically  name  Erudos  Csbres ,  or  Snakeweed,  on  account  of  its  remarkable 
qualities  againft  poifonous  bites.  It  is  really  of  ufe  againft  filh-poifon  ;  as  is  a  1°  the 

fenfitive  plant,  which  the  Spaniards  prettily  call  the  Vergonzoza ,  the  Bafhful,  and 
La  Donzella,  or  the  Maiden.  There  are  many  kinds  of  this  extraordinary  plant, 
which  grow  every  where  in  the  Iflands  and  South- America.  The  botanical  name  of 
the  former  is  Alfme ,  and  that  of  the  latter  Mimofa. 


Ver.  i70.  Net  the  confetlion']  This  medicine  is  called  Mithridatium ,  ,"honouc 
of  Mithridates  king  of  Pontus ;  who,  by  ufrng  it  conilantly,  had  (ecuted  urn  e 
from  the  effeas  of  poifon,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  when  he  aftually  a<"™pted  to 
put  an  end  to  his  life,  by  that  means,  he  failed  in  his  purpofe.  So,  at  lead,  Phn; 
informs  us.  But  we  happily  are  not  obliged  to  believe,  implicitly,  whatever  that  ela¬ 
borate  compiler  has  (old  us.  When  poifons  immediately  operate  on  the  nervous 
fyftem,  and  their  effefts  are  to  be  expelled  by  the  (kin,  this  elefluary  is  no  contemp 
tible  antidote.  But  how  many  poifons  do  we  know  at  prefent,  which  produce  t 
effeas  in  a  different  manner  ?  and,  from  the  acounts  of  authors,  we  have  reafon  t 
perfuaded,  that  the  antients  were  not  much  behind  us  in  .h  .r  vanety  o  poifo  . 
If,  therefore,  the  King  of  Pontus  had  really  intended  to  have  dellroyed 
could  have  been  at  no  lofs  for  the  means,  notwithftandmg  the  daily  ufe  u 


dote. 

Ver.  1 31.  Not  the  blefs’d  apple]  Authors  are  not  agi 
which  Virgil  attributes  fuch  remarkable  virtues,  nor  is  it 


eed  what  the  apple  is,  to 
indeed  poflible  they  ever 

fhould, 
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Tho’  lofty  Maro  (whofe  immortal  mufe 
Diftant  I  follow,  and,  fubmifs,  adore) 

Hath  fung  its  properties,  to  counteradt 

Dire  fpells,  fiow-mutter’d  o’er  the  baneful  bowl,  135 

Where  cruel  ftepdames  poifonous  drugs  have  brewed ; 

Can  vie  with  thefe  low  tenants  of  the  vale, 

In  driving  poifons  from  the  infedted  frame : 

For  here,  alas!  (ye  fons  of  luxury  mark!) 

The  fea,  tho’  on  its  bofom  Halcyons  fleep,  140 

Abounds  with  poifon’d  fill] ;  whofe  crimfon  fins, 

Whofe  eyes,  whofe  fcales,  bedropt  with  azure,  gold, 

Purple,  and  green,  in  all  gay  Summer’s  pride, 
i\mufe  the  fight  5  whofe  tafte  the  palate  charms  $ 

Yet  death,  in  ambulh,  on  the  banquet  waits,  145 

Unlefs  thefe  antidotes  be  timely  given. 

But,  fay  what  firains,  what  numbers  can  recite, 

Thy  praifes,  vervain ;  or  wild  liquorice,  thine  ? 

For  not  the  coftly  root,  the  gift  of  God, 

fhould.  However,  we  have  this  comfort  on  our  fide,  that  our  not  knowing  it  is 
of  no  detriment  to  us;  for  as  fpells  cannot  afFe£l  us,  we  are  at  no  lofs  for  antidotes 
to  guard  againft  them. 

Ver.  149.  For  not  the  coJUy  root,]  Some  medical  writers  have  bellowed'  the  hiah 
appellation  of  Donum  Dei  on  rhubarb. 

Gather’d 
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Gather’d  by  thofe,  who  drink  the  Volga’s  wave, 
(Prince  of  Europa’s  dreams,  itfelf  a  fea) 

Equals  your  potency !  Did  planters  know 
But  half  your  virtues  ;  not  the  Cane  itfelf. 
Would  they  with  greater,  fonder  pains  preferve  ! 
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Still  other  maladies  infefl  the  Cane,  155 

And  worfe  to  be  fubdu’d.  The  infedl-tribe 
That,  fluttering,  fpread  their  pinions  to  the  fun, 

Recal  the  mufe  :  nor  (hall  their  many  eyes, 

Tho’  edg’d  with  gold,  their  many-colour’d  down, 

From  Death  preferve  them.  In  what  diflant  clime,  160 

In  what  recedes  are  the  plunderers  hatch’d  ? 

Say,  are  they  wafted  in  the  living  gale. 

From  diflant  iflands  ?  Thus,  the  locufl-breed. 

In  winged  caravans,  that  blot  the  fky, 

Defcend  from  far,  and,  ere  bright  morning  dawn,  165 

Aftonifh’d  Afric  fees  her  crop  devour’d. 

Or,  doth  the  Cane  a  proper  neft  afford, 

And  food  adapted  to  the  yellow  fly? - 

The  {kill’d  in  Nature’s  myftic  lore  obferve. 

Each  tree,  each  plant,  that  drinks  the  golden  day, 

Some  reptile  life  fuftains :  Thus  cochinille 
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Feeds  on  the  Indian  fig  ;  and,  fhould  it  harm 
The  fofler  plant,  its  worth  that  harm  repays  : 

But  Ye,  bafe  infers !  no  bright  fcarlet  yield, 

To  deck  the  Britifh  Wolf  j  who  now,  perhaps, 

(So  Heaven  and  George  ordain)  in  triumph  mounts 
Some  firong-built  fortrefs,  won  from  haughty  Gaul ! 
And  tho’  no  plant  fuch  lufcious  nedar  yields, 

As  yields  the  Cane-plant;  yet,  vile  paricides! 
Ungrateful  ye!  the  Parent-cane  defiroy. 


175 


180 


Muse  !  fay,  what  remedy  hath  fkill  devis’d 
To  quell  this  noxious  foe  ?  Thy  Blacks  fend  forth, 

A  ftrong  detachment!  ere  the  encreafing  pell 
Have  made  too  firm  a  lodgment ;  and,  with  care, 

Wipe  every  tainted  blade,  and  liberal  lave  185 

With  facred  Neptune’s  purifying  fiream. 

But  this  Augaean  toil  long  time  demands, 

Which  thou  to  more  advantage  may’ll:  employ  : 

If  vows  for  rain  thou  ever  did’lt  prefer, 


Ver.  i 7 i.  Thus  cochinille ]  This  is  a  Spanifli  word.  For  the  manner  of  pro¬ 
pagating  this  ufeful  infe&,  fee  Sir  Hans  Sloane’s  Natural  Hiftory  of  Jamaica.  It  was 
long  believed  in  Europe  to  be  a  feed,  or  vegetable  production.  The  botanical  name 
of  the  plant  on  which  the  cochinille  feeds,  is  Opuntia  maxima ,  folio  ohlongo ,  ma- 
jore ,  fpinulis  obtufis ,  mollibus  ct  innocentibus  obfito ,  fore^Jlriis  rubris  variegato.  Sloane. 

Planter, 
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Planter,  prefer  them  now  :  the  rattling  (hower. 

Pour’d  down  in  conftant  ftreams,  for  days  and  nights, 
Not  only  fwells,  with  nedtar  fweet,  thy  Canes ; 

But,  in  the  deluge,  drowns  thy  plundering  foe. 

When  may  the  planter  idly  fold  his  arms. 

And  fay,  ct  My  foul  take  reft?”  Superior  ills, 

Ills  which  no  care  nor  wifdom  can  avert. 

In  black  fucceftion  rife.  Ye  men  of  Kent, 

When  nipping  Eurus,  with  the  brutal  force 

Of  Boreas,  join’d  in  ruffian  league,  aftaii 

Your  ripen’d  hop-grounds ;  tell  me  what  you  feel, 

And  pity  the  poor  planter ;  when  the  blaft, 

Fell  plague  of  Heaven  !  perdition  of  the  ifles ! 

Attacks  his  waving  gold.  Tho  well-manurd; 

A  richnefs  tho’  thy  fields  from  nature  boaft; 

Though  feafons  pour ;  this  peftilence  invades . 

Too  oft  it  feizes  the  glad  infant-throng, 

Nor  pities  their  green  nonage  :  Their  broad  blades 

Of  which  the  graceful  wood-nymphs  erft  compos’d 
The  greeneft  garlands  to  adorn  their  brows, 

Ver.  205.  Tho' feafons]  Without  a  rainy  feafon,  the  Sugar-cane  cc 
...  1  _  tv-  Plinv  the  Elder  writes  of  another 
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cultivated  to  any  advantage  :  -for  wna 
be  applied  to 


Ver.  205.  this  pejiilence]  It  mult,  hoi 
quent  in  lands  naturally  rich,  or  fuch  as 
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Firfl  pallid,  fickly,  dry,  and  withered  fhow  ; 
Unfeemly  flains  fucceed  ;  which,  nearer  viewed 
By  microfcopic  arts,  fmall  eggs  appear, 

Dire  fraught  with  reptile-life ;  alas,  too  foon 
They  burft  their  filmy  jail,  and  crawl  abroad, 
Bugs  of  uncommon  fhape ;  thrice  hideous  fhow! 


210 


Innumerous  as  the  painted  fhells,  that  load 
The  wave-worn  margin  of  the  Virgin-ifles ! 

Innumerous  as  the  leaves  the  plumb-tree  fheds. 

When,  proud  of  her  faecundity,  fhe  fliows, 

Naked,  her  gold  fruit  to  the  God  of  noon.  220 

Remorfelefs  to  its  youth  5  what  pity,  fay, 

Can  the  Cane’s  age  expedt  ?  In  vain,  its  pith 
With  juice  nedtarious  flows ;  to  pungent  four, 

Foe  to  the  bowels,  foon  its  nedtar  turns : 

Vain  every  joint  a  gemmy  embryo  bears,  225 

Alternate  rang’d ;  from  thefe  no  filial  young 
Shall  grateful  fpring,  to  blefs  the  planter’s  eye.  — 

With  bugs  confederate,  in  deftrudtive  league. 

The  ants’  republic  joins ;  a  villain  crew, 

Ver.  218.  the  plumb- tree  Jheds ,]  This  is  the  Jamaica  plumb  tree.  When  co¬ 
vered  with  fruit,  it  has  no  leaves  upon  it.  The  fruit  is  vvholefome.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  the  panfpan  is  deftitute  of  foliage  when  covered  with  flowers.  The  latter  is 
a  fpecies  of  jeffamine,  and  grows  as  large  as  an  apple- tree. 
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As  the  waves,  countiefs,  that  plough  up  the  deep, 

(Where  Eurus  reigns  vicegerent  of  the  fky, 

Whom  Rhea  bore  to  the  bright  God  of  day) 

When  furious  Aufter  dire  commotions  ftirs : 

Thefe  wind,  by  fubtle  fap,  their  fecret  way, 

Pernicious  pioneers!  while  thofe  invert,  23c 

More  firmly  daring,  in  the  face  of  Heaven, 

And  win,  hy  regular  approach,  the  Cane. 

’Gainst  fuch  ferocious,  fuch  unnumber’d  bands. 

What  arts,  what  arms  fla all  fage  experience  ufe? 

Some  bid  the  planter  load  the  favouring  gale,  240 

With  pitch,  and  fulphur’s  fuffocating  fleam  :  — 

Ufelefs  the  vapour  o’er  the  Cane-grove  flies, 

In  curling  volumes  loft ;  fuch  feeble  arms. 

To  man  tho’  fatal,  not  the  blaft  fubdue. 

Others  again,  and  better  their  fuccefs,  245 

Command  their  Haves  each  tainted  blade  to  pick 
With  care,  and  burn  them  in  vindictive  flames. 

Ver  an  Eurus  r signs]  The  Eaft  is  the  centre  of  the  trade-wind  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  which  veers  a  few  points  to  the  North  or  South.  What  Homer  fays  of  the 
Weft-wind,  in  his  iflands  of  the  bleffed,  may  more  aptly  be  applied  to  the  trade- 

winds. 
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Labour  immenfe !  and  yet,  if  fmall  the  pert > 

If  numerous,  if  induftrious  be  thy  gang  j 
At  length,  thou  may’ft  the  vidory  obtain. 

But,  if  the  living  taint  be  far  diffus’d, 

Bootlefs  this  toil ;  nor  will  it  then  avail 
(Tho’  afhes  lend  their  fuffocating  aid) 

To  bare  the  broad  roots,  and  the  mining  fwarms 
Expofe,  remorfelefs,  to  the  burning  noon. 

Ah !  muft  then  ruin  defolate  the  plain  ? 

Muft  the  loft  planter  other  climes  explore? 
Howe’er  reluftant,  let  the  hoe  uproot 
The  infefted  Cane-piece  j  and,  with  eager  flames, 
The  hoftile  myriads  thou  to  embers  turn  : 

Far  better,  thus,  a  mighty  lofs  fuftain, 

I  . 

Which  happier  years  and  prudence  may  retrieve ; 

•  » 

Than  rifque  thine  all.  As  when  an  adverfe  {form, 

Impetuous,  thunders  on  fome  lucklefs  fliip, 

From  green  St.  Chriftopher,  or  Cathay  bound  : 

Each  nautic  art  the  reeling  feamen  try  : 

The  rtorm  redoubles :  death  rides  every  wave  : 
Down  by  the  board  the  cracking  marts  they  hew ; 
And  heave  their  precious  cargo  in  the  main. 

Ver.  265.  Cathay]  An  old  name  for  China. 
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Say,  can  the  Mufe,  the  pencil  in  her  hand, 

The  all-wafting  hurricane  obfervant  ride  ? 

Can  Ihe,  undazzled,  view  the  lightning’s  glare. 

That  fires  the  welkin?  Can  fhe,  unappall’d. 

When  all  the  flood-gates  of  the  fky  are  ope, 

The  fhorelefs  deluge  ftem  ?  The  Mufe  hath  feen 
The  pillar’d  flame,  whofe  top  hath  reach’d  the  ftars; 
Seen  rocky,  molten  fragments,  flung  in  air 
From  /Etna's  vext  abyfs ;  feen  burning  ftreams 

Pour  down  its  channel’d  fides ;  tremendous  fcenes ! - 

Yet  not  vext  ./Etna’s  pillar’d  flames,  that  ftrike 
The  ftars ;  nor  molten  mountains  hurl’d  on  high; 

Nor  ponderous  rapid  deluges,  that  burn 
Its  deeply- channel’d  fides:  caufe  fuch  difmay. 

Such  defolation.  Hurricane  1  as  thou ; 

When  the  Almighty  gives  thy  rage  to  blow. 

And  all  the  battles  of  thy  winds  engage. 

Soon  as  the  Virgin’s  charms  ingrofs  the  Sun; 

And  till  his  weaker  flame  the  Scorpion  feels; 

But,  chief,  while  Libra  weighs  the  unfteddy  year: 
Planter,  with  mighty  props  thy  dome  fupport ; 

Each  flaw  repair  ;  and  well,  with  mafiy  bars, 
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Thy  doors  and  windows  guard  ;  fecurely  lodge 

Thy  flocks  and  mill-points.  —  Then,  or  calms  obtain; 

Breathlefs  the  royal  palm-tree’s  airieft  van  ; 

While,  o’er  the  panting  ifle,  the  daemon  Heat  295 

High  h  urls  his  flaming  brand;  vafl,  diflant  waves 
The  main  drives  furious  in,  and  heaps  the  fhore 
With  ftrange  productions :  Or,  the  blue  ferene 
AlTumes  a  louring  afpedt,  as  the  clouds 

Fly,  wild-careering,  thro’ the  vault  of  heaven;  300 

Then  tranfient  birds,  of  various  kinds,  frequent 
Each  flagnant  pool ;  fome  hover  o’er'  thy  roof ; 

Then  Eurus  reigns  no  more  ;  but  each  bold  wind, 

By  turns,  ufurps  the  empire  of  the  air 

With  quick  inconftancy  ;  ^05 

Thy  herds,  as  fapient  of  the  coming  ftorm, 

(For  beafls  partake  fome  portion  of  the  fky,) 

In  troops  affociate  ;  and,  in  cold  fweats  bath’d, 

Wild-bellowing,  eye  the  pole.  Ye  feamen,  now. 

Ply  to  the  fouthward,  if  the  changeful  moon,  310 

Or,  in  her  intcrlunar  palace  hid, 

Ye.r.  z^.Jloch  and  mill-points:-]  The  fails  are  fattened  to  the  mill-points,  as 
thofe  are  to  the  ttocks.  1  hey  fhould  always  be  taken  down  before  the  hurricane* 
feafon. 
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Shuns  night;  or,  full-orb’d,  in  Night’s  forehead  glows : 

For,  fee !  the  mifts,  that  late  involv’d  the  hill, 

Dilperfe;  the  midday-fun  looks  red;  ftrange  burs 

Surround  the  ftars,  which  vafter  fill  the  eye.  3  j  - 

A  horrid  ftench  the  pools,  the  main  emits ; 

Fearful  the  genius  of  the  foreft  fighs ; 

The  mountains  moan  ;  deep  groans  the  cavern’d  cliff. 

A  night  of  vapour,  ciofing  faff  around, 

Snatches  the  golden  noon.  —  Each  wind  appeas’d,  320 

The  North  flies  forth,  and  hurls  the  frighted  air: 

Not  all  the  brazen  engineries  of  man. 

At  once  exploded,  the  wild  burff  furpafs. 

Yet  thunder,  yok’d  with  lightning  and  with  rain, 

Water  with  fire,  increafe  the  infernal  din  :  325 

Canes,  {hrubs,  trees,  huts,  are  whirl’d  aloft  in  air. - 

The  wind  is  fpent ;  and  “  all  the  ifle  below 
“  Is  huffi  as  death.” 

Soon  iffues  forth  the  Weft,  with  fudden  burft ; 

And  blafts  more  rapid,  more  refiftlefs  drives:  330 

Ve r .  3  14.  Jirange  burs]  Thefe  are  aftral  halos.  Columbus  fbon  made  himfelf 
matter  of  the  figns  that  precede  a  huiricane  in  the  Wefl-Indies,  by  which  means 
he  faved  his  own  Iquadron  ;  while  another  large  fleet,  whofe  commander  deipiied  his 
prognoftics,  put  to  fea,  and  was  wrecked. 


Ruffes 


Rudies  the  headlong  Iky  ;  the  city  rocks ; 

The  good  man  throws  him  on  the  trembling  ground 
And  dies  the  murderer  in  his  inmoft  foul.  — 

Sullen  the  Weft  withdraws  his  eager  ftorms. - 

Will  not  the  tempeft  now  his  furies  chain  ? 

Ah,  no!  as  when  in  Indian  forefts,  wild, 

Barbaric  armies  fuddenly  retire 

After  fome  furious  onfet,  and,  behind 

Vaft  rocks  and  trees,  their  horrid  forms  conceal, 

Brooding  on  daughter,  not  repuls  d ,  for  foon 
Their  growing  yell  the  affrighted  welkin  rends, 

And  bloodier  carnage  mows  th’  enfanguin’d  plain  : 
So  the  South,  fallying  from  his  iron  caves 
With  mightier  force,  renews  the  aerial  war ; 

Sleep,  frighted,  flies ;  and,  fee !  yon  lofty  palm, 
Fair  nature’s  triumph,  pride  of  Indian  groves, 

Cleft  by  the  fulphurous  bolt !  See  yonder  dome. 
Where  grandeur  with  propriety  combin’d, 

And  Theodorus  with  devotion  dwelt ; 

Involv’d  in  fmouldering  flames.  —  From  every  rock, 

t 

Dafties  the  turbid  torrent ;  thro’  each  ftreet 
A  river  foamc,  which  fweeps,  with  untam’d  might, 
Men,  oxen.  Cane-lands  to  the  billowy  main.  — 
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Paufes  the  wind. — Anon  the  favage  Eaft 
Bids  his  wing’d  tempefts  more  relentlefs  rave ; 
Now  brighter,  vafter  corrufcations  flafh ; 
Deepens  the  deluge  ;  nearer  thunders  roll  ; 

Earth  trembles  5  ocean  reels ;  and,  in  her  fanes. 
Grim  Defolation  tears  the  fhrieking  ifle. 

Ere  rofy  Morn  poftefs  the  ethereal  plain, 

To  pour  on  darknefs  the  full  flood  of  day.  — 

Nor  does  the  hurricane’s  all-wafting  wrath 
Alone  bring  ruin  on  its  founding  wing  : 

Even  calms  are  dreadful,  and  the  fiery  South 
Oft  reigns  a  tyrant  in  thefe  fervid  ifies  : 

For,  from  its  burning  furnace,  when  it  breathes, 
Europe  and  Afia’s  vegetable  Ions, 

Touch’d  by  its  tainting  vapour,  fhrivel’d,  die. 
The  hardieft  children  of  the  rocks  repine : 

And  all  the  upland  Tropic-plants  hang  down 
Their  drooping  heads ;  fhew  arid,  coil’d,  aduft.  - 
The  main  itfelf  feems  parted  into  ftreams, 

Clear  as  a  mirror;  and,  with  deadly  fcents. 
Annoys  the  rower  5  who,  heart-fainting,  eyes 
The  fails  hang  idly,  noifelefs,  from  the  mart. 
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Thrice  haplefs  he,  whom  thus  the  hand  of  fate 
Compels  to  rifque  the  infufferable  beam  ! 

A  fiend,  the  word;  the  angry  fkies  ordain 
To  punifh  finful  man,  fhall  fatal  feize 

His  wretched  life,  and  to  the  tomb  confign.  380 

When  fuch  the  ravage  of  the  burning  calm, 

On  the  flout,  funny  children  of  the  hill ; 

What  mud  thy  Cane-lands  feel  ?  Thy  late  green  fprouts 
Nor  bunch,  nor  joint  5  but,  faplefs,  arid,  pine  : 

Thofe,  who  have  manhood  reach’d,  of  yellow  hue,  385 

(Symptom  of  health  and  ftrength)  foon  ruddy  fhow  ; 

While  the  rich  juice  that  circled  in  their  veins, 

Acef:ent,  watery,  poor,  unwholeiome  taftes. 

Nor  only,  planter,  are  thy  Cane-groves  burnt  5 
Thy  life  is  threatened.  Mufe,  the  manner  fing.  390 

Then  earthquakes,  nature’s  agonizing  pangs, 

Oft  (hake  the  aftonied  ides :  The  folfaterre 

Ver.  392.  folfaterre  ]  Volcanos  are  called  fuJpburs,  or fqlfaurres%  in  the  Weft" 
Indies.  There  are  few  mountainous  i Hands  in  that  part  of  the  globe  without  them, 
and  thofe  probably  will  deftroy  them  m  time.  I  faw  much  fulphur  and  alum  in  the 
folfaterre  at  Mountferrat.  The  ftteam  that  runs  through  if,  is  aloioft  as  hot  as  bailing 
water,  and  its  fleams  foon  blacken  filver,  bV. 
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Or  fends  forth  thick,  blue,  fuffocating  fleams  ; 

Or  fhoots  to  temporary  flame.  A  din, 

i 

Wild,  thro’  the  mountain’s  quivering  rocky  caves, 
Like  the  dread  crafh  of  tumbling  planets,  roars. 
When  tremble  thus  the  pillars  of  the  globe, 

Like  the  tall  coco  by  the  fierce  North  blown  ; 

Can  the  poor,  brittle,  tenements  of  man 
Withfland  the  dread  convulfion  ?  Their  dear  homes, 
(Which  fhaking,  tottering,  crafhing,  burfling,  fall,) 
The  boldefl  fly ;  and,  on  the  open  plain 
Appal’d,  in  agony  the  moment  wait. 

When,  with  difrupture  vafl,  the  waving  earth 
Shall  whelm  them  in  her  fea-difgorging  womb. 
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Nor  lefs  affrighted  are  the  beflial  kind. 

The  bold  fleed  quivers  in  each  panting  vein. 

And  flaggers,  bath’d  in  deluges  of  fweat: 

Thy  lowing  herds  forfake  their  graffy  food, 

And  fend  forth  frighted,  woful,  hollow  founds;  410 

The  dog,  thy  trufly  centinel  of  night, 

Deferts  hi6  poll  aflign’d  5  and,  piteous,  howls,  — — 

Wide  ocean  feels : - 

The  mountain-waves,  palling  their  cuflom’d  bounds, 
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Make  direful,  loud  incurflons  on  the  land. 
All-overwhelming:  Sudden  they  retreat, 

With  their  whole  troubled  waters ;  but,  anon. 
Sudden  return,  with  louder,  mightier  force  ; 

(The  black  rocks  whiten,  the  vext  fhores  refound ;) 
And  yet,  more  rapid,  didant  they  retire. 

Vad  corufcations  lighten  all  the  fky, 

With  volum’d  flames  ;  while  thunder’s  awful  voice. 
From  forth  his  fhrine,  by  night  and  horror  girt, 
Adounds  the  guilty,  and  appals  the  good  : 

For  oft  the  bed,  fmote  by  the  bolt  of  heaven, 
Wrapt  in  ethereal  flame,  forget  to  live: 

Elfe,  fair  Theana.  —  Mufe,  her  fate  deplore. 

Soon  as  young  reafon  dawn’d  in  Junio’s  bread. 
His  father  fent  him  from  thefe  genial  ifles, 

To  where  old  Thames  with  confcious  pride  furveys 
Green  Eton,  foft  abode  of  every  Mufe.  . 

Each  claflic  beauty  foon  he  made  his  own  ; 

And  foon  fam’d  Ifis  faw  him  woo  the  Nine, 

On  her  infpiring  banks:  Love  tun’d  his.  fong ; 

For  fair  Theana  was  his  only  theme,  _ _  ; 

Acado’s  daughter,  whom,  in  early  youth, 
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He  oft  diftinguifh’d  ;  and  for  whom  he  oft 
Had  climb’d  the  bending  coco’s  airy  height, 

To  rob  it  of  its  nedtar;  which  the  maid, 

Ver.  438.  the  bending  coco’s]  The  coco-nut  tree  is  of  the  palm  genus;  there  are 
feveral  fpecies  of  them,  which  grow  naturally  in  the  Torrid  Zone.  The  coco-nut  tree 
is,  by  no  means,  fo  ufeful  as  travellers  have  reprefented  it.  The  wood  is  of  little 
or  no  fervice,  being  fpungy,  and  the  brown  covering  of  the  nuts  is  of  too  rough  a 
texture  to  ferve  as  apparel.  The  {hell  of  the  nut  receives  a  good  polifh  ;  and,  having 
a  handle  put  to  it,  is  commonly  ufed  to  drink  water  out  of.  The  milk,  or  water 
of  the  nut,  is  cooling  and  pleafant  ;  but,  if  drunk  too  freely,  will  frequently  occafion 
a  pain  in  the  ftomach.  A  falutary  oil  may  be  extracted  from  the  kernel  ;  which,  if 
old,  and  eaten  too  plentifully,  is  apt  to  produce  a  fhortnefs  of  breathing.  A  fpecics 
of  arrack  is  made  from  this  tree,  in  the  Eaft-Indies.  The  largeft  coco-nut  trees  grow 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Oronoko.  They  thrive  beft  near  the  fea,  and  look  beauti¬ 
ful  at  a  diftance.  They  afford  no  great  {hade.  Ripe  nuts  have  been  produced  from 
them  in  three  years  after  planting.  The  nuts  Would  be  macerated  in  water,  before 
they  are  put  in  the  ground.  Coco  is  an  Indian  name;  the  Spaniards  call  it  alfo 
palma  de  las  Indias  ;  as  the  fmalleft  kind,  whofe  nuts  are  lefs  than  walnuts,  is  termed 
by  them  Coquillo.  This  grows  in  Chili,  and  the  nuts  are  efteemed  more  delicate 
than  thofe  of  a  larger  fize.  In  the  Maldivy  Wands,  it  is  pretended,  they  not  only 
build  houfes  of  the  coco  nut  tree,  but  alfo  veffels,  with  all  their  rigging;  nay,  and 
load  them  too  with  wine,  oil,  vinegar,  black  fugar,  fruit,  and  ftrong  water,  from 
the  fame  tree.  If  this  be  true,  the  Ma’divian  coco-nut  trees  muft  differ  widely  from 
thofe  that  grow  in  the  Weft-Indies.  The  coco  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the 
coco-nut  tree.  That  fhrub  grows  in  the  hotted  and  moifteft  vales  of  the  Andes.  Its 
leaf,  which  is  gathered  two  or  three  times  a  year,  is  much  coveted  by  the  natives  of 
South-America,  who  will  travel  great  journeys  upon  a  fingle  handful  of  the  leaves, 
Which  they  do  not  fwallow,  but  only  chew.  It  is  of  an  unpleafant  tafte,  but,  by  ufe, 

foon  grows  agreeable.  Some  authors  have  alfo  confounded  the  coco-nut  palm,  with 

the  coco  or^chocolate  tree.  The  French  call  the  coco-nut  tree,  Cocotier .  Its 
ftem,  which  is  very  lofty,  is  always  bent;  for  which  reafon  it  looks  better  in  an 
orchard  than  in  a  regular  garden.  As  one  limb  fades,  another  (hoots  up  m  the  Renter, 
like  a  pike.  The  botanical  name  is  Palma  indica ,  coccifera ,  anguloja. 
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When  he  prefented,  more  nedlarious  deem’d. — 

« 

The  fweeteft  fappadillas  oft  he  brought; 

From  him  more  fweet  ripe  fappadillas  feem’d.  — 

Nor  had  long  abfence  yet  effac’d  her  form  ; 

Her  charms  hill  triumph’d  o’er  Britannia’s  fair. 

One  morn  he  met  her  in  Sheen’s  royal  walks ; 
Nor  knew,  till  then,  fweet  Sheen  contain’d  his  all. 
His  tafte  mature  approv’d  his  infant  choice. 

In  colour,  form,  expreffion,  and  in  grace, 

She  (hone  all  perfed  ;  while  each  pleafmg  art, 

And  each  foft  virtue  that  the  fex  adorns, 

Adorn’d  the  woman.  My  imperfed  drain, 
Which  Percy’s  happier  pencil  would  demand, 

Can  ill  defcribe  the  tranfports  Junio  felt 
At  this  dilccvery :  He  declar’d  his  love ; 

She  own’d  his  merit,  nor  refus’d  his  hand. 


And  fhall  not  Hymen  light  his  brightefl  torch, 
For  this  delighted  pair?  Ah,  Junio  knew, 
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Ver.  441 .  fappadillas]  This  is  a  pleafant-tafted  fruit,  fomewhat  refembling  a 
bergamot-pear,  in  fhape  and  colour.  The  tree  which  produces  it,  is  large  and 
fhady.  Its  leaves  are  of  a  fhining  green  ;  but  the  flowers,  which -are  monopetalous, 
are  of  a  palifh  white.  The  fruit  is  coronated  when  ripe,  and  contains,  in  its  pulp, 
feveral  longifh  black  feeds.  It  is  wholefome.  Antigua  produces  the  beft  fappadillas  I 
ever  tailed.  The  trivial  name  is  Spanifli,  JBotanifts  call  it  Cainito. 
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His  fire  detefted  his  Theana’s  Houfe  !  — 

Thus  duty,  reverence,  gratitude,  confpir’d 
To  check  their  happy  union.  He  refolv’d 
(And  many  a  (igh  that  refolution  coft) 

To  pafs  the  time,  till  death  his  fire  remov’d. 

In  vihting  old  Europe’s  letter’d  climes : 

While  (he  (and  many  a  tear  that  parting  drew) 
Embark’d,  reluctant,  for  her  native  ifle. 

Tho’  learned,  curious,  and  tho’  nobly  bent, 

With  each  rare  talent  to  adorn  his  mind. 

His  native  land  to  ferve ;  no  joys  he  found. 

Yet  fprightly  Gaul;  yet  Belgium,  Saturn’s  reign; 

Yet  Greece,  of  old  the  feat  cf  every  Mufe, 

Of  freedom,  courage ;  yet  Aufonia  s  clime, 

His  heps  explor’d  ;  where  painting,  mufic’s  drains, 
Where  arts,  where  laws,  (philofophy’s  bed  child), 
With  rival  beauties,  his  attention  claim’d. 

To  his  juft-judging,  his  inf  rutted  eye, 

The  all-perfett  Medicean  Venus  feem’d 

A  perfett  femblance  of  his  Indian  fair . 

But,  when  (he  fpoke  of  love,  her  voice  furpafs'd 
The  harmonious  warblings  of  Italian  fong. 


Bo 


Book  II. 


THE  SUGAR-CANE. 

Twice  one  long  year  elaps’d,  when  letters  came,  4S0 

Which  briefly  told  him  of  his  father’s  death. 

Afflicted,  filial,  yet  to  Heaven  refign’d, 

Soon  he  reach’d  Albion,  and  as  foon  embark’d, 

Eager  to  clafp  the  object  of  his  love. 

Blow,  profperous  breezes;  fwiftly  fail,  thou  Po  :  4B5 

Swift  fail’d  the  Po,  and  happy  breezes  blew. 

In  Bifcay’s  ftormy  feas  an  armed  fhip, 

Of  force  fuperiour,  from  loud  Charente’s  wave 

Clapt  them  on  board.  The  frighted  flying  crew 

Their  colours  flrike  ;  when  dauntlefs  Junio,  fir’d  490 

With  noble  indignation,  kill’d  the  chief, 

Who  on  the  bloody  deck  dealt  daughter  round. 

The  Gauls  retreat ;  the  Britons  loud  huzza  ; 

And  touch’d  with  lhame,  with  emulation  ftung, 

So  plied  their  cannon,  plied  their  miflil  fires,  495 

That  foon  in  air  the  haplefs  Thunderer  blew. 

Blow  profperous  breezes,  fwiftly  fail  thou  Po, 

May  no  more  dangerous  fights  retard  thy  way  ! 

Soon  Porto  Santo’s  rocky  heights  they  fpy, 

Ver.  499.  Porto  Santo]  This  is  one  of  the  Madeira  iflands,  and  of  courfe  fubje& 
to  the  King  of  Portugal.  It  lies  in  32.33  degrees  of  N.  latitude.  It  is  neither  fo 
fruitful  nor  fo  large  as  Madeira  Proper,  and  is  chiefly  peopled  by  convi&s,  &c. 
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Like  clouds  dim  riling  in  the  diftant  Iky. 
Glad  Eurus  whittles ;  laugh  the  fportive  crew 
Each  fail  is  fet  to  catch  the  favouring  gale. 
While  on  the  yard-arm  the  harpooner  fits. 
Strikes  the  boneta,  or  the  (hark  infnares. 

The  little  nautilus  with  purple  pride 
Expands  his  fails,  and  dances  o’er  the  waves: 
Small  winged  fifties  on  the  ftirouds  alight; 
And  beauteous  dolphins  gently  played  around. 


Ver.  504.  The  boneta]  This  fifh,  which  is  equal  in  fize  to  the  largeft  falmon, 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  warm  latitudes.  It  is  not  a  delicate  food,  but  thofe  who 
have  lived  for  any  length  of  time  on  fait  meats  at  fea,  do  not  diflike  it.  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  in  his  voyage  to  Jamaica,  deferibes  the  method  of  ftriking  them. 


Ver.  504.  Or  the  J hark ]  This  voracious  fifh  needs  no  defeription;  I  have  feen 
them  from  15  to  20  foot  long.  Some  naturalifts  cal!  it  Cams  Carharlas,  They  have 
been  known  to  follow  a  flave-fhip  from  Guinea  to  the  Weft  Indies.  They  fwim 
with  incredible  celerity,  and  are  found  in  fome  of  the  warmer  feas  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  between  the  tropics. 


Ver.  505.  nautilus]  This  fifh  the  Teamen  call  a  Portuguefe  man  of  war.  It  makes 
a  moft  beautiful  appearance  on  the  water. 


Ver.  507.  winged  fijbis]  This  extraordinary  fpecies  of  fifh  is  only  found  in 
the  warm  latitudes.  Being  purfued  in  the  water  by  a  fifh  of  prey  called  Albacores, 
they  betake  themfelves  in  (hoals  to  flight,  and  in  the  air  are  often  fnapt  up  by  the 
Garayio,  a  fea  fowl.  They  fometimes  fall  on  the  fhrouds  or  decks  of  fh.ps. 
They  are  well  tafted,  and  commonly  fold  at  Barbadoes. 


Ver.  508.  Dolphins]  This  is  a  moft  beautiful  fifh,  when  fir  ft  taken  out  of  the 
fea ;  but  its  beauty  vanifhes,  almoft  as  Toon  as  it  is  dead. 
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Tho’  fafter  than  the  Tropic-bird  they  flew. 

Oft  Junio  cried,  ah!  when  fliall  we  fee  land?  510 

Soon  land  they  made  :  and  now  in  thought  he  clafpt 
His  Indian  bride,  and  deem’d  his  toils  o’erpaid. 

She,  no  lefs  amorous,  every  evening  walk’d 
On  the  cool  margin  of  the  purple  main. 

Intent  her  Junio’s  veflel  to  defcry.  515 

One  eve,  (faint  calms  for  many  a  day  had  rag’d,) 

The  winged  daemons  of  the  tempefl:  rofe; 

Thunder,  and  rain,  and  lightning’s  awful  power. 

She  fled :  could  innocence,  could  beauty  claim 

Exemption  from  the  grave;  the  ethereal  Bolt,  520 

That  flretch’d  her  fpeechlefs,  o’er  her  lovely  head 

*>  ,  4 

Had  innocently  roll’d. 

Mean  while,  impatient  Junio  Iept  afliore, 

Regardlefs  of  the  Daemons  of  the  {form. 

Ah  youth  !  what  woes,  too  great  for  man  to  bear,  525 

Are  ready  to  burft  on  thee  ?  Urge  not  fo 
Thy  flying  courfer.  Soon  Theana’s  porch 

Ver.  509.  ‘ Tropic-bird J  The  French  call  this  bird  Fregate,  on  account  of  its 
fwift  flying.  It  is  only  to  be  met  with  in  the  warm  latitudes. 
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Receiv’d  him  :  at  his  fight,  the  antient  (laves 
Affrighted  (hriek,  and  to  the  chamber  point : — 
Confounded,  yet  unknowing  what  they  meant. 

He  entered  hady - 

Ah!  what  a  fight  for  one  who  lov'd  fo  well! 

All  pale  and  cold,  in  every  feature  death, 

Theana  lay  ;  and  yet  a  glimpfe  of  joy 

Plaved  on  her  face,  while  with  faint,  faultering  voice. 

She  thus  addred  the  youth,  whom  yet  (he  knew. 

“  Welcome,  my  Junio,  to  thy  native  fhore ! 
ci  Thy  fight  repays  this  fummons  of  my  fate  : 

<<  Live,  and  live  happy  ;  fometimes  think  of  me : 

«  By  night,  by  day,  you  dill  engag’d  my  care; 

«  And  next  to  God,  you  now  my  thoughts  employ: 

cc  Accept  of  this - My  little  all  I  give; 

“  Would  it  were  larger”- - Nature  could  no  more; 

She  look’d,  embrac’d  him,  with  a  groan  expir’d. 

But  fay,  what  drains,  what  language  can  exprefs 
The  thoufand  pangs,  which  tore  the  lover  s  bread  ? 
Upon  her  breathlefs  corfe  himfelf  he  threw, 

And  to  her  clay-cold  lips,  with  trembling  hade, 
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Ten  thoufand  kiffes  gave.  He  ftrove  to  fpeak; 

Nor  words  he  found:  he  clafpt  her  in  his  arms;  550 

He  iigh’d,  he  fwoon'd,  look’d  up,  and  died  away. 

One  grave  contains  this  haplefs,  faithful  pair ; 

And  ftill  the  Cane-ides  tell  their  matchlefs  love  1 


The  End  of  Book  IL 


ARGUMENT. 


Hymn  to  the  month  of  January ,  when  crop  begins.  Addrefs.  Planter s  have  em¬ 
ployment  all  the  year  round.  Planters  fhould  be  pious.  A  ripe  Cane-piece 
en  fire  at  midnight.  Crop  begun.  Cane  cutting  defcribed.  Effects  of 
mufic.  Great  care  requifite  in  feeding  the  mill.  Humanity  towards  the 
maimed  recommended.  The  tainted  Canes  fhould  not  be  ground.  Their 

ufe.  How  to  preferve  the  laths  and  mill-points  from  fudden  /quails. 
Addrefs  to  the  Sun ,  and  praife  of  Antigua.  A  cattle-mill  defcribed. 
Care  of  mules ,  &c.  Difeafes  to  which  they  are  fubjett.  A  water-mill 
the  leafk  liable  to  interruption .  Common  in  Guadaloupe  and  Martinico. 
Praife  of  Lord  Romney.  The  neceffity  of  a  ftrong ,  clear  fire ,  in  boiling . 
Planters  fhould  always  have  a  fpare  fet  of  vejfels ,  becaufe  the  iron  fur¬ 
naces  are  ant  to  crack ,  and  copper  vejfels  to  melt.  The  danger  of  throw - 

*  i  r  -  r  - 

ing  cold  water  into  a  thorough-heated  furnace.  Oeanlinefs ,  and  fkim - 
ming  well ,  recommended.  A  boiling- houfe  fhould  be  lofty,  and  open  at 

top,  to  the  leeward.  Conftituent  parts  of  vegetables.  Sugar  an  effential 
fait.  What  retards  its  granulation.  How  to  forward  it.  Dumb  Cane . 
Effects  of  it.  Briftol-lime  the  heft  temper.  Various  ufes  of  Brifiol  lime. 
Good  mufcovado  defcribed.  Bermudas-lme  recctnmended.  The  Negroes 
fijould  not  be  hindered  from  drinking  the  hot  liquor.  The  chearfulnefs 
and  healihinefs  of  the  Negroes  in  crop-time.  Boilers  to  be  encouraged. 
They  fhould  neither  boil  the  Sugar  too  little,  nor  too  much.  When  the  Su¬ 
gar  is  of  too  loofe  a  grain ,  and  about  to  boil  over  the  teache,  or  lajl 
copper ,  a  little  greafe  fettles  it,  and  makes  it  boil  clofer.  The  French  of¬ 
ten  mix  fand  with  their  Sugars.  This  practice  not  followed  by  the  Eng - 
lifh.  A  character.  Of  the  Jkimmings.  Their  various  ufes.  Of  rum.  Its 
praife.  A  Weft-India  profpeft,  when  crop  is  finifhed.  An  addrefs  to  the 
Creoles ,  to  live  more  upon  their  eftates  than  they  do.  The  reafons. 
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FROM  fcenes  of  deep  diftrefs,  the  heavenly  Mufe, 
Emerging  joyous,  claps  her  dewy  wings. 

As  when  a  pilgrim,  in  the  howling  wafte, 

Hath  long  time  wandered,  fearful  at  each  ftep, 

Of  tumbling  cliffs,  fell  ferpents,  whelming  bogs ; 

At  laft,  from  fome  long  eminence,  defcries 

Fair  haunts  of  focial  life;  wide-cultur’d  plains, 

O’er  which  glad  reapers  pour ;  he  chearly  fmgs : 

So  fhe  to  fprightlier  notes  her  pipe  attunes, 

Than  e’er  thefe  mountains  heard ;  to  gratulate, 

With  duteous  carols,  the  beginning  year. 
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Hail,  eideft  birth  of  Time!  in  other  climes. 

In  the  old  world,  with  tempefts  uffier’d  in ; 

While  rifled  nature  thine  appearance  wails. 

And  favage  winter  wields  his  iron  mace :  1 5 

But  not  the  rockiefl;  verge  of  thefe  green  ifles, 

Tho’  mountains  heapt  on  mountains  brave  the  fky, 

Dares  winter,  by  his  refidence,  prophane; 

At  times  the  ruffian,  wrapt  in  murky  flate, 

Inroads  will,  fly,  attempt;  but  foon  the  fun,  20 

Benign  protestor  of  the  Cane-land  ifles, 

Repells  the  invader,  and  his  rude  mace  breaks. 

•  * 

Here,  every  mountain,  every  winding  dell, 

(Haunt  of  the  Dryads ;  where,  beneath  the  (hade 
Of  broad-leaf ’d  china,  idly  they  repofe,  25 

Charm’d 

4  »  > 

Ver.  17.  Tho’  mountains  heapt  on  mountains  ]  This  more  particularly  alludes  to 
St.  Kitts;  where  one  of  the  higheft  ridges  of  that  chain  of  mountains,  which  run 
through  its  center,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  bears  upon  it  another  mountain, 
which,  fomewhat  refembling  the  legendary  prints  of  the  devil’s  carrying  on  his 
fhoulders  St.  Chriftopher ;  or,  as  others  write,  of  a  giant,  of  that  appellation, 
carrying  our  Saviour,  in  the  form  of  -a  child,  in  the  fame  manner,  through  a  deep 
fea  ;  gave  name,  to  this  ifland. 

Ver.  25.  Of  broad-leaf' d  china ,]  The  leaves  of  this  medicinal  tree  are  fo  large, 
that  the  Negroes  commonly  ufe  them  to  cover  the  water,  which  they  bring  in  pails 
from  the  mountain,  where  it  chiefly  grows.  The  roots  of  this  tree  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  European  practice,  foon  after  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  but,  unlefs  they  are 
<refh,  it  muft  be  confefled  they  poflfefs  fewer  virtues  than  either  farfaparilla  or  lignum 

4  vitae. 
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Charm’d  with  the  murmur  of  the  tinkling  rill  • 
Charm’d  with  the  hummings  of  the  neighbouring  hive;) 
Welcome  thy  glad  approach  :  but  chief  the  Cane, 
Whofe  juice  now  longs  to  murmur  down  the  fpout, 
Rails  thy  lov’d  coming;  January,  hail! 

* 

* 

OMu*!  thou,  whofe  polifh’d  mind  contains 
Each  fcience  ufeful  to  thy  native  ifle  ! 

Philofopher,  without  the  hermit’s  fpleen ! 

Polite,  yet  learned  ;  and,  tho’  folid,  gay  ! 

Critic,  whofe  head  each  beauty,  fond,  admires ; 

Whofe  heart  each  error  flings  in  friendly  (hade  ! 

Planter,  whofe  youth  fage  cultivation  taught 
Each  fecret  leflon  of  her  fylvan  fchool  : 

To  thee  the  Mufe  a  grateful  tribute  pays ; 

She  owes  to  thee  the  precepts  of  her  fong : 

Nor  wilt  thou,  four,  refufe  ;  tho’  other  cares. 

The  public  welfare,  claim  thy  bufy  hour ; 

With  her  to  roam  (thrice  pleaflng  devious  walk) 


vitas.  It  alfo  grows  in  China,  and  many  parts  of  the  Eaft- Indies,  where  it  is 
greatly  recommended  in  the  gout,  palfy,  fciatica,  obftru&ions,  and  obftinate  headachs: 
but  it  can  furely  not  effect  the  removal  of  thefe  terrible  diforders ;  fince,  in  China, 
the  people  eat  the  frefh  root,  boiled  with  their  meat,  as  we  do  turnips  ;  and  the  better 
fort,  there,  ufe  a  water  diftilled  from  it.  The  Spaniards  call  it  P aio  de  China.  T he 
botanical  name  is  Smilax. 

N  The 
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The  ripened  cane-piece  ;  and,  with  her,  to  tafte 
(Delicious  draught!)  the  ne&ar  of  the  mill! 

The  planter’s  labour  in  a  round  revolves ; 

Ends  with  the  year,  and  with  the  year  begins. 

Ye  fwains,  to  Heaven  bend  low  in  grateful  prayer, 
Worfhip  the  Almighty;  whofe  kind-fodering  hand 
Hath  bled;  your  labour,  and  hath  given  the  cane 
To  rife  fuperior  to  each  menac’d  ill. 

Nor  lefs,  ye  planters,  in  devotion,  fue. 

That  nor  the  heavenly  bolt,  nor  cafual  fpark. 

Nor  hand  of  malice  may  the  crop  dedroy. 

Ah  me  !  what  numerous,  deafning  bells,  refound  ? 

What  cries  of  horror  dartle  the  dull  deep  ? 

/ 

What  gleaming  brightnefs  makes,  at  midnight,  day  ? 

By  its  portentuous  glare,  too  well  I  fee 
Palsemon’s  fate  ;  the  virtuous,  aad  the  wife  ! 

Where  were  ye,  watches,  when  the  dame  burd  forth 
A  little  care  had  then  the  hydra  quell’d  : 

But,  now,  what  clouds  of  white  fmoke  load  the  dcy  ! 
How  drong,  how  rapid  the  combudion  pours ! 
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Aid  not,  ye  winds!  with  your  deflroying  breath, 

The  ipreading  vengeance.  — They  contemn  my  prayer. 

Rous’d  by  the  deafning  bells,  the  cries,  the  blaze  ; 
From  every  quarter,  in  tumultuous  bands, 

The  Negroes  rufh  ;  and,  ’mid  the  crackling  flames, 
Plunge,  damion-like  !  All,  all,  urge  every  nerve  : 

This  way,  tear  up  thofe  Canes ;  dafh  the  fire  out. 
Which  fweeps,  with  ferpent-error,  o’er  the  ground. 
There,  hew  thefe  down;  their  topmofl  branches  burn: 
And  here  bid  all  thy  watery  engines  play ; 

For  here  the  wind  the  burning  deluge  drives. 

In  vain.  —  More  wide  the  blazing  torrent  rolls ; 

More  loud  it  roars,  more  bright  it  fires  the  pole  ! 

And  toward  thy  manfion,  fee,  it  bends  its  way. 

Hade  !  far,  O  far,  your  infant-throng  remove  : 

Quick  from  your  flables  drag  your  fleeds  and  mules: 
With  well-wet  blankets  guard  your  cyprefs-roofs ; 

And  where  thy  dried  Canes  in  large  flacks  are  pil’d.  — 
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Efforts  but  ferve  to  irritate  the  flames : 

Naught  but  thy  ruin  can  their  wrath  appeafe. 

Ah,  my  Palasmon!  what  avail’d  thy  care, 

Ver.  8  i  .And  where  thy  dried  Canes]  The  Cane-ftalks  which  have  been  ground, 
are  called  Magofs  ;  probably  a  corruption  of  the  French  word  Bagajfe ,  which  fignifies 
the  fame  thing.  Thev  make  an  excellent  fewel. 
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Oft  to  prevent  the  earlieft  dawn  of  day. 

And  walk  thy  ranges,  at  the  noon  of  night  ? 

What  tho’  no  ills  affail’d  thy  bunching  fprouts. 

And  feafons  pour’d  obedient  to  thy  will  : 

All,  all  mud  perifh  ;  nor  (halt  thou  preferve 
Wherewith  to  feed  thy  little  orphan-throng. 

Oh,  may  the  Cane-ifles  know  few  nights,  like  this! 
For  now  the  fail-clad  points,  impatient,  wait 
The  hour  of  fweet  releafe,  to  court  the  gale. 

The  late-hung  coppers  wifh  to  feel  the  warmth, 

Which  well-dried  fewel  from  the  Cane  imparts : 

The  Negroe-train,  with  placid  looks,  furvey 
Thy  fields,  which  full  perfection  have  attain’d. 

And  pant  to  wield  the  bill  :  (no  furly  watch 
Dare  now  deprive  them  of  the  lufcious  Cane :) 

Nor  thou,  my  friend,  their  willing  ardour  check; 
Encourage  rather;  cheerful  toil  is  light. 

So  from  no  field,  fhall  fiow-pac’d  oxen  draw 
More  frequent  loaded  wanes ;  which  many  a  dav, 
And  many  a  night  fhall  feed  thy  crackling  mills 
With  richeft  offerings :  while  thy  far  feen  flames, 
Burfting  thro’  many  a  chimney,  bright  emblaze 
The  fEthiop-brow  of  night.  And  fee,  they  pour 
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(Ere  Phofphor  his  pale  circlet  yet  withdraws. 

What  time  grey  dawn  ftands  tip-toe  on  the  hill,) 

O’er  the  rich  Cane-grove  :  Mufe,  their  labour  ling. 

Some  bending,  of  their  faplefs  burden  eafe 
The  yellow'  jointed  canes,  (whofe  height  exceeds 
A  mounted  trooper,  and  whofe  clammy  round 
Meafures  two  inches  full  5)  and  near  the  root 
Lop  the  hem  off,  which  quivers  in  their  hand 
With  fond  impatience  ;  foon  it’s  branchy  fpires, 

(Food  to  thy  cattle)  it  refigns ;  and  foon 
It’s  tender  prickly  tops,  with  eyes  thick  fet, 

To  load  with  future  crops  thy  long-hoed  land. 
Thefe  with  their  green,  their  pliant  branches  bound, 

(For  not  a  part  of  this  amazing  plant, 

But  ferves  fome  ufeful  purpofe)  charge  the  young. 

Not  lazinefs  declines  this  eafy  toil ; 

Even  lamenefs  from  it’s  leafy  pallet  crawls. 

To  join  the  favoured  gang.  What  of  the  Cane 
Remains,  and  much  the  larged  part  remains, 

Cut  into  junks  a  yard  in  length,  and  tied 

In  fmall  light  bundles  ;  load  the  broad- wheel’d  wane, 

The  mules  crook-harned,  and  the  durdier  ciew. 
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With  fweet  abundance.  As  on  Lincoln-plains, 

(Ye  plains  of  Lincoln  found  your  Dyer’s  praife !) 

When  the  lav’d  fnow-white  flocks  are  numerous  penn’d 
The  fenior  fwains,  with  fharpen’d  Shears,  cut  off 
The  fleecy  veflment ;  others  flir  the  tar  3 
And  fome  imprefs,  upon  their  captives  fldes, 

Their  matter's  cypher ;  while  the  infant  throng 
Strive  by  the  horns  to  hold  the  ftruggling  ram, 

Proud  of  their  prowefs.  Nor  meanwhile  the  jeft 
Light-bandied  round,  but  innocent  of  ill ; 

Nor  choral  fong  are  wanting :  eccho  rings. 

Nor  need  the  driver,  yEthiop  authoriz’d. 

Thence  more  inhuman,  crack  his  horrid  whip- 
From  fuch  dire  founds  the  indignant  mufe  averts 
Her  virgin-ear,  where  mufick  loves  to  dwell : 

’Tis  malice  now,  ’tis  wantonnefs  of  power 
To  lafh  the  laughing,  labouring,  flnging  throng. 

What  cannot  fong  ?  all  nature  feels  its  power : 

The  hind’s  blithe  whiflle,  as  thro’  ttubborn  foils 
He  drives  the  fhining  (hare;  more  than  the  goad. 

His  tardy  fleers  impells. — The  mufe  hath  feen. 
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When  health  danc’d  frolic  in  her  youthful  veins. 
And  vacant  gambols  wing’d  the  laughing  hours; 

The  mufe  hath  feen  on  Annan’s  paftoral  hills. 

Of  theft  and  (laughter  erft  the  fell  retreat, 

But  now  the  fhepherd’s  befl-beloved  walk : 

Hath  feen  the  fhepherd,  with  his  fylvan  pipe, 

Lead  on  his  flock  o’er  crags,  thro’  bogs,  and  dreams, 
A  tedious  journey ;  yet  not  weary  they, 

Drawn  by  the  enchantment  of  his  artlefs  fong. 

What  cannot  muflck  ?  —  When  brown  Ceres  afks 
The  reapers  flckle ;  what  like  magic  found, 

Puff’d  from  fonorous  bellows  by  the  fqueeze 

Of  tuneful  artiff,  can  the  rage  difarm 

Of  the  fwart  dog-ftar,  and  make  harveft  light  ? 

And  now  thy  mills  dance  eager  in  the  gale; 

Feed  well  their  eagernefs  :  but  O  beware  ; 

Nor  truft,  between  the  fteel-cas’d  cylinders. 

The  hand  incautious :  off  the  member  fnapt 
Thou’lt  ever  rue  ;  fad  fpedtacle  of  woe  ! 
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Are 


Vex,  168.  Off  the  member  fnapt\  This  accident  will  fometimes  happen,  efpecaily 
in  the  night:  and  the  unfortunate  wretch  mat  fall  a  viilun  to  his  impru  ence 
deepinefs,'  if  a  hatchet  do  not  immediately  ftrike  off  the  entangled  member ;  or 

mill  be  not  inftantly  put  out  of  the  wind.  pere 
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Are  there,  the  mufe  can  fcarce  believe  the  tale;  170 

Are  there,  who  loft  to  every  feeling  fenfe, 

To  reafon,  intereft  loft  ;  their  Haves  defer t. 

And  manumit  them,  generous  boon  !  to  ftarve 
Maim’d  by  imprudence,  or  the  hand  of  Heaven  ? 

The  good  man  feeds  his  blind,  his  aged  fteed,  175 

That  in  his  fervice  fpent  his  vigorous  prime : 

And  dares  a  mortal  to  his  fellow- man, 

(For  fpite  of  vanity,  thy  flaves  are  men) 

Deny  protection  ?  Mufe  fupprefs  the  tale. 

Ye!  who  in  bundles  bind  the  lopt-off  Canes;  180 

But  chiefly  ye!  who  feed  the  tight- brac’d  mill; 

Pere  Labat  fays,  he  was  informed  the  Jinglifh  were  wont,  as  a  punifhment,  thus 
to  grind  their  negroes  to  death.  But  one  may  venture  to  affirm  this  punifhment 
never  had  the  fan&ion  of  law;  and  if  any  Englishman  ever  did  grind  his  negroes 
to  death,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  aver,  he  was  univerfally  detefted  by  his  coun¬ 
trymen. 

Indeed  the  bare  fufpicion  of  fuch  a  piece  of  barbarity  leaves  a  {fain  :  and  therefore 
authors  cannot  be  too  cautious  of  admitting  into  their  writings,  any  infinuation  that 
bears  hard  on  the  humanity  of  a  people. 

Daily  obfervation  affords  but  too  many  proofs,  where  domeflic  flavery  does  not 
obtain,  of  the  fatal  confcquences  of  indulged  paffion  and  revenge  ;  but  where  one 
man  is  the  abfolute  property  of  another,  thofe  paffions  may  perhaps  receive  addition¬ 
al  activity  :  planters,  therefore,  cannot  be  too  much  on  their  guard  againft  the  firft 
fallies  of  paffion  ;  as  by  indulgence,  paffion,  like  a  favourite,  will  at  laft  grow  in¬ 
dependently  powerful. 
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In  feparate  parcels,  far,  the  infe&ed  fling : 

Of  bad  Cane-juice  the  leaft  admixture  fpoils 
The  richeft,  founded:  thus,  in  paftoral  walks. 

One  tainted  fheep  contaminates  the  fold. 


Nor  yet  to  dung-heaps  thou  reflgn  the  canes. 

Which  or  the  fun  hath  burnt,  or  rats  have  gnaw’d. 
Thefe,  to  fmall  junks  reduc’d,  and  in  huge  calks 
Steept,  where  no  cool  winds  blow ;  do  thou  ferment : — 
Then,  when  from  his  entanglements  inlarg’d 
Th’  evaflve  fpirit  mounts  by  Vulcan’s  aid, 

(Nor  Amphitryte  will  her  help  deny,) 

Do  thou  through  all  his  winding  ways  purfue 
The  runaway ;  till  in  thy  fparkling  bowl 
Confin’d,  he  dances ;  more  a  friend  to  life, 

And  joy,  than  that  Nepenthe  fam’d  of  yore, 

Which  Polydamna,  Thone’s  imperial  queen. 

Taught  Jove-born  Helen  on  the  banks  of  Nile. 

As  on  old  ocean,  when  the  wind  blows  high, 

The  cautious  mariner  contra&s  his  fail ; 

So  here,  when  fqualy  burfts  the  fpeeding  gale, 

If  thou  from  ruin  would’d  thy  points  preferve, 


's-bellying  canvafs  to  the  florm  oppofe. 

rER.  IQ2.  Amphitryte ]  A  mixture  of  fca  water,  is  a  real  improvement  1 


tillation  of  rum. 
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Yet  the  faint  breeze  oft  fags  on  liftlefs  wings, 
Nor  tremulates  the  coco’s  airieft  arch. 

While  the  red  fun  darts  deluges  of  fire; 

And  foon  (if  on  the  gale  thy  crop  depend,) 

Will  all  thy  hopes  of  opulence  defeat. 


<£  Informer  of  the  planetary  train  1” 
Source  undiminilhed  of  all-cheering  light. 
Of  rofeat  beauty,  and  heart-gladning  joy  ! 
Fountain  of  being,  on  whofe  water  broods 
The  organic  fpirit,  principle  of  life ! 


Lord  of  the  feafons  !  who  in  courtly  pomp 
Lacquay  thy  prefence,  and  with  glad  difpatch, 
Pour  at  thy  bidding,  o’er  the  land  and  fea ! 
Parent  of  Vegetation,  whofe  fond  grafp 
The  Sugar-Cane  difplays;  and  whofe  green  car 
Soft-dealing  dews,  with  liquid  pearls  adorn’d, 
Fat-foflering  rains,  and  buxom  genial  airs 
Attend  triumphant !  Why,  ah  why  fo  oft. 

Why  hath  Antigua,  fweetly  focial  ifle. 


Ver.  222.  Why  hath  Antigua ]  This  beautiful  ifland  lies  in  16  degrees  and 
14  min.  N.Jat.  It  was  long  uninhabited  on  account  of  its  wanting  frelh-water 
rivers ;  but  is  now  more  fully  peopled,  and  as  well  cultivated  as  any  of  the  leeward 
iflands.  In  a  feafonable  year,  it  has  made  30,000  hoglheads  of  fugar.  It  has  no 
very  high  mountains.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  clayey.  The  water  of  the  body-ponds 
may  be  ufcd  for  every  purpofe  of  life,  Antigua  is  well  fortified,  and  has  a  good  militia* 
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Nurfe  of  each  art;  where  fcience  yet  finds  friends 
Amid  this  wafte  of  waters;  wept  thy  rage? 


Then  truft  not,  planter,  to  the  unfteddy  gale;  225 

But  in  Tobago’s  endlefs  forefts  fell 
The  tall  tough  hiccory,  or  calaba. 

Of  this,  be  forc’d  two  pillars  in  the  ground, 

Four  paces  diftant,  and  two  cubits  high : 

Other  two  pillars  raife;  the  wood  the  fame,  230 

Of  equal  fize  and  height.  The  Calaba 
Than  fteel  more  durable,  contemns  the  rain. 

And  fun’s  intenfeft  beam  ;  the  worm,  that  pefi: 


Of  mariners,  which  winds  its  fatal  way 

Through  heart  of  Britifh  oak,  reluftant  leaves  235 

The  clofer  calaba.— By  tranfverfe  beams 
Secure  the  whole;  and  in  the  pillar d  fiame, 

Sink,  artift,  the  vaft  bridge-tree’s  mortis’d  form 
Of  ponderous  hiccory  ;  hiccory  time  defies : 


Ver.  227.  Hiccory]  This  is  a  lofty  fpreading  tree,  of  very  hard  wood,  excellently 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  of  the  mill-wright.  The  nut,  who  e  (hell  .s  thick  hard, 
and  roughifh,  contains  an  agreeable  and  wholefome  kernel.  It  grows  in  great  abun¬ 
dance  in  St.  Croix,  Crab  ifland,  and  Tobago. 


Ver  227.  Calaba]  This  lofty  tree  is  commonly  called  Maftic :  it  is  a  hard  wood, 
Jis  found'  in  the  pices  where  «he  Hiccory  grows  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and 
are  fucceeded  by  a  fruit,  which  bears  a  diftant  refemb  ance  to  a 

O  a  To 
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To  this  be  nail’d  three  polifh’d  iron  plates; 

. 

Whereon,  three  fteel  Capouces,  turn  with  cafe, 

Of  three  long  rollers,  twice-nine  inches  round. 

With  iron  cas’d,  and  jagg’d  with  many  a  cogg. 

The  central  Cylinder  exceeds  the  reft 
In  portly  fize,  thence  aptly  Captain  nam’d. 

To  this  be  rivetted  th’  extended  fweeps ; 

And  harnefs  to  each  fweep  two  feafoned  mules : 

They  pacing  round,  give  motion  to  the  whole. 

The  clofe  brac’d  cylinders  with  eafe  revolve 
On  their  greas’d  axle  $  and  with  eafe  reduce 
To  trafb,  the  Canes  thy  negroes  throw  between. 

Faft  flows  the  liquor  thro’  the  lead-lin’d  fpouts; 

And  depurated  by  oppoflng  wires. 

In  the  receiver  floats  a  limpid  ftream. 

So  twice  five  calks,  with  mufcovado  fill’d, 

Shall  from  thy  ftaunchions  drip,  ere  Day’s  bright  god 
Hath  in  the  Atlantic  fix  times  cool’d  his  wheels. 


240 
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Wouldst  thou  againft  calamity  provide? 

Let  a  well  fhingled  roof,  from  Raleigh’s  land. 

Defend 

Ver.  259*  Raleigh  s  land ]  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  gave  the  name  of  Virginia,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  to  the  whole  of  the  north-eaft  of  North  America,  which 
Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  native  of  Briftol,  (though  others  call  him  a  Venetian,)  firft  difco- 

vered 
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Defend  thy  flock  from  noon's  inclement  blaze,  260 

And  from  night-dews  5  for  night  no  refpite  knows. 

Nor,  when  their  dedin’d  labour  is  perform’d, 

Be  thou  afham’d  to  lead  the  panting  mules 

(The  mufe,  foft  parent  of  each  facial  grace, 

With  eyes  of  love  God’s  whole  creation  views)  26  5 

To  the  warm  pen  ;  where  copious  forage  flrowed, 

And  ftrenuous  rubbing,  renovate  their  drength. 

So,  fewer  ails,  (alas,  how  prone  to  ails  !) 

Their  days  fhall  fhorten  3  ah,  too  fhort  at  bed  ! 

For  not,  even  then,  my  friend,  art  thcu  fecure  270 

From  fortune :  fpite  of  all  thy  deady  care, 

What  ills,  that  laugh  to  fcorn  Machaon’s  art, 

vered,  A.  D.  1497,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  VII.  by  whom  he  was  employed  3 
but  no  advantages  could  be  reaped  from  this  difcovery,  on  account  of  the  various 
difturbances  that  enfued  in  England  during  the  fucceeding  reigns,  till  about  the  year 
1584,  Qi  Elizabeth  gave  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  a  patent  for  all  fuch  land,  from  33.  to 
40.  N.  lat.  as  he  fhould  chufe  to  fettle  with  Englifli,  referving  only  to  the  crown 
a  fifth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  which  fhould  therein  be  difcovered,  in  lieu 
of  all  fervices.  Accordingly  feveral  imbarkations  were  fitted  out  from  England,  but 
all  to  no  purpofe.  Some  farther  attempts,  however,  were  made  to  fettle  this  part 
of  the  country  in  the  fucceeding  reign ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  year  1620,  that  a 
regular  form  of  government  took  place.  Then  was  tobacco  planted,  and  negroes 
imported  into  Virginia.  Since  that  time  it  has  gradually  improved,  and  does  not 
now  contain  fewer  than  100,000  white  people  of  better  condition,  befides  twice  as 
many  fervants  and  flaves.  The  beft  fhingles  come  from  Egg-Harbour. 
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Await  thy  cattle!  farcy’s  tabid  form. 

Joint- racking  fpafms,  and  cholic’s  pungent  pang, 

Need  the  mufe  tell?  which,  in  one  lucklefs  moon,  275 

Thy  (beds  difpeople  ;  when  perhaps  thy  groves. 

To  full  perfection  (hot,  by  day,  by  night, 

Indefinent  demand  their  vigorous  toil. 

Then  happieft  he,  for  whom  the  Naiads  pour. 

From  rocky  urns,  the  never-ceafing  ftream,  280 

To  turn  his  rollers  with  unbought  difpatch. 


In  Karukera’s  rich  well-water’ d  ifle ! 

In  Matanina!  boafl  of  Albion’s  arms. 

The  brawling  Naiads  for  the  planters  toil. 

Howe’er  unworthy  5  and,  thro’  folemn  fcenes,  285 

Romantic,  cool,  with  rocks  and  woods  between. 

Enchant  the  fenfes !  but,  among  thy  fwains. 

Sweet  Liamuiga !  who  fuch  blifs  can  boafl:  ? 

Yes,  Romney,  thou  may ’ft  boaft;  of  Britifh  heart. 

Of  courtly  manners,  join’d  to  antient  worth  :  250 

Friend  to  thy  Britain’s  every  blood-earn’d  right, 

VeR.  282.  Karukera ]  The  Indian  name  of  Guadaloupe. 

Ver.  283.  Matanina ]  The  Caribbean  name  of  Martinico.  The  Havannah  had 
not  then  been  taken. 
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From  tyrants  wrung,  the  many  or  the  few. 

By  wealth,  by  titles,  by  ambition’s  lure, 

Not  to  be  tempted  from  fair  honour’s  path : 

While  others,  falfely  flattering  their  Prince, 

Bold  difapprov’d,  or  by  oblique  furmife 
Their  terror  hinted,  of  the  people  arm’d  y 
Indignant,  in  the  Senate,  he  uprofe. 

And,  -with  the  well-urg’d  energy  of  zeal. 

Their  fpecious,  fubtle  fophiflry  difprov’d  y  300 

The  importance,  the  neceflity  difplay’d, 

Of  civil  armies,  freedom’s  furefl:  guard ! 

Nor  in  the  fenate  didft  thou  only  win 
The  palm  of  eloquence,  fecurely  bold ; 

But  rear’d’fl:  thy  banners,  fluttering  in  the  wind  :  3°5 

Kent,  from  each  hamlet,  pour’d  her  marflial’d  fwains. 

To  hurl  defiance  on  the  threatening  Gaul. 

Thy  foaming  coppers  well  with  fewel  feed; 

For  a  clear,  ftrong,  continued  fire  improves 

Thy  mufcovado’s  colour,  and  its  grain. —  310 

Yet  vehement  heat,  protracted,  will  confume 

Thy  veflels,  whether  from  the  martial  mine, 

J  Or 

Ver.  312.  Thy  vefils,]  The  vefols,  wherein  the  Cane-juice  is  reduced  to  Sugar 

by  coition,  are  either  made  of  iron  or  of  copper.  Each  fort  hath  its  ad  and 

J  difadvantages. 
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Or  from  thine  ore,  bright  Venus,  they  are  drawn  ; 

Or  hammer,  or  hot  fufion,  give  them  form. 

If  prudence  guides  thee  then,  thy  ftores  fhall  hold  315 

Of  well-fiz’d  veflels  a  complete  fupply : 

For  every  hour,  thy  boilers  ceafe  to  fkim, 

(Now  Cancer  reddens  with  the  folar  ray,) 

Defeats  thy  honed  purpofes  of  gain. 

Nor  fmall  the  rifque,  (when  piety,  or  chance,  320 

Force  thee  from  boiling  to  defid)  to  lave 
Thy  heated  furnace,  with  the  gelid  dream. 

The  chemift  knows,  when  all-diflolving  fire 
Bids  the  metalline  ore  abruptly  flow ; 

What  dread  exploflons,  and  what  dire  effects,  325 

A  few  cold  drops  of  water  will  produce, 

Uncautious,  on  the  novel  fluid  thrown. 

For  grain  and  colour,  wouldd  thou  win,  my  friend. 

At  every  curious  mart,  the  conftant  palm  ? 

O’er  all  thy  works  let  cleanlinefs  prefide,  330 

Child  of  frugality  3  and,  as  the  fkum 

difadvantages.  The  teache,  or  fmalleft  veflel  from  whence  the  Sugar  is  laved  into 
the  cooler,  is  generally  copper.  When  it  melts,  it  can  be  patched  ;  but,  when  the 
large  fort  of  vefiels,  called  iron-furnaces,  crack,  which  they  are  too  apt  to  do, 
no  further  ufe  can  be  made  of  them. 
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Thick  mantles  o’er  the  boiling  wave,  do  thou 
The  Ikum  that  mantles  carefully  remove. 


From  bloating  dropfy,  from  pulmonic  ails, 

Would’fl  thou  defend  thy  boilers,  (prime  of  flaves,) 

\  . 

For  days,  for  nights,  for  weeks,  for  months,,  involv’d 
In  the  warm  vapour’s  all-relaxing  fleam  ; 

Thy  boiling-houfe  be  lofty :  all  atop 
Open,  and  pervious  to  the  tropic  breeze; 

Whofe  cool  perflation,  wooed  through  many  a  grate, 
Difpells  the  fleam,  and  gives  the  lungs  to  play. 

The  fkill’d  in  chemia,  boafl  of  modern  arts. 

Know  from  experiment,  the  fire  of  truth, 

% 

In  many  a  plant  that  oil,  and  acid  juice. 

And  ropy  mucilage,  by  nature  live : 

Thefe,  envious,  flop  the  much  defir’d  embrace 

Of  the  eflential  falts,  tho’  coition  bid 
The  aqueous  particles  to  mount  in  air. 
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’Mong  falts  eflential,  fugar  wins  the  palm, 

For  tafte,  for  colour,  and  for  various  ufe:  35® 

r  ’ 


Ver.  339.  Open,  and  pervious] 
Sugar. 


This  alfo  alfifts  the  chriftailizafcion  of  the 
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And,  in  the  nedar  of  the  yellowefi:  Cane, 

Much  acor,  oil,  and  mucilage  abound: 

But  in  the  lefs  mature,  from  mountain-land, 

Thefe  harfli  intruders  fo  redundant  float, 

Mufter  fo  ftrons:,  as  fcarce  to  be  fubdued. 

Muse,  fing  the  ways  to  quell  them.  Some  ufe  Cane, 
That  Cane,  whofe  juices  to  the  tongue  apply ’d, 


355 


Ver.  350.  For  tafte ,  for  colour ,  and  for  various  ufe  :]  It  were  impoflible,  in  the 
fhort  limits  of  a  note,  to  enumerate  the  various  ufes  of  Sugar ;  and,  indeed,  as  thefe 
are  in  general  fo  well  known,  it  is  needlefs.  A  few  properties  of  it,  however,  where¬ 
with  the  learned  are  not  commonly  acquainted,  I  (hall  mention.  In  fome  places  of 
the  Eaft-Indies,  an  excellent  arrack  is  made  from  the  Sugar-Cane  :  And,  in  South- 
America,  Sugar  is  ufed  as  an  antidote  againft  one  of  the  moft  fudden,  as  well  as  fa¬ 
tal  poifons  in  the  world.  Taken  by  mouth,  pocula  morte  carent ,  this  poifon  is  quite 
innocent ;  but  the  flighted  wound  made  by  an  arrow,  whofe  point  is  tinged  there¬ 
with,  proves  immediate  death  ;  for,  by  driving  all  the  blood  of  the  body  immediate¬ 
ly  to  the  heart,  it  forthwith  burfts  it.  The  fifli  and  birds  killed  by  thefe  poifoned  ar¬ 
rows  (in  the  ufe  of  which  the  Indians  are  aftonifhingly  expert)  are  perfe&ly  whole- 
fome  to  feed  on.  See  Ulloa  and  De  la  Condamine’s  account  of  the  great  river  of  A- 
mazon.  It  is  a  vegetable  preparation. 

357-  'That  Cane]  J  his,  by  the  natives,  is  emphatically  called  the  Dinnb 
Cane  \  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  its  juice  being  rubbed  on  the  brim  of  a  drinking  veflel, 
whoever  drinks  out  of  it,  foon  after  will  have  his  lips  and  tongue  enormoufly  fwelled. 
A  phyflcian,  however,  who  wrote  a  fhort  account  of  the  difeafes  of  Jamaica,  in 
Charles  II. ’s  time,  recommends  it  both  by  the  mouth  and  externally,  in  dropfical 
and  other  cafes:  But  I  cannot  fay,  I  have  had  any  experience  of  its  efficacy  in  thefe 
diforders.  It  grows  wild  in  the  mountains  ;  and,  by  its  ufe  in  Sugar-making, 
Ihould  feem  to  be  fomewhat  of  an  alcalefcent  nature.  It  grows  to  four  feet  high, 
having,  at  the  top,  two  green  fluffing  leaves,  about  nine  inches  long ;  and,  between 
thefe,  a  finall  fpire  emerges. 
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In  filence  lock  it,  fudden,  and  conftrain’d, 

(Death  to  Xantippe,)  with  diftorting  pain. 

Nor  is  it  not  effectual :  But  wouldft  thou 
Have  rival  brokers  for  thy  cades  contend  ; 
Superior  arts  remain.  —  Small  calks  provide, 
Replete  with  lime-ftone  thoroughly  calcin’d, 

And  from  the  air  fecur’d  :  This  Briftol  fends, 

Briftol,  Britannia’s  fecond  mart  and  eye  ! 

Nor  <c  to  thy  waters  only  truft  for  fame,'’ 
Briftol  y  nor  to  thy  beamy  diamonds  trull : 

Tho’  thefe  oft  deck  Britannia’s  lovely  fair ; 

And  thofe  oft  fave  the  guardians  of  her  realm. 
Thy  marble-quarries  claim  the  voice  of  praife. 
Which  rich  incrufts  thy  Avon’s  banks,  fweet  banks ! 
Tho’  not  to  you  young  Shakefpear,  Fancy  s  child* 
All-rudely  warbled  his  firffc  woodland  notes  j 
Tho’  not  your  caves,  while  terror  ftalk’d  around, 
Saw  him  eftay  to  clutch  the  ideal  fword. 

With  drops  of  blood  diftain’d :  yet,  lovely  banks* 
On  you  reclin’d,  another  tun’d  his  pipe  j 
Whom  all  the  Mufes  emuloufly  love* 

P  2 
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And  in  whofe  drains  your  praiies  fhali  endure. 

While  to  Sabrina  fpceds  your  healing  fire  am. 

Bristol,  without  thy  marble,  by  the  flame 
Calcin’d  to  whitenefs,  vain  the  (lately  reed 
Would  fwell  with  juice  mellifluent ;  heat  would  foon 
The  ilrongefl,  bed-hung  furnaces,  confume. 
Without  its  aid  the  cool-imprifon’d  dream. 

Seldom  allow’d  to  view  the  face  of  day, 

Tho’  late  it  roam’d  a  denizen  of  air  ; 

Would  deal  from  its  involuntary  bounds. 

And,  by  fly  windings,  fet  itfelf  at  large. 

But  chief  thy  lime  the  experienc’d  boiler  loves, 
Nor  loves  ill-founded  ;  when  no  other  art 
Can  bribe  to  union  the  coy  floating  falts, 

A  proper  portion  of  this  precious  dud. 

Cad  in  the  wave,  (fo  (howers  alone  of  gold 
Could  win  fair  Danae  to  the  God’s  embrace;) 
With  nedtar’d  mufcovado  foon  will  charge 

Thy  (helving  coolers,  which,  feverely  prefs’d 
Between  the  fingers,  not  refolves;  and  which 
Rings  in  the  cafk  5  and  or  a  light-brown  hue. 

Or  thine,  more  precious  dlvery-grey,  aflumes. 
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The  fam’d  Bermuda’s  ever-healthy  ides. 

More  fam’d  by  gentle  Waller’s  deathlefs  drains, 

Than  for  their  cedars,  which,  infulting,  fly 
O’er  the  wide  ocean ;  ’mid  their  rocks  contain 
A  done,  which,  when  calcin’d,  (experience  fays,) 

Is  only  fecond  to  Sabrina’s  lime. 

While  flows  the  juice  mellifluent  from  the  Cane, 
Grudge  not,  my  friend,  to  let  thy  flaves,  each  morn, 
But  chief  the  fick  and  young,  at  fetting  day, 

Themfelves  regale  with  oft-repeated  draughts 
Of  tepid  Nedtar ,  fo  fhall  health  and  drength 
Confirm  thy  Negroes,  and  make  labour  light. 

While  flame  thy  chimneys,  while  thy  coppers  foam, 
How  blithe,  how  jocund,  the  plantation  fmiles  ! 

By  day,  by  night,  refounds  the  choral  fong 

Of  glad  barbarity ;  ferene,  the  fun 

Shines  not  intenfely  hot ;  the  trade-wind  blows : 

How  fweet,  how  filken,  is  its  noontide  breath  ? 

While  to  far  climes  the  fell  dedroyer,  Death, 

Wings  his  dark  flight.  Then  feldom  pray  for  rain  : 
Rather  for  cloudlefs  days  thy  prayers  prefer ; 
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For,  if  the  Ikies  too  frequently  relent, 

Crude  flows  the  Cane-juice,  and  will  long  elude 
The  boiler’s  warieft  fkill :  thy  Canes  will  fpring 
To  an  unthrifty  loftinefs;  or,  weighed 
Down  by  their  load,  (Ambition’s  curfe,)  decay. 

Encourage  thou  thy  boilers ;  much  depends 
On  their  {kill’d  efforts.  If  too  foon  they  ftfyke. 
E’er  all  the  watery  particles  have  fled  ; 

Or  lime  fufficient  granulate  the  juice  : 

In  vain  the  thickning  liquor  is  effus’d; 

An  heterogeneous,  an  uncertain  mafs, 

And  never  in  thy  coolers  to  condenfe. 
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Or,  planter,  if  the  codtion  they  prolong 
Beyond  its  ftated  time ;  the  vifcous  wave  43  ^ 

Ver.  428.  If  too  foon  they  Jirikef\  When  the  Cane-juice  is  granulated  fufHciently, 
which  is  known  by  the  Sugar’s  flicking  to  the  ladle,  and  roping  like  a  fyrup,  but 
breaking  off  from  its  edges  ;  it  is  poured  into  a  cooler,  where,  its  Surface  being 
Smoothed,  the  cbriflallization  is  foon  completed.  I  his  is  called  Jinking .  The  gene¬ 
ral  prccrpt  is  to  temper  high,  and  flrike  low.  When  the  Mufcovado  is  of  a  proper 
confidence,  it  is  dug  out  of  the  cooler,  and  put  into  hogfheads  ;  this  is  called 
■potting.  The  cafks  being  placed  upon  ftaunchions,  the  melafles  drips  from  them  into 
a  ciflern,  made  on  purpofe,  below  them,  to  receive  it.  The  Sugar  is  Sufficiently 
cured,  when  the  hogfhe.ad  rings  upon  being  flruck  with  a  flick  j  and  when  the  two 

canes,  which  are  put  into  every  calk,  fhew  no  melafles  upon  them,  when  drawn 
out  of  it. 
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Will  in  huge  flinty  maffes  chryftalize* 

Which  forceful  fingers  fcarce  can  crumble  down  * 

And  which  with  its  melaffes  ne’er  will  part : 

Yet  this,  fad-dripping  in  nefarious  drops, 

Not  only  betters  what  remains,  but  when 
With  art  fermented,  yields  a  noble  wine. 

Than  which  nor  Gallia,  nor  the  Indian  clime. 

Where  rolls  the  Ganges,  can  a  nobler  fhow. 

So  mifers  in  their  coffers  lock  that  gold  $ 

Which,  if  allowed  at  liberty  to  roam, 

Would  better  them,  and  benefit  mankind. 

In  the  laft  coppers,  when  the  embrowning  wave 
With  fudden  fury  fwells  j  fome  greafe  immix’d, 

The  foaming  tumult  fudden  will  compofe. 

And  force  to  union  the  divided  grain. 

> 

So  when  two  fwarms  in  airy  battle  join. 

The  winged  heroes  heap  the  bloody  field  j 
Until  fome  duft,  thrown  upward  in  the  fky. 

Quell  the  wild  conflict,  and  fweet  peace  reftore. 

False  Gallia’s  fons,  that  hoe  the  ocean-ifles, 

Mix  with  their  Sugar,  loads  of  worthlefs  fand. 
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Fraudful,  their  weight  of  fugar  to  increafe. 

Far  be  fuch  guile  from  Britain’s  honed  fwains. 

Such  arts,  awhile,  the  unwary  may  furprife. 

And  benefit  the  Impodor ;  but,  ere  long,  460 

% 

The  fkilful  buyer  will  the  fraud  deted. 

And,  with  abhorrence,  reprobate  the  name. 


Fortune  had  crown’d  Avaro’s  younger  years. 
With  a  vaft  trad  of  land,  on  which  the  cane 
Delighted  grew,  nor  afk’d  the  toil  of  art. 

The  Sugar-bakers  deem’d  themfelves  fecure. 

Of  mighty  profit,  could  they  buy  his  cades ; 

For,  whitenefs,  hardnefs,  to  the  leeward-crop. 
His  mufcovado  gave.  But,  not  content 
With  this  pre-eminence  of  honed  gain, 

He  bafer  fugars  darted  in  his  calks  5 

His  own,  by  mixing  fordid  things,  debas’d. 

One  year  the  fraud  fucceedea ;  wealth  immenfe 
Flowed  in  upon  him,  and  he  bled:  his  wiles : 

The  next,  the  brokers  fpurn’d  the  adulterate  mafs. 
Both  on  the  Avon  and  the  banks  of  Thame. 

Be  thrifty,  planter,  even  thy  Ikimmings  fave : 

«  *  ■ 

For,  planter,  know,  the  refufe  of  the  Cane 
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Serves  needful  purpofes.  Are  barbecues 

The  cates  thou  lov’d;  ?  What  like  rich  fkimmings  feed 

The  grunting,  bridly  kind  ?  Your  labouring  mules 
They  foon  invigorate :  Give  old  Baynard  thefe. 

Untir’d  he  trudges  in  his  dedin’d  round ; 

Nor  need  the  driver  crack  his  horrid  lafh. 

Yet,  with  fmall  quantities  indulge  the  deed, 

Whom  fkimmings  ne’er  have  fatten’d  :  elfe,  too  fond, 

So  gluttons  ufe,  he’ll  eat  intemperate  meals ; 

And,  daggering,  fall  the  prey  of  ravening  fharks. 

But  fay,  ye  boon  companions,  in  what  drains, 

What  grateful  drains,  fhall  I  record  the  praife 
Of  their  bed  produce,  heart-recruiting  rum  ? 

Thrice  wholefome  fpirit  1  well-matur’d  with  age, 
Thrice  grateful  to  the  palate  !  when,  with  third, 

With  heat,  with  labour,  and  wan  care  oppred, 

1  quaff  thy  bowl,  where  fruit  my  hands  have  cull’d, 
Round,  golden  fruit;  where  water  from  the  fpring, 
Which  dripping  coolnefs  fpreads  her  umbrage  round  ; 
With  harded,  whited  fugar,  thrice  refin’d  ; 

Dilates  my  foul  with  genuine  joy ;  low  care 

CL_ 
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I  fpurn  indignant;  toil  a  pleafure  feems.  50a 

For  not  Marne’s  flowery  banks,  nor  Tide’s  green  bounds. 
Where  Ceres  with  the  God  of  vintage  reigns, 

In  happiefl  union ;  not  Vigornian  hills, 

Pomona’s  lov’d  abode,  afford  to  man 

Goblets  more  priz’d,  or  laudable  of  tafle,  505 

To  flake  parch’d  thirfl,  and  mitigate  the  clime. 


Yet,  ’mid  this  bleft  ebriety,  fome  tears. 

For  friends  I  left  in  Albion’s  diflant  ifle, 

For  Johnfon,  Percy,  White,  efcape  mine  eyes : 

For  her,  fair  Auth’refs !  whom  flrfl  Calpe’s  rocks  510 

A  fportive  infant  faw ;  and  whofe  green  years 
True  genius  bleft  with  her  benigneft  gifts 
Of  happiefl;  fancy.  O,  were  ye  all  here, 

O,  were  ye  here ;  with  him,  my  Peon’s  fon  f 

Long-known,  of  worth  approv’d,  thrice  candid  foul!  515 
How  would  your  converfe  charm  the  lonely  hour  ? 

Your  converfe,  where  mild  wifdom  tempers  mirth; 

And  charity,  the  petulance  of  wit ; 

VeR  .  501.  Marries  flowery  bants,  nor  Title's ]  Two  rivers  in  France,  along  whofe 
banks  the  belt  Burgundy  and  Champagne-grapes  grow. 

Ver.  510.  For  her ,  fair  Auth'refs  /]  Mrs.  Lennox. 
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IIow  would  your  converfe  polifh  my  rude  lays, 
With  what  new,  noble  images  adorn  ? 

Then  fhould  I  fcarce  regret  the  banks  of  Thames, 
All  as  we  fat  beneath  that  fand-box  fhade  ; 
Whence  the  delighted  eye  expatiates  wide 
O’er  the  fair  landfcape ;  where  in  loveliefl  forms, 
Green  cultivation  hath  array’d  the  land. 


See  !  there,  what  mills,  like  giants  raife  their  arms. 
To  quell  the  fpeeding  gale !  what  fmoke  afcends 
From  every  boiling  houfe !  What  ftru&ures  rife, 

Neat  tho’  not  lofty,  pervious  to  the  breeze  ; 

With  galleries,  porches,  or  piazzas  grac’d  ! 

Nor  not  delightful  are  thofe  reed-built  huts. 

On  yonder  hill,  that  front  the  riling  fun  ; 

With  plantanes,  with  banana’s  bofom’d-deep. 

That  flutter  in  the  wind:  where  frolick  goats, 


53° 


Ver.  522.  fand-lox\  So  called,  from  the  pericarpium’s  being  often  made  ufe  of 
for  containing  fand  when  the  feeds,  which  are  a  violent  emetic,  are  taken  out. 
This  is  a  fine  fhady  tree,  efpecially  when  young  ;  and  its  leaves  are  efficacioufly  ap¬ 
plied  in  headachs  to  the  temples,  which  they  fweat.  It  grows  faft  ;  but  lofes  much 
of  its  beauty  by  age.  Its  wood  is  brittle,  and  when  cut  emits  a  milky  juice,  which 
is  not  cauftic.  The  fand-box  thrives  belt  in  warm  fhady  places.  The  fun  often 
fplits  the  pericarpium,  which  then  cracks  like  a  piffol.  It  is  round,  flatted  both  above 
and  below,  and  divided  into  a  great  number  of  regular  compartments,  each  of  which 
contains  one  feed  flatted  ovularly.  The  botanical  name  is  Hura. 
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Butt  the  young  negroes,  while  their  fwarthy  fires,  535 

With  ardent  gladnefs  wield  the  bill ;  and  hark. 

The  crop  is  finillfd,  how  they  rend  the  fky  !  — 

Nor,  beauteous  only  {hows  the  cultured  foil. 

From  this  cool  Nation.  No  lefs  charms  the  eye 

That  wild  interminable  wafte  of  waves:  54a 

While  on  the  horizon’s  fartheft  verge  are  feen 

Iflands  of  different  fhape,  and  different  fize ; 

While  fail-clad  fhips,  with  their  fweet  produce  fraught. 

Swell  on  the  {training  fight;  while  near  yon  rock. 

On  which  ten  thoufand  wings  with  ceafelefs  clang  545; 

Their  airies  build,  a  water  fpout  defcends. 

And  {hakes  mid  ocean  ;  and  while  there  below, 

That  town,  embowered  in  the  different  {hade 
Of  tamarinds,,  panfpans,  and  papaws,  o’er  which; 

A 

Ver.  549.  panfpans']  See  the  notes  on  Book  II. 

Ver.  549,  papaws]  This  lingular  tree,  whofe  fruits  furround  its  fummit  immediately 
under  the  branches  and  leaves,  like  a  necklace  ;  grows  quicker  than  almoft  any  other 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  wood  is  of  no  ufe,  being  fpungy,  hollow,  and  herbacious  ; 
however,  the  blofioms  and  fruit  m',ake  excellent  fweet-meats;  but  above  all,  the  juice 
of  the  fruit  being  rubbed  upon  a  fpit,  will  intenerate  new  killed  fowls,  &c.  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  great  confequence  in  a  climate,  where  the  warmth  foon  renders  what¬ 
ever  meats  are  attempted  to  be  made  tender  by  keeping,  unfit  for  culinary  purpofes. 
Nor,  will  it  only  intenerate  frefh  meat ;  but,  being  boiled  with  falted  beef,  will  ren¬ 
der  it  cafily  digeftible.  Its  milky  juice  is  fometimes  ufed  to  cure  ringworms.  It 
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A  double  Iris  throws  her  painted  arch. 

Shows  commerce  toiling  in  each  crowded  rtreet. 

And  each  throng’d  rtreet  with  limpid  currents  lav’d. 

What  tho’  no  bird  of  fong,  here  charms  the  fenfe 
With  her  wild  minftrelfy ;  far,  far  beyond. 

The  unnatural  quavers  of  Hefperian  throats !  $$$ 

Tho’  the  chart e  poet  of  the  vernal  woods. 

That  (buns  rude  folly's  din,  delight  not  here 

The  lirtening  eve  5  and  tho’  no  herald-lark 

Here  leave  his  couch,  high-towering  to  defcry 

The  approach  of  dawn,  and  hail  her  with  his  fong :  5601 

Yet  not  unmufical  the  tinkling  lapfe 

Of  yon  cool  argent  rill,  which  Phoebus  gilds 

With  his  firrt:  orient  rays ;  yet  murtcal, 

% 

Thofe  buxom  airs  that  through  the  plantanes  play. 

And  tear  with  wantonnefs  their  leafy  fcrollsj.  565 

•  -  *  •  j  j>  f  e 

Yet  not  unmufical  the  waves  hoarfe  found, 

That  dafhes,  fullen,  on  the  dirtant  Ihore; 

Yet  murtcal  thofe  little  infeds  hum, 

That  hover  round  us,  and  to  reafon  s  ear, 

is  raid,  that  the  guts  of  hogs  would  in  time  be  lacerated,  were  they  to  feed  on  the  ripe, 
vmpeeled  fruit.  Its  feed  is  faid  to  be  anthelmintic.  The  botanjcal  name  is 

Fapaya .. 

,  j  Deep,. 
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Deep,  moral  truths  convey  ;  while  every  beam 
Flings  on  them  tranfient  tints,  which  vary  when 
They  wave  their  purple  plumes;  yet  mufical 
The  love-lorn  cooing  of  the  mountain-dove, 

That  woos  to  pleafing  thoughtfulnefs  the  foul ; 

But  chief  the  breeze,  that  murmurs  through  yon  canes, 
Enchants  the  ear  with  tunable  delight. 


While  fuch  fair  fcenes  adorn  thefe  blifsful  ifles; 
Why  will  their  fons,  ungrateful,  roam  abroad  ? 
Why  fpend  their  opulence  in  other  climes  ? 

Say,  is  pre-eminence  your  partial  aim  ? - - 

Diftindlion  courts  you  here;  the  fenate  calls. 

Here,  crouching  flaves,  attendant  wait  your  nod  : 
While  there,  unnoted,  but  for  folly’s  garb, 

For  folly’s  jargon  ;  your  dull  hours  ye  pafs, 
Eclips’d  by  titles,  and  fuperior  wealth. 

Does  martial  ardour  fire  your  generous  veins? 

Fly  to  your  native  ifles :  Bellona,  there, 

Hath  long  time  rear’d  her  bloody  flag  ;  thefe  ifles 
Your  Erenuous  arms  demand;  for  ye  are  brave! 

Nor  longer  to  the  lute  and  taber’s  found 
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Weave  antic  meafures.  O,  could  my  weak  fong, 

O  could  my  fong,  like  his,  heaven-favoured  bard. 
Who  led  defponding  Sparta  s  oft-beat  hofts. 

To  vi&ory,  to  glory ;  fire  your  fouls 
With  Englifh  ardor  !  for  now  England’s  fwains, 
(The  Man  of  Norfolk,  fwains  of  England,  thank ;) 
All  emulous,  to  Freedom’s  ftandard  fly, 

And  drive  invafion  from  their  native  flhore : 

How  would  my  foul  exult  with  confcious  pride ; 
Nor  grudge  thofe  wreaths  Tyrtaeus  gain’d  of  yore. 


Or  are  ye  fond  of  rich  luxurious  cates?  — 

Can  aught  in  Europe  emulate  the  pine, 

Or  fruit  forbidden,  native  of  your  ifles  ? 

Sons  of  Apicius,  fay,  can  Europe’s  feas. 

Can  aught  the  edible  creation  yields,  605; 

Compare  with  turtle,  boafl:  of  land  and  wave  r 
Can  Europe’s  feas,  in  all  their  finny  realms. 

Aught  fo  delicious  as  the  Jew-fifh  (how  ? 

Tell  me  what  viands,  land  or  Breams  produce. 


Ver.  596.  The  Man  of  Norfolk,']  The  Honourable  General  George  Townfliend.. 

Ver.  608.  Jew-fijh]  This,  tho’  a  very  large,  is  one  of  the  mod  delicate  fifties 
that  fwim  ;  being  preferable  to  caramaw,  king-fifh,  or  camaree  :  forne  even  chufe  it 
before  turtle.  The  Jew-fiih  is  often  met  with  at  Antigua,  which  enjoys  the  happmefs 
of  having  on  its  coaft  fev/,  if  any,  poifoned  fifties, 
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The  large,  black,  female,  moulting  crab  excel  ? 

A  richer  flavour  not  wild  Cambria  s  hills, 

Nor  Scotia’s  rocks  with  heath  and  thyme  o  erfpread. 

Give  to  their  flocks ;  than,  lone  Barbuda,  you. 

Than  you,  Anguilla,  to  your  fheep  impart. 

Even  Britain’s  vintage,  here,  improv’d,  we  quaff; 

Even  Lufitanian,  even  Hefperian  wines. 

Thofe  from  the  Rhine’s  imperial  banks  (poor  Rhine ! 

•  *.  *  • 

How  have  thy  banks  been  died  with  brother-blood  ? 

Unnatural  warfare !)  flrength  and  flavour  gain 
In  this  delicious  clime.  Befides,  the  Cane 
Wafted  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

Makes  the  vaft  produce  of  the  world  your  own. 

Or  rather,  doth  the  love  of  nature  charm  ; 

Its  mighty  love  your  chief  attention  claim  ? 

Ver.  613.  Barbuda ,  ]  This  is  a  low,  and  not  large  ftock-ifland,  belonging  to 
the  Codrington  family.  Part  of  this  ifland,  as  alfo  two  plantations  in  Barbadoes, 
were  left  by  Colonel  Chriftopher  Codrington,  for  building  a  college  in  barbadoes, 
and  converting  Negroes  to  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Ver.  614.  Anguilla ,]  This  ifland  is  about  thirty  miles  long  and  ten  broad. 
Though  not  mountainous,  it  is  rocky,  and  abounds  with  flrong  pafles  ;  fo  that  a  few 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  indeed  expert  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  repulled,  with  great 
flaughter,  a  conliderable  detachment  of  French,  who  made  a  defeent  thereon  in  the 
war  preceding  the  Lift.  Cotton  and  cattle  are  its  chief  commodities.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  are  rich  ;  the  captain-general  of  the  Leeward-Iflands  nominates  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council.  They  have  no  aflembly. 
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Leave  Europe ;  there,  through  all  her  coyeft  ways, 

Her  fecret  mazes,  nature  is  purfued : 

But  here,  with  favage  lonelinefs,  (he  reigns 
On  yonder  peak,,  whence  giddy  fancy  looks, 

Affrighted,  on  the  labouring  main*  below. 

Heavens !  what  ffupendous,  what  unnumbered  trees, 
ee  Stage  above  (tage,  in  various  verdure  dreft,” 
Unprofitable  (hag  its  airy  cliffs  ! 

Heavens !  what  new  (hrubs,  what  herbs  with  ufelefs  bloom. 
Adorn  its  channel’d  fides  $  and,  in  its  caves 
What  fulphurs,  ores,  what  earths  and  (tones  abound  ! 
There  let  philofophy  condudt  thy  fteps, 

“  For  naught  is  ufelefs  made  With  candid  fearch. 
Examine  all  the  properties  of  things ; 

Immenfe  difcoveries  foon  will  crown  your  toil. 

Your  time  will  foon  repay.  Ah,  when  will  cares. 

The  cares  of  Fortune,  lefs  my  minutes  claim  ? 

Then,  with  what  joy,  what  energy  of  foul. 

Will  I  not  climb  yon  mountain’s  airieff  brow  ! 

The  dawn,  the  burning  noon,  the  fetting  fun, 

The  midnight- hour,  (hall  hear  my  conftant  vows 
To  Nature ;  fee  me  proftrate  at  her  fhrine  ! 

And,  O,  if  haply  I  may  aught  invent 
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Of  ufe  to  mortal  man,  life  to  prolong. 

To  foften,  or  adorn ;  what  genuine  joy. 

What  exultation  of  fupreme  delight. 

Will  fwell  my  raptured  bofom.  Then,  when  death 

Shall  call  me  hence,  I’ll  unrepining  go  5 
Nor  envy  conquerors  their  ftoried  tombs, 

Tho’  not  a  flone  point  out  my  humble  grave. 
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Invocation  to  the  Genius  of  Africa.  Addrefs.  Negroes  when  bought  fhould 
he  young ,  and  firong.  The  Congo-negroes  are  fitter  for  the  houfe  and 
trades ,  than  for  the  field.  The  Gold-Coaft ,  but  efpecially  the  Papaw- 
negroes,  make  the  beft  field-negroes:  but  even  thefe ,  if  advanced  in  years , 
fhould  not  be  pur  chafed.  The  marks  of  a  found  negro  e  at  a  negroe  fale. 
Where  the  men  do  nothing  but  hunt ,  fifh  or  fight ,  and  all  field  drudgery 
is  left  to  the  women thefe  are  to  be  preferred  to  their  hufbands.  The 
Minndfa  make  good  tradefmen ,  but  addifled  to  fuictde.  The  Mmdmgos, 
in  particular ,  fubjeft  to  worms  ;  and  the  Congas ,  to  dropfical  diforders. 
Plow  filt-water ,  or  new  negroes  ftoould  be  feafoned.  Some  negroes  eat 
dirt.  Negroes  fhould  be  habituated  by  gentle  degrees  to  field  labour.  This 
labour ,  when  compared  to  that  in  lead-mines ,  or  of  thofe  who  work  in  the 
gold  and  filver  mines  of  South  America ,  is  not  only  lefs  toilfome ,  but  far 
more  healthy.  Negroes  fhould  always  be  treated  with  humanity.  Praife 
of  freedom .  Of  the  dracunculus ,  or  dragon-worm.  Of  chigres.  Of 
the  yaws.  Might  mot  this  difeafe  be  imparted  by  inoculation  ?  Of  worms, 
and  their  multiform  appearance.  Praife  of  commerce.  Of  the  imaginary 
diforders  of  negroes ,  efpecially  thofe  caujed  by  their  conjurers  or  Obia- 
men.  The  compofition  and  fuppofed  virtues  of  a  magic-phiol.  Field-negroes 
fhould  not  begin  to  work  before  fix  in  the  morning ,  and  fhould  leave  off  between 
eleven  and  twelve  \  and  beginning  again  at  two ,  ffould  finijh  bejore  fun- 
fet.  Of  the  weekly  allowance  of  • negroes .  The  young ,  the  old ,  the 
fKkly ,  and  even  the  lazy,  mu  ft  have  their  victuals  prepared  for  them. 
Of  negroe -ground,  and  its  various  productions .  To  be  fenced  in,  and 
watched.  Of  an  American  garden.  Of  the  filuation  of  the  negro  e-huts . 
How  heft  defended  from  fire.  The  great  negroe-dance  deferibed.  Drum¬ 
ming,  and  'intoxicating  fipirits  not  to  be  allowed.  Negroes  Jhould  be 
made  to  marry  in  their  mafters  plantation.  Inconveniences  arifing  from 
the  contrary  practice.  Negroes  to  be  cloathed  once  a  year,  and  before 
C  hr  if  mas.  Praife  of  Lewis  XIV.  for  the  Code  Noir.  A  body  of  laws 
of  this  kind  recommended  to  the  Englifh  fugar  colonies .  Praife  of  the 
river  Thames.  A  moon-light  landfcape  and  vijion. 
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GENIUS  of  Africk!  whether  thou  beftrid’lt 
The  caftled  elephant;  or  at  the  fource, 
(While  howls  the  defart  fearfully  around,) 

Of  thine  own  Niger,  fadly  thou  reclin’d: 

Thy  temples  ihaded  by  the  tremulous  palm. 

Or  quick  papaw,  whofe  top  is  necklac’d  round 
With  numerous  rows  of  party-colour’d  fruit: 

Or  hear’ft  thou  rather  from  the  rocky  banks 
Of  Rio  Grande,  or  black  Sanaga? 

Where  dauntlefs  thou  the  headlong  torrent  brav  11 
In  fearch  of  gold,  to  brede  thy  wooly  locks. 

Or  with  bright  ringlets  ornament  thine  ears, 


10 


Thine 


126 


THE  SUGAR-CANE. 


Book  IV, 


Thine  arms,  and  ankles :  O  attend  my  fong. 

A  mufe  that  pities  thy  didrefsful  date; 

Who  fees,  with  grief,  thy  fons  in  fetters  bound ;  1 5 

Who  w ilhes  freedom  to  the  race  of  man ; 

Thy  nod  affenting  craves :  dread  Genius,  come  ! 

Yet  vain  thy  prefence,  vain  thy  favouring  nod ; 

Unlefs  once  more  the  mufes,  that  erewhile 

Upheld  me  fainting  in  my  pad  career,  20 

Through  Caribbe’s  cane-ides ;  kind  condefcend 

To  guide  my  footdeps,  through  parch’d  Libya’s  wilds  ; 

And  bind  my  fun-burnt  brow  with  other  bays, 

Than  ever  deck’d  the  Sylvan  bard  before. 

r-  I  .  »  }  t  s  f 

Say,  will  my  Melvil,  from  the  public  care,  25 

Withdraw  one  moment,  to  the  mufes  dirine  ? 

Who  fmit  with  thy  fair  fame,  indudrious  cull 
An  Indian  wreath  to  mingle  with  thy  bays. 

And  clerk  the  hero,  and  the  fcholar’s  brow ! 

Wilt  thou,  whofe  mildnefs  fmooths  the  face  of  war,  30 

Who  round  the  vidfor- blade  the  myrtle  twin’d. 

And  mak’d  fubje&ion  loyal  and  fincere; 

1  >  wilt  thou  gracious  hear  the  unartful  drain. 

Whole  mild  inftrudlions  teach,  no  trivial  theme, 
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What  care  the  jetty  African  requires? 

Yes,  thou  wilt  deign  to  hear;  a  man  thou  art 
Who  deem'd  nought  foreign  that  belongs  to  man. 

In  mind,  and  aptitude  for  ufeful  toil, 

The  negroes  differ  :  mufe  that  difference  ling. 

*  *  *  1  v  * 

Whether  to  wield  the  hoe,  or  guide  the  plane;  4© 

Or  for  domedic  ufes  thou  intend’d 

■  .  ■  j 

The  funny  Libyan  :  from  what  clime  they  fpring, 

It  not  imports;  if  drength  and  youth  be  theirs. 

c  .  .  *  ’  ^  1  1  *  *  f  -  *  »  <  i 

Yet  thofe  from  Congo's  wide-extended  plains, 

Through  which  the  long  Zaire  winds  with  chrydal  dream,  45 
Where  lavifh  Nature  fends  indulgent  forth 
Fruits  of  high  flavour,  and  fpontaneous  feeds 
Of  bland  nutritious  quality,  ill  bear 
The  toilfome  field  ;  but  boad  a  docile  mind, 

And  bappinefs  of  features.  Thefe,  with  care. 

Be  taught  each  nice  mechanic  art :  or  train’d 
To  ho u (hold  offices:  their  ductile  fouls 
Will  all  thy  care,  and  all  thy  gold  repay. 

But,  if  the  labours  of  the  field  demand 

2 
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Thy  chief  attention  ;  and  the  ambrofial  cane  55 

Thou  long’il  to  fee,  with  fpiry  frequence,  flvade 
Many  an  acre:  planter,  ch-ufe  the  flave. 

Who  fails  from  barren  climes  5  where  art  alone. 

Offspring  of  rude  necefiity,  compells 

The  fturdy  native,  or  to  plant  the  foil,  60 

Or  fern  vaft  rivers  for  his  daily  food. 

Such  are  the  children  of  the  Golden  Coaft; 

r 

Such  the  Papaws,  of  negroes  far  the  beft  : 

And  fuch  the  numerous  tribes,  that  Ikirt  the  fhore. 

From  rapid  Volta  to  the  diftant  Rey.  65 

Bur,  planter,  from  what  coaft  foe’er  they  fail. 

Buy  not  the  old  :  they  ever  fullen  prove  ; 

With  heart-felt  anguifh,  they  lament  their  home ; 

They  will  not,  cannot  work ;  they  never  learn 

Thy  native  language;  they  are  prone  to  ails ;  70 

And  oft  by  fuicide  their  being  end. — 

Must  thou  from  Africk  reinforce  thy  gang  ?— 

Let  health  and  youth  their  every  f  new  firm ; 

Clear  roll  their  ample  eye;  their  tongue 
Broad  fwell  their  chef: ;  their  fhoulders 


be  red; 

wide  expand  j  75 

Not 
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Not  prominent  their  belly  ;  clean  and  ftrong 
Their  thighs  and  legs,  in  juft  proportion  rife. 
Such  foon  will  brave  the  fervours  of  the  clime  j 
And  free  from  ails,  that  kill  thy  negroe-train, 

A  ufeful  fervitude  will  long  fupport. 

Yet,  if  thine  own,  thy  childrens  life,  be  dears 
Buy  not  a  Cormantee,  tho’  healthy,  young. 

Of  breed  too  generous  for  the  fervile  field ; 

They,  born  to  freedom  in  their  native  land, 
Chufe  death  before  difhonourable  bonds : 

Or,  fir’d  with  vengeance,  at  the  midnight  hour, 
Sudden  they  feize  thine  unfufpe&ing  watch, 

And  thine  own  poinard  bury  in  thy  breaft. 

At  home,  the  men,  in  many  a  fylvan  realm, 
Their  rank  tobacco,  charm  of  fauntering  minds. 
From  clayey  tubes  inhale;  or,  vacant,  beat 
For  prey  the  foreft;  'or,  in  war’s  dread  ranks, 

Their  country’s  foes  affront:  while,  in  the  field, 
Their  wives  plant  rice,  or  yams,  or  lofty  maize. 

Fell  hunger  to  repel.  Be  thefe  thy  choice : 

They,  hardy,  with  the  labours  of  the  Cane 

S 
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Soon  grow  familiar  ;  while  unufual  toil, 
And  new  feverities  their  hufbands  kill. 


The  llaves  from  Minnah  are  of  ftubborn  breed  : 

But,  when  the  bill,  or  hammer,  they  affeCt ; 

They  foon  perfection  reach.  But  fly,  with  care, 

»  < 

The  Moco- nation  ;  they  themfelves  deflroy. 

Worms  lurk  in  all :  yet,  pronefl;  they  to  worms, 

Who  from  Mundingo  fail.  When  therefore  fuch  ' 
Thou  buy’ft,  for  flurdy  and  laborious  they. 

Straight  let  fome  learned  leach  ftrong  medicines  give. 
Till  food  and  climate  both  familiar  grow. 

Thus,  tho’  from  rife  to  fet,  in  Phoebus’  eye, 

They  toil,  unceafing ;  yet,  at  night,  they  11  fleep, 

Lap’d  in  Elyfium  5  and,  each  day,  at  dawn, 

Spring  from  their  couch,  as  blythfome  as  the  fun. 


1 30 


I  io 


One  precept  more,  it  much  imports  to  know. 

The  Blacks,  who  drink  the  Quanza’s  lucid  ftream, 

*  *  C  v  t  #  J  *  1  >  ‘  »  #  ; 

Fed  by  ten  thoufand  fprings,  are  prone  to  bloat, 

Whether  at  home  or  in  thefe  ocean-ifles :  J15 

*  tL  ■  •  N-  I  , 

i  *  •  •  4 

And  tho’  nice  art  the  water  may  fubdue. 
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Yet 
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\  et  many  die  ;  and  few,  for  many  a  year. 

Juft  ftrength  attain  to  labour  for  their  lord. 

^  '  »  •  »  c  ,  ,  k  j 

Would  st  thou  fecure  thine  Ethiop  from  thofe  ails, 

Which  change  of  climate,  change  of  waters  breed,  120 

K  '  '  »  ‘  *  • 

And  food  unufual  ?  let  Machaon  draw 
From  each  fome  blood,  as  age  and  fex  require  ; 

And  well  with  vervain,  well  with  fempre-vive, 

Unload  their  bowels.  —  Thefe,  in  every  hedge, 

Spontaneous  grc\w.  —  Nor  will  it  not  conduce 
To  give  what  chemifts,  in  myfterious  phrafe, 

Term  the  white  eagle  ;  deadly  foe  to  worms. 

But  chief  do  thou,  my  friend,  with  hearty  food, 

Yet  eafy  of  digeftion,  liked:  that 

Which  they  at  home  regal’d  on  3  renovate  130 

Their  fea-worn  appetites.  Let  gentle  work. 

Or  rather  playful  exercife,  amufe 

The  novel  gang :  and  far  be  angry  words ; 

Far  ponderous  chains;  and  far  difheartning  blows.— 

From  fruits  reftrain  their  eagernefs  *  yet  if  135 

% 

The  acajou,  haply,  in  thy  garden  bloom, 

With  cherries,  or  of  white  or  purple  hue, 

Ver.  137.  cherries ,]  The  tree  which  produces  this  wholefome  fruit  is  tall,  fliady, 
and  of  quick  growth.  Its  Indian  name  is  Acajou ;  hence  corruptly  called  Cajhew  by 

S  2  the 


Book  IV. 


!32 


THE  SUGAR-CANE. 


Thrice  wholefome  fruit  in  this  relaxing  clime  ! 
Safely  thou  may ’ft  their  appetite  indulge. 

Their  arid  fkins  will  plump,  their  features  {bine  : 
No  rheums,  no  dyfenteric  ails  torment: 

The  thirfty  hydrops  flies.  —  ’Tis  even  averr’d, 
(Ah,  did  experience  fa  notify  the '  fadl  j 
How  many  Lybians  now  would  dig  the  foil. 
Who  pine  in  hourly  agonies  away  !) 

This  pleafing  fruit,  if  turtle  join  its  aid. 

Removes  that  worft  of  ails,  difgrace  of  art, 

The  loathfome  leprofy’s  infectious  bane. 


140 
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*  I 


There  are,  the  mufe  hath  oft  abhorrent  feen, 
Who  fwallow  dirt ;  (fo  the  chlorotic  fair 


1 5° 
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the  Englifh.  The  fruit  has  no  rcfemblance  to  a  cherry,  either  in  fliape  or  fize  ;  and 
bears,  at  its  lower  extremity,  a  nut  (which  the  Spaniards  name  Anacardo ,  and  phyfi- 
cians  Anacardium )  that  refembles  a  large  kidney- bean.  Its  kernel  is  as  grateful  as 
an  almond,  and  more  eafy  of  digeftion.  Between  its  rhinds  is  contained  a  highly 
cauftic  oil  ;  which,  being  held  to  a  candle,  emits  bright  falient  fparkles,  in  which 
the  American  fortune-tellers  pretended  they  faw  fpirits  who  gave  anfwers  to  whatever 
queftions  were  put  to  them  by  their  ignorant  followers.  This  oil  is  ufed  as  a  cofme- 
tic  by  the  ladies,  to  remove  freckles  and  fun-burning;  but  the  pain  they  necefTarily 
fuffer  makes  its  ufe  not  very  frequent.  This  tree  alfo  produces  a  gum  not  inferior  to 
Gum-Arabic  ;  and  its  bark  is  an  approved  aftririgent.  The  juice  of  the  cherry  (tains 
exceedingly.  7  he  long  citron,  or  amber-coloured,  is  the  beft.  The  cafhew-nuts, 
when  unripe,  are  of  a  green  colour;  but,  ripe,  they  affume  that  of  a  pale  olive. 
77his  tree  bears  fruit  but  once  a  year. 

Oft 
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Oft  chalk  prefer  to  the  moft  poignant  cates :) 
Such,  dropfy  bloats,  and  to  fure  death  configns  j 
Unlefs  reftrain’d  from  this  unwholefome  food, 

By  foothing  words,  by  menaces,  by  blows : 

Nor  yet  will  threats,  or  blows,  or  foothing  words, 
Perfect  their  cure  ;  unlefs  thou.  Paean,  deign’ft 
By  medicine’s  power  their  cravings  to  fubdue. 

> 

To  eafy  labour  firft  inure  thy  Haves ; 

Extremes  are  dangerous.  With  induftrious  fearch, 
Let  them  fit  grafiy  provender  colled: 

For  thy  keen  ftomach’d  herds.  • —  But  when  the  earth 
Hath  made  her  annual  progrefs  round  the  fun, 

What  time  the  conch  or  bell  refounds,  they  may 
All  to  the  Cane-ground,  with  thy  gang,  repair. 


Nor,  Negroe,  at  thy  deftiny  repine,  •  165 

Tho’  doom’d  to  toil  from  dawn  to  fetting  fun. 

■  >  * 

How  far  more  pleafant  is  thy  rural  talk, 

Than  theirs  who  fweat,  fequefler’d  from  the  day, 

In  dark  tartarean  caves,  funk  far  beneath 

Ver.  163.  the  conch]  Plantations  that  have  no  bells,  aflemble  their  Negroes  by 
founding  a  conch-ftiell. 
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The  earth’s  dark  furface;  where  fulphureous-  flames, 
Oft  from  their  vapoury  prifdns  burfting  wild, 

To  dire  explofion  give  the  cavern’d  deep, 

And  in  dread  ruin  all  its  inmates  whelm  ?  — 

ISTolr  fateful  only  us  the  burning  flame ;  * 

\ 

The  exhalations  of  the  deep-dug  mine, 

Tho*  flow,  fhake  from  their  wings  as.fure  a  death. 
With  what  intenfe  feverity  of  pain 
Hath  the  afflidted  mufe,  in  Scotia,  feen 
The  miners  rack’d,  who  toil  for  fatal  lead? 

What  cramps,  what  palfles  fhake  their  feeble  limbs, 
Who,  on  the  margin  of  the  rocky  Drave, 

Trace  filver’s  fluent  ore?  Yet  white  men  thefe  l 


180 


How  far  more  happy  ye,  than  thofe  poor  flaves, 

Who,  whilom,  under  native,  gracious  chiefs, 

Incas  and  emperors,  long  time  enjoy’d  185 

Mild  government,  with  every  fweet  of  life, 

In  blifsful  climates  ?  See  them  dragg’d  in  chains, 

By  proud  infulting  tyrants,  to  the  mines 

<  •  •  '1 

Which  once  they  call’d  their  own,  and  then  defpis’d ! 


Ver.  1 8 1.  rocky  Drave^\  A  river  in  Hungary,  on  whole  banks  are  found  mines 

of  quickfiiver. 


See, 
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See,  in  the  mineral  bofom  of  their  land, 

How  hard  they  toil !  how  foon  their  youthful  limbs 
Feel  the  decrepitude  of  age!  how  foon 
Their  teeth  defert  their  fockets !  and  how  foon 
Shaking  paralyfis  unftrings  their  frame  \ 

Yet  fcarce,  even  then,  are  they  allow’d  to  view 
The  glorious  God  of  day,  of  whom  they  beg, 

With  earned  hourly  duplications,  death  ; 

Yet  death  flow  comes,  to  torture  them  the  more  ! 

With  thefe  compar’d,  ye  fons  of  Afric,  fay. 

How  far  more  happy  is  your  lot  ?  Bland  health, 

Of  ardent  eye,  and  limb  robuft,  attends 

Your  cuflom’d  labour;  and,  fhould  flcknefs  feize, 
With  what  folicitude  are  ye  not  nurs’d  !  — 

Ye  Negroes,  then,  your  pieafing  talk  purfue; 

And,  by  your  toil,  deferve  your  mafter’s  care. 

When  fird  your  Blacks  are  novel  to  the  hoe ; 
Study  their  humours :  Some,  foft»foothing  words ; 

*  1  ' 

Some,  prefents;  and  fome,  menaces  fubdue; 

And  fome  I’ve  known,  fo  dubborn  is  their  kind, 
Whom  blows,  alas  !  could  win  alone  to  toil. 
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Yet,  planter,  let  humanity  prevail. — 

Perhaps  thy  Negroe,  in  his  native  land, 

PoiTeft  large  fertile  plains,  and  flaves,  and  herds : 
Perhaps,  whene’er  he  deign’d  to  walk  abroad. 
The  richeft  filks,  from  where  the  Indus  rolls, 

His  limbs  inverted  in  their  gorgeous  pleats  : 
Perhaps  he  wails  his  wife,  his  children,  left 
To  rtruggle  with  adverfity  :>  Perhaps 
Fortune,  in  battle  for  his  country  fought. 

Gave  him  a  captive  to  his  deadliert  foe  : 

Perhaps,  incautious,  in  his  native  fields, 

(On  pleafurable  fcenes  his  mind  intent) 

All  as  he  wandered ;  from  the  neighbouring  grove, 
Fell  arnbufh  dragg’d  him  to  the  hated  main. — 
Were  they  even  fold  for  crimes;  ye  polifh'd,  fay! 

Ye,  to  whom  Learning  opes  her  ampleft  page  1 
Ye,  whom  the  knowledge  of  a  living  God 
Should  lead  to  virtue !  Are  ye  free  from  crimes  ? 
Ah  pity,  then,  thefe  uninftrinrted  fwains ; 

And  rtill  let  mercy  foften  the  decrees 
Of  rigid  juftice,  with  her  lenient  hand. 


Oh,  did  the  tender  mufe  pofiefs  the  power, 
Which  monarchs  have,  and  monarchs  oft  abufe : 
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T would  be  the  fond  ambition  of  her  foul. 

To  quell  tyrannic  fway ;  knock  off  the  chains 
Of  heart-debafing  flavery  5  give  to  man, 

Of  every  colour  and  of  every  clime. 

Freedom,  which  flamps  him  image  of  his  God. 

Then  laws,  Opprefhon’s  fcourge,  fair  Virtue’s  prop, 

* 

Offspring  of  Wifdom  !'  fhould  impartial  reign, 

To  knit  the  whole  in  well-accorded  ftrife : 

Servants,  not  Haves  ;  of  choice,  and  not  compell’d  ; 

1 

The  Blacks  fhould  cultivate  the  Cane-land  ifles. 


'  *37 


235 


240 


Say,  fhall  the  mufe  the  various  ills  recount. 
Which  Nearoe-nations  feel  ?  Shall  fhe  defcribe 
The  worm  that  fubtly  winds  into  their  flefh. 
All  as  they  bathe  them  in  their  native  ftreams  ? 
There,  with  fell  increment,  it  foon  attains 
A  direful  length  of  harm.  Yet,  if  due  fkill, 
And  proper  circumfpe&ion  are  employed. 

It  may  be  won  its  volumes  to  wind  round 
A  leaden  cylinder  :  But,  O,  beware, 

No  rafhnefs  pradtife ;  elfe  ’twill  furely  fnap, 

And  fuddenly,  retreating,  dire  produce 
An  annual  lamenefs  to  the  tortured  Moon 
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Nor  only  is  the  dragon  worm  to  dread  : 

Fell,  winged  infedts,  which  the  vifual  ray 
Scarcely  difcerns,  their  fable  feet  and  hands 
Oft  penetrate  ;  and,  in  the  flefhy  neft* 

Myriads  of  young  produce ;  which  foon  deftroy 
The  parts  they  breed  in  y  if  afllduous  care, 

With  art,  extradl  not  the  prolific  foe. 

Or,  fhall  fhe  fing,  and  not  debafe  her  lay,, 

The  pefl:  peculiar  to  the  iEthiop-kind, 

K 

r 

The  yaw’s  infectious  bane  ?  —  The  infedted  far 

In  huts,  to  leeward,  lodge  ;  or  near  the  main. 

With  heartning  food,  with  turtle,  and  with  conchs  ;• 

The  flowers  of  .fulphur,  and  hard  niccars  burnt,, 

Ver.  257.  winged  infers]  Thefe,  by  the  Englifh,  are  called  Chigoes  or  Chlgres *. 
They  chiefly  perforate  the  toes,  and  fometimes  the  Angers  ;  occafioning  an  itching, 
which  fome  people  think  not  unpleafing,  and  are  at  pains  to  get,  by  going  to 
the  copper-holes,  or  mill-round,  where  chigres  mod  abound.  They  lay  their  nits  in  a 
bag,  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pea,  and  are  partly  contained  therein  themfelves,. 
This  the  Negroes  extradl  without  burfling,  by  means  of  a  needle,  and  filling  up  the 
place  with  a  little  fnufF;  it  foon  heals,  if  the  perfon  has  a  good  conflitution.  One 
fpecies  of  them  is  fuppofed  to  be  poifonous;  but,  I  believe,  unjuflly.  When  they 
bury  themfelves  near  a  tendon,  efpecially  if  the  perfon  is  in  a  bad  habit  of  body,  they.- 
occafion  troublefome  fores.  The  South-Americans  call  them  Miguas. 

Ver.  268.  niccars']  The  botanical  name  of  this  medicinal  fhrub  is  Guilandlna . . 
The  fruit  refembles  marbles,  though  not  fo  round.  Their  fhell  is  hard  and  fmooth,, 
and  contains  a  farinaceous  nut,  of  admirable  ufe  ia  feminal  weaknefTes.  They  are 
alfo  given  to  throw  out  the  yaws. 
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The  lurking  evil  from  the  blood  expel, 

And  throw  it  on  the  furface :  There  in  fpots 

Which  caufe  no  pain,  and  fcanty  ichor  yield, 

It  chiefly  breaks  about  the  arms  and  hips, 

A  virulent  contagion  ! - When  no  more 

Round  knobby  fpots  deform,  but  the  difeafe 
Seems  at  a  paufe :  then  let  the  learned  leach 
Give,  in  due  dofe,  live-filver  from  the  mine; 

Till  copious  fpitting  the  whole  taint  exhauft. 
Nor  thou  repine,  tho’  half-way  round  the  fun. 
This  globe,  her  annual  progrefs  fhall  abfolve  ; 
Ere,  clear’d,  thy  Have  from  all  infedion  fhine. 
Nor  then  be  confident;  fucceflive  crops 
Of  defoedations  oft  will  fpot  the  Ikin  : 

Thefe  thou,  with  turpentine  and  guaiac  pods. 
Reduc’d  by  codion  to  a  wholefome  draught. 
Total  remove,  and  give  the  blood  its  balm. 

Say,  as  this  malady  but  once  infefls 
The  fons  of  Guinea,  might  not  {kill  ingraft 

(Thus,  the  fmall-pox  are  happily  convey’d;) 

This  ailment  early  to  thy  Negroe-train  ? 
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Yet,  of  the  ills  which  torture  Libya’s  Tons, 
Worms  tyrannize  the  word.  They,  Proteus-like, 

Each  fymptom  of  each  malady  afiume ; 

% 

And,  under  every  mafk,  the  affaffins  kill. 

Now,  in  the  guife  of  horrid  fpafms,  they  writhe 

The  tortured  body,  and  all  fenfe  o’er-power. 

Sometimes,  like  Mania,  with  her  head  downcaft. 

They  caufe  the  wretch  in  folitude  to  pine; 

Or  frantic,  burfling  from  the  flrongefl  chains, 

To  frown  with  look  terrific,  not  his  own. 
Sometimes  like  Ague,  with  a  fhivering  mien, 

The  teeth  gnafh  fearful,  and  the  blood  runs  chill : 
Anon  the  ferment  maddens  in  the  veins. 

And  a  falie  vigour  animates  the  frame. 

Again,  the  dropfy’s  bloated  mafk  they  fleal ; 

Or,  “  melt  with  minings  of  the  hedtic  fire.” 
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Sat,  to  fuch  various  mimic  forms  of  death ; 

What  remedies  ihail  puzzled  art  oppofe  ? — 

Thanks  to  the  Almighty,  in  each  path-way  hedge, 
Rank  cow-itch  grows,  whofe  fharp  unnumber’d  flings. 
Sheath’d  in  Melaffes,  from  their  dens  expel]. 

Fell  dens  of  death,  the  reptile  lurking  foe. — 

V er.  30 9.  Cow-itch']  See  notes  in  Book  II. 
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A  powerful  vermifuge,  in  Ikilful  hands, 

\ 

The  worm-grafs  proves ;  yet,  even  in  hands  of  fkill. 
Sudden,  I’ve  known  it  dim  the  vifual  ray 
For  a  whole  day  and  night.  There  are  who  ufe 
(And  fage  Experience  juftifies  the  ufe) 

The  mineral  product  of  the  Cornifh  mine ; 

Which  in  old  times,  ere  Britain  laws  enjoyed, 

The  polifh’d  Tyrians,  monarchs  of  the  main, 

In  their  fwift  (hips  convey’d  to  foreign  realms  : 

The  fun  by  day,  by  night  the  northern  ftar, 

Their  courfe  conducted. — Mighty  commerce,  hail ! 
By  thee  the  fons  of  Attic’s  fterile  land, 

A  fcanty  number,  laws  impos’d  on  Greece: 

Nor  aw’d  they  Greece  alone;  vaft  Afia’s  King, 

Tho’  girt  by  rich  arm’d  myriads,  at  their  frown 
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Ver.  317.  The  mineral  product  of  the  Cornijh  mine ]  Tin-filings  are  a  better 
vermifuge  than  tin  in  powder.  The  weftern  parts  of  Britain,  and  the  neighbouring 
ifles,  have  been  famous  for  this  ufeful  metal  from  the  remoteft  antiquity;  for  we  find 
from  Strabo,  that  the  Phaenicians  made  frequent  voyages  to  thofe  parts  (which  they 
called  Cajfiterides  from  Kaccrj  reyov  ftannum)  in  queft  of  that  commodity,  which  turn¬ 
ed  out  fo  beneficial  to  them,  that  a  pilot  of  that  nation  ftranded  his  vefiel,  rather 
than  (how  a  Roman  (hip,  that  watched  him,  the  way  to  thofe  mines.  For  this 
public  fpirited  adion  he  was  amply  rewarded,  fays  that  accurate  writer,  upon  his  re¬ 
turn  to  his  country.  The  Romans,  however,  foon  made  themfelves  matters  of  the 

jfecret,  ai^d  (hared  with  them  in  the  profit  of  that  merchandize. 

Fdt 
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Felt  his  heart  wither  on  his  fartheft  throne. 

«  k 

Perennial  fo urce  of  population  thou  ! 

While  fcanty  peafants  plough  the  flowery  plains 
Of  purple  Enna;  from  the  Belgian  fens, 

,  *  1  r  ^  * 

What  fwarms  of  ufeful  citizens  fpring  up, 

Hatch’d  by  thy  foflering  wing.  Ah  where  is  flown 
That  dauntlefs  free-born  fpirit,  which  of  old. 

Taught  them  to  fhake  off  the  tyrannic  yoke 
Of  Spains  infulting  King;  on  whofe  wide  realms. 
The  fun  (fill  fhone  with  undiminifhed  beam  ? 

Parent  of  wealth;!  in  vain,  coy  nature  hoards 
Her  gold  and  diamonds ;  toil,,  thy  firm  compeer. 

And  induftry  of  unremitting  nerve. 

Scale  the  cleft  mountain,  the  loud  torrent  brave, 
Plunge  to  the  center,  and  thro’  Nature’s  wiles, 

(Led  on  by  (kill  of  penetrative  foul) 

Her  following  clofe,  her  fecret  treafures  find. 

To  pour  them  plenteous  on  the  laughing  world. 

On  thee  Sylvanus,  thee  each  rural  god. 

On  thee  chief  Ceres,  with  unfailing  love 
And  fond  diftin&ion,  emuloufly  gaze. 

In  vain  hath  nature  pour’d  vafl  feas  between 
Far-diftant  kingdoms ;  endlefs  florms  in  vain 
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With  double  night  brood  o’er  them  thou  doR  throw, 
O’er  far-divided  nature’s  realms,  a  chain 
To  bind  in  fweet  fociety  mankind. 

By  thee  white  Albion,  once  a  barbarous  clime, 

Grew  fam’d  for  arms,  for  wifdom,  and  for  laws 
By  thee  Ihe  holds  the  balance  of  the  world, 
Acknowledg’d  now  foie  emprefs  of  the  main. 

Coy  though  thou  art,  and  mutable  of  love. 

There  may’ll:  thou  ever  fix  thy  wandering  Heps  5 
While  Eurus  rules  the  wide  atlantic  foam  ! 

By  thee,  thy  favourite,  great  Columbus  found 
That  world,  where  now  thy  praifes  I  rehearfe 
To  the  refounding  main  and  palmy  Ihorej 
And  Lufitania’s  chiefs  thofe  realms  explor’d, 

Whence  negroes  fpring,  the  fubjedt  of  my  fong. 

Nor  pine  the  Blacks,  alone,  with  real  ills*, 

That  baffle  oft  the  wifefl  rules  of  art : 

They  likewife  feel  imaginary  woes  ; 

Woes  no  lefs  deadly.  Lucklefs  he  who  owns 

The  Have,  who  thinks  himfelf  bewitch’d  ;  and  whom, 

In  wrath,  a  conjurer’s  fnake-mark’d  Half  hath  llruck  ! 


Ver„  370.  fnake- mark'd]  The  negroe-conjurers,  or  Obia*men,  as  they  are 

called,  carry  about  them  a  ftafF,  which  is  marked  with  frogs,  fnakes,  The 

blacks 


365 


144 


THE  SUGAR-CANE. 


Book  IV. 


They  mope,  love  filence,  every  friend  avoid  ; 

They  inly  pine;  all  aliment  rejedt; 

Or  infufficient  for  nutrition  take  : 

Their  features  droop  ;  a  fickly  yellowifh  hue 

Their  fkin  deforms ;  their  flrength  and  beauty  fly.  375 

Then  comes  the  feverifh  fiend,  with  firy  eyes, 

1 

Whom  drowth,  convulfions,  and  whom  death  furround, 

Fatal  attendants !  if  fome  fubtle  Have 
(Such,  Obia-men  are  Ail’d)  do  not  engage, 

To  fave  the  wretch  by  antidote  or  fpell.  380 

In  magic  fpells,  in  Obia,  all  the  fons 
Of  fable  Africk  truil : — Ye,  facred  nine! 

(For  ye  each  hidden  preparation  know) 

Tranfpierce  the  gloom,  which  ignorance  and  fraud 

Have  render’d  awful ;  tell  the  laughing  world  385 

Of  what  thefe  wonder-working  charms  are  made. 

blacks  imagine  that  its  blow,  if  not  mortal,  will  at  leaft  occafion  long  and  troublefome 
diforders.  A  belief  in  magic  is  infeparable  from  human  nature,  but  thofe  nations 
are  moft  addicted  thereto,  amen.;  whom  learning,  and  of  courfe,  philofophy  have 
leaf!;  obtained.  As  in  all  other  countries,  fo  in  Guinea,  the  conjurers,  as  they  have 
more  underftanding,  fo  are  they  almoft  always  more  wicked  than  the  common  herd 
of  their  deluded  countrymen  *,  and  as  the  negroe-magicians  can  do  mifehief,  fo  they 
can  alfo  do  good  on  a  plantation,  provided  they  are  kept  by  the  white  people  in 
proper  fubordination. 
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Fern  robt  cut  fmall,  and  tied  with  many  a  knot; 
Old  teeth  extracted  from  a  white  man's  fkull ; 

A  lizard’s  fkeleton  ;  a  ferpent’s  head  : 

Thefe  mix’d  with  fait,  and  water  from  the  fpring, 
Are  in  a  phial  pour’d ;  o’er  thefe  the  leach 
Mutters  flrange  jargon,  and  wild  circles  forms. 

Of  this  pofleft,  each  negroe  deems  himfelf 
Secure  from  poifon ;  for  to  poifon  they 
Are  infamoufly  prone :  and  arm’d  with  this. 

Their  fable  country  daemons  they  defy. 

Who  fearful  haunt  them  at  the  midnight  hour, 

> 

To  work  them  mifchief.  This,  difeafes  fly  ; 
Difeafes  follow  :  fuch  its  wonderous  power  1 
This  o’er  the  threflnold  of  their  cottage  hung, 

No  thieves  break  in;  or,  if  they  dare  to  heal, 

Their  feet  in  blotches,  which  admit  no  cure, 

Burfl:  loathfome  out :  but  (hould  its  owner  filch, 

r 

As  flaves  were  ever  of  the  pilfering  kind, 

This  from  detection  fcreens  fo  conjurers  fwear. 

» 

’Till  morning  dawn,  and  Lucifer  withdraw 

His  beamy  chariot ;  let  not  the  loud  bell 

U 
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Call  forth  thy  negroes  from  their  rufhy  couch  : 

And  ere  the  fun  with  mid-day  fervour  glow,  ; 

When  every  broom-bu(h  opes  her  yellow  flower;  410 

Let  thy  black  labourers  from  their  toil  defift : 

Nor  till  the  broom  her  every  petal  lock, 

Let  the  loud  bell  recall  them  to  the  hoe. 

But  when  the  jalap  her  bright  tint  difplays. 

When  the  folanum  fills  her  cup  with  dew,  >  4T5 

And  crickets,  fnakes,  and  lizards  ’gin  their  coil ; 

Let  them  find  {belter  in  their  cane-thatch’d  huts : 

Or,  if  conflrain’d  unufual  hours  to  toil, 

(For  even  the  bed;  mud  fometimes  urge  their  gang) 

With  double  nutriment  reward  their  pains.  420 

Ver.  410.  broom-bujb']  This  fmall  plant,  which  grows  in  every  pafture,  may,  with 
propriety,  be  termed  an  American  clock;  for  it  begins  every  forenooh  at  eleven 
to  open  its  yellow  flowers,  which  about  one  are  fully  expanded,  and  at  two 
clofed.  The  jalap,  or  marvel  of  Peru,  unfolds  its  petals  between  five  and  fix  in  the 
evening,  which  fhut  again  as  foon  as  night  comes  on,  to  open  again  in  the  cool  of 
the  morning.  This  plant  is  called  four  o’clock  by  the  netives,  and  bears  either  a  yel- 

'  -  i  c.  ( 

low  or  purple-coloured  flower. 

r  ...  f 

«  i--‘  .  ;i  ’  '1  •  "O  v. .  y  0 m,  ■  7 /.  t- 

Ver.  415.  folanum]  So  feme  authors  name  the  fire-weed,  which  grows  every  where, 

and  is  the  datura  of  Linnaeus;  whofe  virtues  Dr.-  Stork,  at  Vienna,  has  greatly  extol¬ 
led  in  a  late  publication.  It  bears  a  white  monopetalous  flower,  which  opens  always 
about  fun-fet.  - 
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Howe’er  infenfate  fome  may  deem  their  Haves, 

Nor  ’bove  the  beftial  rank  ;  far  other  thoughts 
The  mufe,  foft  daughter  of  humanity  ! 

Will  ever  entertain. — The  Ethiop  knows, 

The  Ethiop  feels,  when  treated  like  a  man  ;  425 

Nor  grudges,  fhould  neceflity  compell. 

By  day,  by  night,  to  labour  for  his  lord. 

Not  lefs  inhuman,  than  unthrifty  thofe ; 

Who,  half  the  year’s  rotation  round  the  fun, 

Deny  fubfiHence  to  their  labouring  flaves.  430 

But  would’H  thou  fee  thy  negroe-train  encreafe, 

Free  from  diforders  j  and  thine  acres  clad 
With  groves  of  fugar:  every  week  difpenfe 
Or  Englifh  beans,  or  Carolinian  rice  ; 

Ierne’s  beef,  or  Penfilvanian  flour;  435 

Newfoundland  cod,  or  herrings  from  the  main 
That  howls  tempeftuous  round  the  Scotian  illes  1 

Yet  fome  there  are  fo  lazily  inclind. 

And  fo  neglectful  of  their  food,  that  thou, 

Would’ft  thou  preferve  them  from  the  jaws  of  death ;  44° 

Daily,  their  wholefome  viands  mud  prepare  : 

With  thefe  let  all  the  young,  and  childleis  old, 

U  2 
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And  all  the  morbid  {hare; — fo  heaven  will  blefs. 

With  manifold  encreafe,  thy  coftly  care. 

Suffice  not  this;  to  every  flave  affign  44£ 

Some  mountain-ground  :  or,  if  wade  broken  land 
To  thee  belong,  that  broken  land  divide. 

This  let  them  cultivate,  one  day,  each  week ; 

And  there  raife  yams,  and  there  caffada’s  root 

From  a  good  daemon’s  ftaff  caffada  fprang,.  450 

Tradition  fays,  and  Caribbees  believe  ; 

Which  into  three  the  white-rob’d  genius  broke. 

And  bade  them  plant,  their  hunger  to  repel. 

There  let  angola’s  bloomy  bufh  fupply. 

For  many  a  year,  with  wholefome  pulfe  their  board..  4^5' 

There  let  the  bonavift,  his  fringed  pods 

Throw 

Ver.  449.  cajfada 3  To  an  antient  Carribean,  bemoaning  the  favage  uncomfortable 
life  of  his  countrymen,  a  deity  clad  in  white  apparel  appeared,  and  told  him,  he  would 
have  come  fooner  to  have  taught  him  the  ways  of  civil  life,  had  he  been  addrefted 
before.  He  then  fhowed  him  fharp-cutting  ftones  to  fell  trees  and  build  houfes ;  and 
bade  him  cover  them  with  the  palm  leases.  Then  he  broke  his  ftaff  in  three ;  which, 
being  planted,  foon  after  produced  caftada.  See  Ogilvy’s  America. 


Ver.  454.  angola]  This  is  called  Pidgeon  pea,  and  grows  on  a  fturdy  fhrub,  that 
will  laft  for  years.  It  is  juftfy  reckoned  among  the  mod  wholefome  legumens. 
The  juice  of  the  leaves,  dropt  into  the  eye,  will  remove  incipient  films.  The  botanic 
name  is  Cytifus. 

Ver.  456.  bonavijl]  This  is  the  Spanifh  name  of  a  plant,  which  produces  an  excellent 
bean.  It  is  a  parafitical  plant.  There  are  five  forts  of  bonavift,  the  green,  the  white,  the 

moon-fhme. 
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Throw  liberal  o’er  the  prop ;  while  ochra  bears 
Aloft  his  flimy  pulp,  and  help  difdains. 

There  let  potatos  mantle  o’er  the  ground  ; 

Sweet  as  the  cane-juice  is  the  root  they  bear. 

There  too  let  eddas  fpring  in  order  meet. 

With  Indian  cale,  and  foodful  calaloo  : 

While  mint,  thyme,  balm,  and  Europe’s  coyer  herbs, 
Shoot  gladfome  forth,  nor  reprobate  the  clime. 
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moon-fhine,  the  fmall  or  common  ;  and,  laftly-,  the  black  and  red.  The  flowers  of 
all  are  white  and  papilionaceous ;  except  the  lad,  whofe  blofioms  are  purple.  They 
commonly  bear  in  fix  weeks.  Their  pulfe  is  wholefome,  though  fomewhat  flatulent  j 
efpecially  thofe  from  the  black  and  red.  The  pods  are  flattifh,  two  or  three  inches 
long  ;  and  contain  from  three  to  five  feeds  in  partitional  cells. 

Ver.  457.  Gchrai]  Or  O^kro.  This  fhrub,  which  will  lad  for  years,  produces  a 
not  lefs  agreeable,  than  wholefome  pod.  It  bears  all  the  year  round.  Being  of 
a  flimy  and  balfamic  nature,  it  becomes  a  truly  medicinal  aliment  in  dyfenteric  com¬ 
plaints.  It  is  of  the  Malva  fpecies.  It  rifes  to  about  tour  or  five  feet  high,  bear¬ 
ing,  on  and  near  the  fummit,  many  yellow  flowers  ;  fucceeded  by  green,  conic, 
fietby  pods,  channelled  into  feveral  grooves.  There  are  as  many  cells  filled 
with  fmall  round  feeds,  as  there  are  channels. 

Ver.  459.  palates]  I  cannot  pofitively  fay,  whether  thefe  vines  are  of  Indian  ori¬ 
ginal  or  not ;  but  as  in  their  fruftification,  they  differ  from  potatos  at  home,  they 
probably  are  not  European.  They  are  fweet.  There  are  four  kinds,  the  red,  the 
white,  the  long,  and  round  :  The  juice  of  each  may  be  made  into  a  pleafant. cool 
drink  ;  and,  being  diddled,  yield  an  excellent  fpirit. 

Ver.  461.  eddas]  See  notes  on  Book  I.  The  French  Coll  this  plant  7 ayove. 
It  produces  eatable  roots  every  four  months,  for  one  year  only.. 

Ver.  462.  Indian  cale]  This  green,  which  is  a  native  of  the  New  World,  equals 
any  of  the  greens  in  the  Old. 

Ver.  462.  calaloo ]  Another  fpecies  of  Indian  pot  herb,  no  lefs  wholefome  thari  thu 
preceding.  Thefe,  with  mezamby,  and  the  Jamaica  prickle-weed,  yield  to  no  ef- 
cu lent  plants  in  Europe.  This  is  an  Indian  name. 

This 
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This  tradt  fecure,  with  hedges  or  of  limes, 

Or  bufhy  citrons,  or  the  fhapely  tree 
That  glows  at  once  with  aromatic  blooms, 

And  golden  fruit  mature.  To  thefe  be  join’d. 

In  comely  neighbourhood,  the  cotton  fhrub ; 

In  this  delicious  clime  the  cotton  burfts 

On  rocky  foils.  —  The  coffee  alfo  plant  5 
White  as  the  fkin  of  Albion’s  lovely  fair. 

Are  the  thick  fnowy  fragrant  blooms  it  boafts : 

Nor  wilt  thou,  coco,  thy  rich  pods  refufe ; 

Tho’  years,  and  heat,  and  moifture  they  require, 
Ere  the  (tone  grind  them  to  the  food  of  health. 

Of  thee,  perhaps,  and  of  thy  various  forts, 

And  that  kind  fheltering  tree,  thy  mother  nam’d, 
With  crimfon  flowerets  prodigally  grac’d  ; 

In  future  times,  the  enraptur’d  mufe  may  fing : 

If  public  favour  crown  her  prefent  lay. 

But  let  fome  antient,  faithful  flave  eredt 
Elis  fheltered  manfion  near ;  and  with  his  dog, 
His  loaded  gun,  and  cutlafs,  guard  the  whole : 

Elfe  negro-fugitives,  who  fkulk  ’mid  rocks 

Ver.  466.  the Jhapely  tree]  7  he  orange  tree. 

Ver.  478.  thy  nvAher  nam'd J  See  Book  I.  p.  43* 
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And  fhrubby  wilds,  in  bands  will  foon  dedroy 
Thy  labourer’s  honed  wealth ;  their  lofs  and  yours. 


Perhaps,  of  Indian  gardens  I  could  fing. 
Beyond  what  bloom’d  on  bled  Phaeacia’s  ifle. 

Or  eadern  climes  admir’d  in  days  of  yore : 

.  A  ... 

How  Europe’s  foodful,  culinary  plants  ; 

How  gay  Pomona’s  ruby-tindlured  births  > 

And  gawdy  Flora’s  various-veded  train  ; 

Might  be  indrutded  to  unlearn  their  clime, 

And  by  due  difcipline  adopt  the  fun. 

.  r  ■  f 

The  mufe  might  tell  what  culture  will  entice 

i  .  _  ■ 

The  ripened  melon,  to  perfume  each  month  j 
And  with  the  anana  load  the  fragrant  board. 
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The  mufe  might  tell,  what  trees  will  bed  exclude 
(“  Infuperable  height  of  airied  fhade”)  500 

With  their  vad  umbrage  the  noon’s  fervent  ray. 

Thee,  verdant  mammey,  hid,  her  fong  fhould  praile  : 

Thee, 

•  <  .  ,  i  '  '  t ,  *  *  f  1  .* 

•  ■ "  •  ‘  ‘  • '  *  •  •  v  •  *  <  • 

Ver.  502.  mammey ]  This  is  a  lofty,  (hady,  and  beautiful  tree.  Its  fruit  is  as  large 
as  the  largeft  melon,  and  of  an  exquifite  fmell,  greatly  fuperior  to  it  in  point  01  tafte 
Within  the  fruit  are  contained  one  or  two  large  (tones,  which  when  diflilled,  give 
to  fpirits  a  ratafia  flavour,  and  therefore  the  French  call  them  Les  apricots  de  St. Demin- 
gue:  accordingly,  the  I'eau  dcs  noiaux ,  one  of  the  beft  Wefl-Indian  cordials,  is  made 
from  them.  The  fruit,  eaten  raw,  is  of  an  aperient  quality  s  and  made  into  iweet-meats. 
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Thee,  the  firft  natives  of  thefe  Ocean-ifles, 

Fell  anthropophagi,  hill  facred  held ;  * 

And  from  thy  large  high-flavour’d  fruit  abftain’d,  5°5 

With  pious  awe;  for  thine  high- flavoured  fruit. 

The  airy  phantoms  of  their  friends  deceas  d 

Joy’d  to  regale  on. - Such  their  Ample  creed. 

The  tamarind  likewife  (hould  adorn  her  theme. 

With  whofe  tart  fruit  the  fweltering  fever  loves  510 

To  quench  his  third:,  whofe  breezy  umbrage  foon 
Shades  the  pleas’d  planter,  fhades  his  children  long. 

Nor,  lofty  caflia,  (hould  (he  not  recount 

Thy  woodland  honours !  See,  what  yellow  flowers 

Dance  in  the  gale,  and  fcent  the  ambient  air;  515 

While  thy  long  pods,  full-fraught  with  ne&ared  fweets, 

Relieve  the  bowels  from  their  lagging  load. 

Nor  chirimoia,  though  thefe  torrid  ifles 

Boafl  not  thy  fruit,  to  which  the  anana  yields 

In  tafte  and  flavour,  wilt  thou  coy  refufe  520 


is  truly  exquifite.  This  tree,  contrary  to  mod  others  in  the  New  World,  (hoots 
up  to  a  pyramidal  figure  :  the  leaves  are  uncommonly  green  ;  and  it  produces  fruit,  but 
once  a  year.  The  name  is  Indian.  The  Englifh  commonly  call  it  Mammey-fapota . 
There  are  two  fpecies  of  it,  the  fweet,  and  the  tart.  The  botanical  name  is  Achras . 

VeR.  509*  tamarind]  See  Book  1.  p.  44. 

Ver.  513.  caffia,]  Both  this  tree  and  its  mild  purgative  pulp  are  fufHciently  known. 

Thy 
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Thy  fragrant  (hade  to  beautify  the  fcene. 

But,  chief  of  palms,  and  pride  of  Indian-groves, 

Thee,  fair  palmeto,  (hould  her  fong  refound : 

What  fwelling  columns,  form’d  by  Jones  or  Wren. 

Or  great  Palladio,  may  with  thee  compare  ? 

Not  nice-proportion’d,  but  of  fize  immenfe. 

Swells  the  wild  fig-tree,  and  (hould  claim  her  lay  : 

•  * 

For,  from  its  numerous  bearded  twigs  proceed 
A  filial  train,  ftupendous  as  their  fire. 

In  quick  fucceflionj  and,  o’er  many  a  rood. 

Extend  their  uncouth  limbs ;  which  not  the  bolt 
Of  heaven  can  fcathe  ;  nor  yet  the  all-wafting  rage 

Ver.  523.  palmeto ,]  This  being  the  moft  beautiful  of  palms,  nay,  perhaps,  fu« 
perior  to  any  other  known  tree  in  the  world,  has  with  propriety  obtained  the  name 
of  Royal.  The  botanical  name  is  Palma  Maxima .  It  will  (hoot  up  perpendicularly 
to  an  hundred  feet  and  more.  The  ftem  is  perfe&ly  circular ;  only  towards  the 
root,  and  immediately  under  the  branches  at  top,  it  bulges  out.  The  bark  is  fmooth, 
and  of  an  a(h-brown  colour,  except  at  the  top  where  it  is  green.  It  grows  very  faff, 
and  the  feed  from  whence  it  fprings  is  not  bigger  than  an  acorn.  In  this,  as  in  all 
the  palm-genus,  what  the  natives  call  Cabbage  is  found  j  but  it  refembles  in  tafte 
an  almond,  and  is  in  fad  the  pith  of  the  upper,  or  greenifh  part  of  the 
ftem.  But  it  would  be  the  moft  unpardonable  luxury  to  cut  down  fo  lovely  a  tree, 
for  fo  mean  a  gratification  ;  efpecially  as  the  wild,  or  mountain  cabbage  tree,  fuffici- 
ently  fupplies  the  table  with  that  efculent.  I  never  ride  paft  the  charming  vifta 
of  royal  palms  on  the  Cayon- eftate  of  Daniel  Mathew,  Efq;  in  St.  Chriftopher, 
without  being  put  in  mind  of  the  pillars  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Palmyra.  This 
tree  "rows  on  the  tops  of  hills,  as  well  as  in  valleys  ;  its  hard  cortical  part  makes 
very  durable  laths  for  houfes.  There  is  a  fmaller  fpecies  not  quite  fo  beautiful. 
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Of  Typhon,  or  of  hurricane,  deftrqy. 

«  ,  -  .  .  r  *  »  »  *  f 

Nor  fhould,  tho’  fmall,  the  anata  not  be  fung  : 

Thy  purple  dye,  the  filk  and  cotton  fleece  ■  f 

Delighted  drink  5  thy  purple  dye  the  tribes 
Of  Northern-Ind,  a  fierce  and  wily. icace, 

Caroufe,  afiembled  ;  aqd  with  it  they  paint.  .  ,  , 

Their  manly  make  in  fnan.y  a  horrid1  fornr,y  ; 

To  add  new  terrors  to  the  face  of  war.  f  ^q, 

The  mufe  might  teach  to  twine  the  verdant  ar<:h,i 
And  the  cool  alcove’s  lofty  roof  adorn,  '  .  n-  ‘  , 

With  ponderous  granadillas,  and  the  fruit 


^ER*  534-  anata ,]  Or  Anotto ,  or  Arnotta  ;  thence  corruptly  called  Indian  Otlei\ 
by,  the  Engliih..  The  tree  i$  about  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  applevtres.  The  French 
call  it  Rocou  ;  and  fend  the  farina  home  as  a  paint,  &c.  for  which  purpofe  the  tree  is 
cultivated  by  them  in  their  iflands.  The  flower  is  pentapetalous,  of  a  bluifh  and, 
ipopn-like  appearance.  The  yellow  filaments  are  tipped  with  purplifh  apices.  The 
%le  proves  the  rudiment  of  the  fucceeding  pod,  which  is  of  a  conic  fliape,  an  inchi 
and  a  half  long.  f  his  isrdiv.ided  into  many  cdlls,  which  contain  a  great  number  of 
fmall  feeds,  covered"  with  a  red  farina.  * ' 

.  .  •»  *  \  r  >  •  /  , 

-  f.  •  -  j  •  •  J  J  '  *  •  .  *  *  r  .1J  ;  f  f 

Ver-  543-  granadilla]  This  is  the  Spanifh  name,  and  is  a  fpecies  of  the  pajfijtora , 
•r  paffion-flowet,  called-Ty  Linnaeus  AAufa.  I  he  feeds  and  pulp,  through  which 
the  feeds  are  difperfod,  are  cooling,  and  grateful  to  the  palate.  This,  as  well  as 
the  water-lemon,  bell-apple,  or  honeyfuckle,  as;  it  is  named,  beiqg  parafltical  plants, 
are  eafily  formed  into  cooling  arbors,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  grateful  in 
warm  climates.  Both  Iruits  are  wholdome.  T  he  granadilla  is  commonly  eat  with 
fugar,  on  account  of  its  tartnef,  and  yet  the  pulp  is  vifeid.  Plunder  calls  it  Granadilla , 

IciUfoha ,  fruBu  mllformi  It  grows  belt  in  fhady  places.  The  unripe  fruit  makes  an 
excellent  pickle. 


Call’d 
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Call’d  water-lemon  ;  grateful  to  the  tafte  : 

Nor  fhould  {he  not  purfue  the  mountain-flreams, 
But  pleas’d  decoy  them  from  their  fhady  haunts. 

In  rills,  to  vifit  every  tree  and  herb; 

Or  fall  o’er  fern-clad  cliffs,*  with  foaming  rage; 

»  r  f  • 

Or  in  huge  bafons  float,'  a  fair  expan fe  ;  q 
Or,  bound  in  chains  of  artificial  force, 

Arife  thro’  fculptured  {tone,  or  breathing  braft.  — 

But  I’m  in  hafte  to  furl  rny  wind-worn  fails, 

And  anchor  my  tir’d  veffel  on  the  {hore. 


TJi  j 

'-J 
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.  It  much  imports  to  build  thy  Negroe-huts, 

v  .C  *  o'*  C'  - 

Or  on  the  founding  margin  of  the  main, 

Or  on  fome  dry  hill’s-  gendy^floping  fideS, 

In  ftreets,  at  diflance  due. - When  near  the  beach, 

O  J  ■  !  .  I  .  c 

Let  frequent  coco  cafi  it&  wavy  fhade ; 

v.-j  r.  .  v.  •  . . '  r ;  :  3  t  sx  i  ■ 

’Tis  Neptune’s  tree ;  and,  nourifh’d  by  the  fpray, 

Soon  round  the  bending  ftenl’s  aerial  hfeight, 
ciufte’rs  of  mighty  nuts,  with  milk  and  fruit 
Delicious  fraught,  hang  clattering  in  the  Iky. 

There  let  the  bay-grape,  too,  its'  crooked  limbs 

Project 

■  '  •;  ’  i)  J 

-Via.  5*3 Of  ’fea  fide  grape,  as  it  is  more  commonly  tailed  This 
large,  crooked,  and  fhady  tree,  (the  leaves-  being  broad*  thick,  an^almo 
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Project  enormous;  of  impurpled  hue 

Its  frequent  clufters  glow.  And  there,  if  thou 

Would ’ft  make  the  fand  yield  falutary  food. 

Let  Indian  millet  rear  its  corny  reed, 

Like  arm’d  battalions  in  array  of  war. 

But,  round  the  upland  huts,  bananas  plant  ; 

A  wholefome  nutriment  bananas  yield, 

And  fun-burnt  labour  loves  its  breezy  fliade. 
Their  graceful  fcreen  let  kindred  plantanes  join, 
And  with  their  broad  vans  fhiver  in  the  breeze  5 
So  flames  defign’d,  or  by  imprudence  caught, 
Shall  fpread  no  ruin  to  the  neighbouring  roof. 

Yet  nor  the  founding  margin  of  the  main, 
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circular;)  and  fucceeds  beft  in  Tandy  places.  It  bears  large  clutters  of  grapes  once  a 
year ;  which,  when  ripe,  are  not  difagreeable.  The  ftones,  feeds,  or  acini,  con* 
tained  in  them,  are  large  in  proportion  5  and,  being  reduced  to  a  powder,  are  an  ex¬ 
cellent  aftringent.  The  bark  of  the  tree  has  the  fame  property.  The  grapes,  fteept 
in  water  and  fermented  with  fugar,  make  an  agreeable  wine. 

Ver.  567.  Indian  millet  ]  Or  maife.  This  is  commonly  called  Guinea-corn ,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  the  great  or  Indian-corn,  that  grows  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
North- America.  It  foon  fhoots  up  to  a  great  height,  often  twenty  feet  high,  and 
will  ratoon  hke  the  other ;  but  its  blades  are  not  fo  nourifhing  to  horfes  as  thofe  of 
the  great  corn,  although  its  feeds  are  more  fo,  and  rather  more  agreeable  to  the 
tafte.  The  Indians,  Negroes,  and  poor  white  people,  make  many  (not  unfavoury) 
diflies  with  them.  It  is  alfo  called  Turkey  wheat .  The  turpentine  tree  will  alfo  grow 
in  the  fand,  and  is  moft  ufeful  upon  a  plantation. 
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Nor  gently  floping  fide  of  breezy  hill, 

Nor  ftreets,  at  diftance  due,  imbower’d  in  trees ; 

Will  half  the  health,  or  half  the  pleafure  yield, 

Unlefs  fome  pitying  naiad  deign  to  lave, 

With  an  unceafing  ftream,  thy  thirfty  bounds. 

On  feftal  days  5  or  when  their  work  is  done  y 
Permit  thy  (laves  to  lead  the  choral  dance. 

To  the  wild  banlhaw’s  melancholy  found- 
Refponfive  to  the  found,  head  feet  and  frame 
Move  aukwardly  harmonious  $  hand  in  hand 
Now  lock’d,  the  gay  troop  circularly  wheels* 

And  frifks  and  capers  with  intemperate  joy. 

Halts  the  vaft  circle,  all  clap  hands  and  fing  y 

While  thofe  diftinguifh’d  for  their  heels  and  air,  59° 

Bound  in  the  center,  and  fantaftic  twine. 

Meanwhile  fome  (tripling,  from  the  choral  ring,. 

Trips  forth  5  and,  not  ungallantly,  bellows 
On  her  who  nimbleft  hath  the  greenfward  beat, 

And  whofe  flufh’d  beauties  have  inthrall’d  his  foul,  595 

A  filver  token  of  his  fond  applaufe. 

Ver.  584.  banjhaio-]  This  is  a  fort  of  rude  guitar,  invented  by  the  Negroes. 
It  produces  a  wil'd  pleafing  melancholy  found. 

Anon 
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Anon  they  form  in  ranks ;  nor  inexpert 

t  #  »  •  r 

A  thoufand  tuneful  intricacies  weave, 

Shaking  their  fable  limbs ;  and  oft  a  kifs 
Steal,  from  their  partners ;  who,  with  neck  reclin’d, 
And  femblant  fcorn,  refent  the  ravifh’d  blifs. 

But  let  not  thou  the  drum  their  mirth  infpire  j 
Nor  vinous  fpirits :  elfe,  to  madnefs  fir’d. 


(What  will  not  bacchanalian  frenzy  dare?) 

Fell  adts  of  blood,  and  vengeance  they  purfue.  605 


*  *  '  r  ^ 

Compel  by  threats,  or  win  by  foothing  arts. 


Thy  flaves  to  wed  their  fellow  flaves.  at  home  ; 
So  flaall  they  not  their  vigorous  prime  deftroy. 


By  diflant  journeys,  at  untimely  hours. 


4  *  -V,  M 

With  the  white  plumage  of  the  prickly  vke.  -i 


*  *  4  .  •  »  *  i  \  ,  4.  t  \  -  X.  s,  J  J 

Would’st  thou  from  countlefs  ails  preferve  thy  gang; 


(A 


. 1 4  *-  i.  J /  )  ,  i  i 


Ver.  61 1.  prickly  vine ]  This  beautiful:  white  rofaceons  flower  is  as  large  as  the 


crown  of  one’s  hat,  and  only  blows  at  midnight.  1  he  plant,  which  is  prickly 
and  attaches  itfelf  firmly  to  the  fules  of  houfes,'  trees,  & c.  produce's  a  fruit, 
which  tome  call  IVythe  Apple,  and  others  with  more  propriety,  Mountain- Jlrawbcny,- 
But  though  it  refembles  the  large  Chili-ftrawberry  in  looks  and  iize;  yet  being  inele¬ 
gant  of  tafte,  it  is  feldorri  eaten.  .Thc:  bptapical  (-nanae>  is  Cereus  fcandens  minor. 


i..  4 

The  rind  of  the  fruit  is  here  and  there  ft udded  jvith  tufts  of  fmall  (harp  prickles, 


I 


To 
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To  every  Negroe,  as  the  candle-weed 
Expands  his  blodoms  to  the  cloudy  fky, 

And  moid:  Aquarius  melts  in  daily  fhowers  3  r 

A  woolly  veflment  give,  (this  Wiltshire  weaves) 

f  ■  »  . 

Warm  to  repel  chill  Night’s  unwbolefome  dews : 

*  \  f I  * 

While  ftrong  coarfe  linen,  from  the  Scotian  loom, 

’  (S"  1  ■ .  t  ,  t  ,  f  • 

Wards  off  the  fervours  of  the  burning  day. 

t  _  *  \  . 

1.  ’  j  —  •  A  '  f  t  % 

^  '  '  •*  V'U  t‘.  '.1  (  A  i 

The  truly  great,  tho’  ‘from  a  hodile  clime,  620 

The  facred  Nine  embalm  3  then,  Mufes,  chant,’ 

t  •  *  , 

7  •* 

in  grateful  numbers,  Gallic  Lewis"  praife  : 

For  private  murder  quell’d  3  for  laurel’d  arts. 

Invented,  cherifh’d  in  his  native  realm  3 


For  rapine  puniflfd  j  for  grim  famine  fed  5. 
For  dy  chicane  expellM  the  wrangling  bar  3 
And  rightful  Themis  feated  on  her  throne  : 


625 


To  guard  the  /Ltmop  Irom  tyrannic  iway !. 


-  Did  fuch,  in  thefe  green  ides  which  Albion  claims,  630 

Did  fuch  obtain  3  the  mufe,  at  midnight-hour, 


Ver.  613.  candle~wecd  J  This  fhrub,  which  produces  a  yellow  flower  fomewhat 
refembling  a  narciflus,  makes  a  beautiful  hedge,  and  blows  about  November.  It 
grows  wild  every  where.  It  is  laid  to  be  diuretic,  but  this  I  do  not  know  from 
experience.  ■  - 


This 
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This  lad  brain-racking  ftudy  had  not  ply’d : 

But,  funk  in  {lumbers  of  immortal  blifs, 

To  bards  had  liAned  on  a  fancied  Thames ! 

All  hail,  old  father  Thames  1  tho'  not  from  far  635 

Thy  fpringing  waters  roll ;  nor  countlefs  ffreams. 

Of  name  confpicuous,  fwell  thy  watery  ftore  s 

Tho’  thou,  no  Plata,  to  the  fea  devolve 
Vaft  humid  offerings ;  thou  art  king  of  {breams : 

Delighted  Commerce  broods  upon  thy  wave  ;  640 

And  every  quarter  of  this  fea-girt  globe 
To  thee  due  tribute  pays  j  but  chief  the  world 
By  great  Columbus  found,  where  now  the  mufe 
Beholds,  tranfported,  flow  vafl  fleecy  clouds, 

Alps  pil’d  on  Alps  romantically  high,  645 

Which  charm  the  fight  with  many  a  pleafing  form. 

The  moon,  In  virgin-glory,  gilds  the  pole, 

And  tips  yon  tamarinds,  tips  yon  Cane-crown  d  vale. 

With  fluent  filver ;  while  unnumbered  ftars 

■Gild  the  vafl:  concave  with  their  lively  beams.  650 

The  main,  a  moving  burniflfd  mirror,  {bines  ; 

No  noife  is  heard,  fave  when  the  diftant  furge 
With  drouzy  murmurings  breaks  upon  the  fliore !  — 

Ver.  638.  no  Plata,]  One  of  the  larged  rivers  of  South  America. 

Ah 
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Ah  me,  what  thunders  roll !  the  fkv’s  on  fire  1 
Now  fudden  darknefs  muffles  up  the  pole  ! 

Heavens !  what  wild  fcenes,  before  the  affrighted  fenfe, 
Imperfea  fwim  !  —  See  !  in  that  flaming  fcroll, 

Which  Time  unfolds,  the  future  germs  bud  forth, 

Of  mighty  empires  1  independent  realms ! _ 

And  muff  Britannia,  Neptune  s  favourite  queen, 

_  I 

Prote&’refs  of  true  fcience,  freedom,  arts; 

Muft  fhe,  ah !  muft  fhe,  to  her  offspring  crouch  ? 

Ah,  muft  my  Thames,  old  Ocean’s  favourite  fon, 

Refign  his  trident  to  barbaric  ftreams ; 

His  banks  negledted,  and  his  waves  unfought. 

No  bards  to  fing  them,  and  no  fleets  to  grace  ? _ - 

Again  the  fleecy  clouds  amufe  the  eye, 

And  fparkling  ftars  the  vaft  horizon  gild  — 

She  fhall  not  crouch  5  if  Wifdom  guide  the  helm, 

Wifdom  that  bade  loud  Fame,  with  jufteft  praife. 

Record  her  triumphs !  bade  the  lacquaying  winds 
Tranfport,  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe, 

Her  winged  navies !  bade  the  fcepter’d  fons 
Of  earth  acknowledge  her  pre-eminence  !  — 

She  fhall  not  crouch  ;  if  thefe  Cane  ocean-ifles, 

Ifles  which  on  Britain  for  their  all  depend, 

Y 
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And  mud  for  ever;  ftill  indulgent  fhare  675 

Her  foftering  fmile :  and  other  ifles  be  given, 

From  vanquifh’d  foes. — And,  fee,  another  race! 

A  golden  sra  dazzles  my  fond  fight  1 
That  other  race,  that  long’d-for  sera,  hail ! 

The  British  George  now  reigns,  the  Patriot  King!  68« 

Britain  shall  ever  triumph  o’er  the  main. 


* 


The  End  of  Book  IV. 


A. 

t 

ACajou,  a  tree,  p.  8,  13 1. 

Acaffee,  p.  36. 

Africk,  p.  125. 

Anguilla,  p.  120. 

Antigua,  praife  of,  p.  98. 
Anatto,  p.  152. 

Anana,  p.  31. 

Alligator,  p.  57. 

Aufonia,  p.  79. 

Atlantic  ocean,  p.  100. 

Avaro,  a  charader,  p.  112. 
Avocato  pear-tree,  p.  8. 
Avon,  p.  107. 

Arrow,  what,  p.  17. 

Annan,  p.  95. 

Aurelius,  p.  4. 

Arfenic,  p.  58. 

Amyntor,  p.  25. 

Albion,  p.  143. 

Attic  land,  p.  141. 

Afia’s  king,  p.  141. 

Ants,  p.  66. 

Antille  ifles,  p.  16. 

Angola  pea,  p.  148. 

Apple,  bleft,  p.  61. 


TJArbadoes-ifland,  praife  of,  p.  15. 

Barbuda-illand,  p.  120. 
Bonavift,  p.  148. 

Bermudas,  illands  of,  p.  109. 
Blight,  or  blaft,  p.  65. 

Burr,  what,  p.  71. 

Bird,  tropic,  p.  82. 

Boneta-fifh,  p.  81. 

Briftol,  p.  107. 

Broom-bulb,  p.  146. 

Banana,  a  tree,  p.  156. 

Barbecue,  p.  1 13. 

Bifcay,  bay  of,  p.  80. 

Belgium,  p.  79. 

Banfhaw,  Negro-inftrument  of  mu- 
fick,  p.  157. 

Banian-tree,  p.  14. 

Bay-grape  tree,  p.  155. 

C. 

CEdar-tree,  p.  6. 

Caffia-tree,  p.  7. 

Ceiba,  large  tree,  p.  7. 
Calfada-fhrub,  p.  41. 

Cotton-lhrub,  p.  42. 

Cacao-tiee,  p»  4^* 


Coffee- 


t 
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Coffee- fhrub,  p.  43. 

Carnation,  Spanifh-fhrub,  p.  36. 
Chickweed,  p.  61. 

Crabs,  land,  p.  27. 

Cockroach,  infedt,  p.  26. 

Cathay,  p.  68. 

Cormantee  Negroes,  p.  129. 
Chigres,  fmall  infe£t,  %p.  138. 
Chirimoya,  fruit,  p.  152. 

Congo  Negroes,  p.  127. 

Congaw  Negroes,  p.130. 
Crickets,  p.  146. 

Cherry,  p.  131. 

Calm,  effedts  of  a,  p.  73. 
Cowitch,  p.  60. 

Cochinille,  p.  64. 

Coco-nut  tree,  p.  77. 

China- fhrub,  p.  88. 

Calpe,  p.  1 14. 

Cambria,  p.  120. 

.  Cooler,  what,  p.  108. 

Cane,  p.  3. 

Cane,  dumb,  p.  ic6. 

Calaloo,  p.  149. 

Charente,  a  river,  p.  80. 

Calaba,  large  tree,  p.  99. 
Condor,  a  large  bird,  p.  46. 
Coco-fhrub,  p.  42. 

Caftiterides,  p.  141. 

Conch,  p.  133. 


D  E  X. 

Columbus,  praife  of,  p.  12. 

Cale,  Indian,  p.  149. 

D. 

DYer,  praife  of,  p.  3. 

Dolphin,  p.  81. 

Drave,  river,  p.  134. 

Dorcheftria,  p.  20. 

Dove,  mountain,  p.  60. 

Diofcoria,  a  vine,  p.  20. 

Death,  yellow,  p.  40. 

E. 

EDda,  an  efculent  root,  p.  41. 

Ebbo  Negroes,  p.  57. 

Eagle,  white,  p.  13 1. 

Eton,  p.  76. 

Enna,  p.  142. 

F* 

FRuit,  forbidden,  p.  8. 

Fire-fly,  p.  46. 

Fly,  yellow,  p.  63. 

Fly,  fand,  p.  25. 

Fig,  Indian,  large  tree,  p.  14. 

Fig,  bearded,  p.  14. 

Fifties,  winged,  p.  81. 

Fern-tree,  p.  29. 

G. 

Uava-tree,  p.  7. 

J  Guaiac-tree,  p.  7. 

Guayaquil 


Guayaquil  river,  p.  57. 
Gold-coaft  Negroes,  p.  128 
Guinea-worm,  p.  137. 

Gallinazo,  a  bird,  p,  57. 
Granadilla,  a  vine,  p.  154. 

Grape,  Tea- fide  tree,  p.  155 
Greece,  p.  79. 

Ginger-root,  p.  42. 

Grampian  hills,  p.  36. 
Guilandina,  fhrub,  p.  138. 

H. 

HUmming-bird,  p.  37. 

Hurricane  defcribed,  p.  69. 
Hefperia,  p.  79. 

Hiccory,  large  tree,  p.  99. 

Helen,  p.  97. 

Hura,  a  tree,  p.  1 15. 

I. 

IBbo  Negroes,  p.  57. 

Jumbee  beeds,  p.  38. 

Jamaica,  praife  of,  p.  12. 

Ierne,  p.  147. 

Jamaica  plumb-tree,  p.  66. 

Jalap,  p.  146. 

Indus  river,  p.  136. 

Jew-filh,  p.  1 19. 

Junio,  tale  of,  p.  76. 

Ifis,  p.  76. 

Indian-fig,  fhrub,  p.  64. 

Johnfon,  Mr.  S.  praife  of,  p.114. 


LEnnox,  Mrs.  praife  of,  p.  114. 

Locuft,  large  tree,  p.  6. 
Logwood-tree,  p.  35. 

Lizard,  p.  26. 

Labat,  Pere,  p.  96. 

Lemon-tree,  p.  31. 

Lime-tree,  p.  31. 

Lime-marble,  p.  107. 

Liamuiga  ifland,  p.  18. 

Liquorice,  wild,  a  vine,  p.  38. 
Leprofy,  p.  132. 

Lybia,  p.  126. 

Lufitania,  p.  143. 

Lincoln,  p.  94. 

M. 

MAro,  praife  of,  p.  3. 

Mountferrat  ifland,  praife 
of,  p.  15. 

Madre  de  Cacao,  a  tree,  p.  43. 
Monkey,  p.  55. 

Mofquito,  p.  25. 

Mundingo  Negroes,  p.  130. 

Minnah  Negroes,  p.  130. 

Moco  Negroes,  p.  130. 

Mufcovado,  what,  p.  6. 

Melon,  p.  1 5 1. 

Montano,  a  character,  p.  40. 

Melafles, 
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Melafifes,  p.  1 1 1 . 

Mangrove-tree,  p.  57. 
Markley-hill,  p*  18. 

Mill-points,  what,  p.  70. 
Mammey-tree,  p,  15 1. 

Magoffe,  what,  p.  91, 

Matanina  ifland,  p.  1 Q2. 

Maize,  p.  1 56. 

Marne-river,  p.  1 14. 

Millet,  Indian,  p.  1 56. 

Myrtle,  p.  39. 

Migua,  p.  138. 

Maftic,  a  large  tree,  p.  99. 

Melvil,  General,  praife  of,  p.  126. 
Mungoes,  p.  59. 


N. 

"r  Ewfoundland,  p.  147. 

Nevis  ifland,  praife  of,  p<  1 5. 
Nightfhide,  p.  59, 

Nautilus,  p.  81. 

Niger- river,  p.  125. 

Niccars,  a  ftirub,  p.  138. 

O. r 

|Bia,  Negro-magic,  p.  144, 
Obia-men,  p.  144. 
Orange-tree,  p.  31. 

Ochra-fhrub,  p.  149. 

Rhine-river,  p.  1  20. 
Opuntia-fhrub,  p.  64. 

P. 

}Apaw  Negroes,  p.  130, 
Palaemon,  p.  91. 

Papaw-tree,  p.  125. 


Papaya-tree,  p.  125. 

Philips,  praife  of,  p.  3. 
Pine-apple,  p.  31. 

Panfpan-tree,  p.  116.  / 

Plantane-tree,  p.  31. 

Palmeto,  p.  72. 

Potatos,  p.  149. 

Penfilvania,  p.  147. 

Porto  Sanfto  ifland,  p,  80, 

Po,  name  of  a  fhip,  p.  80. 
Polydamna,  p.  97. 

Pafiaflora,  a  vine,  p.  154. 

Prickly  pear,  fhrub,  p.  37. 
Phyfic-nut,  fhrub,  p.  35. 

Percy,  praife  of,  p.  78. 

Privet  flirub,  p.  36. 

Quanza  river,  p.  130. 

R. 

Icinus,  p.  35. 

Rats,  p.  56. 

Rey-river,  p.  128. 

Rocou,  p.  152. 

Rum,  p.  113. 

Rhubarb,  p.  62. 

Rio- grande  river,  p.  125. 

Rhine  river,  p.  120. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  p.  100. 
Romney,  Lord,  praife  of,  p.  102* 

S. 

SAbbaca,  a  tree,  p.  8. 

Sugar,  p.  3. 
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Sourfop-tree,  p.  42. 

Solatium- plant,  p.  146. 
St.Chriflopher,  ifland,  praife  of,  p.  9 
Senega-river,  p.  125. 

Smart,  praife  of,  p.  3. 
Sommerville,  praife  of,  p.  3, 
Snakes,  p.  57. 

Seafon,  what,  p.  65. 

Stocks,  what,  p.  70. 

Solfaterre,  what,  p.  74. 
Sapadilla-tree,  p.  78. 

Shark,  p.  81. 

Skimmings,  fngar,  ufe  of,  p.  113. 
Scotia,  p.  120. 

Shaddock,  p.  8. 

Semprevive,  a  vegetable,  p.  131. 
Sabrina,  a  river,  p.  108. 
Shakefpear,  praife  of,  p.  107. 
Shenftone,  praife  of,  p.  54. 

Sheen,  p.  78. 

Senfitive  plant,  p.  61. 

Spain,  p.  142. 

T. 

r~g~^Anies,  a  root,  p.  41. 

X  Tamarind-tree,  p.  44. 
Thames,  praife  of,  p.115. 

Temper,  p.  18. 

Turtle,  p.  119. 

Tops,  L’emmy,  p.  22. 

Tyrtseus,  p.119. 

Til le,  a  river,  p.  1 14,, 

Tobago -ifiand,  p.  99. 

Thone,  p.  97. 


Tobacco*  p.  42. 

Turpentine-tree,  p.  13.9. 

Thiftle,  yellow,  p.  60. 

Townfhend,  the  Honourable  Gene¬ 
ral,  praife  of,  p.  1 19. 

Theana,  tale  of,  p.  76. 

Tull,  praife  of,  p.  23. 

V. 

VOlga-river,  p.  63. 

Volta-river,  p.  128. 
Vigornia,  p.114. 

Vine,  prickly,  p.  158. 

Venus  of  Medici,  p.  79. 

Virginia,  p.  100. 

Virgin-ifles,  p.  66. 

Vervain-plant,  p.  63, 

W. 

Ind-trade,  p.  67. 

Worms,  p.  60. 

Worm-grafs,  p.  60. 

Wolfe,  General,  praife  of,  p.  64. 
Whitehead,  praife  of,  p.  107. 
.Waller,  praife  of,  p.109. 

White,  praife  of,  p.  114. 

Water-lemon,  p.  155, 

Y. 

Aws,  p.  138. 

Yams,  p.  20. 

Z. 

ZAire-river,  p.  127. 

Zumbadore-bird,  p.  46. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  5,  in  note,  for  lejfer  read  lefs. 

Page  14,  line  128,  for  elay  read  clay . 

Page  19,  line  2,  dele  comma  after  harvefis. 

Page  43,  note  on  ver.  606,  for  eighty  read  one  hundfed  and  fifty . 
Page  6 1,  line  129,  for  eoily  read  coily. 

Page  81,  line  500,  for  Jky  read  air. 

Page  81,  for  lines  505  and  506,  read 

'The  fring'd  artica  fpreads  her  purple  form 
To  catch  the  gale ,  and  dances  o'er  the  waves : 

Ibid,  in  the  notes,  for  nautilus  read  urtica . 

Page  100,  line  252,  for  thro'  read  through . 

Page  102,  line  285,  the  fame. 

Page  no,  line  425,  for  weighed  read  weigh'd. 

Page  128,  line  58,  for  art  read  want. 

Page  132,  in  note,  for  rhinds  read  rinds. 

Page  1 4 1,  in  note,  for  K oi<r<rt  rep ov  read 


